Israeli air raid in Lebanon injures six 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A Hizbollah fighter was found 
wounded on Friday, bringing to three the number of 
guerrillas injured in a raid by Israeli warplanes on a 
Hizbollah stronghold in southeast Lebanon the day 
before, hospital sources said. Three Lebanese goat- 
herders were also wounded when Israeli fighter- 
bombers fired four missiles on Jabal Abu Rashed, a 
hilltop south of the Bekaa valley adjacent to the Jew- 
ish state's self-declared “security zone" in south 
Lebanon. The air strikes came after overnight clashes 
between Shiite Muslim Hizbollah fighters and mem- 
bers of an Israeli patrol in the eastern sector of the 
border zone. An Israeli army spokesman said an anti- 
Israeli fighter was killed and a number of others 
wounded. 


Jor 






An independenTArab political daily the^r^n Press Found* 

t MjjVI <Liskt«JI L nwjtl dfcjfw Li yi jijTi 


Palestinian detained . 
for leaking land information 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Jerusalem 
court ordered a Palestinian official with the Jerusalem 
mayor's office to be held in custody for seven days 
Friday over allegations he informed the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) about land purchases by 
Jews in Arab east Jerusalem. Zoher Abu Amar, 47. 
who heads the surveying department, is accused of 
passing on confidential information to die PNA and of 
pressuring Palestinians not to -sett land destined for 
Jewish settlements, police said, adding that Mr. Abu 
Amar secretly belonged to a land defence committee 
linke d to the PNA which fights against the acquisition 
of Arab land by Israelis. Palestinians regard land sales 
to Israelis as acts of treason. 
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Arafat pushes for Arab summit Bromine deal with American 

Netanyahu blames 1 996 bombings for peace crisis fi | nl n °t political officials 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT 
Yasser Arafat wjH ask an Arab 
League meeting in Cairo next 
week for an Arab summit to 
confront Israeli intransigence in 
tbe stalled peace prooess. his 
chief of staff said Friday. 

Tayeb Abdul Rahtm said Me 
Arafat would speak Tuesday at 
an Arab League foreign minis- 
ters' meeting in the Egyptian 
capital. 

“He will ask for an Arab sum- 
mit, hopefully a fuD summit" to 
discuss tbe peace process. Mr. 
Abdul Rahim said on Palestin- 
ian television. 

“We must stick to the Oslo 
agreements, we must work at 
isolating Israel and bring 
together all forces, Arab and 
international, to pressure Israel 
to implement the agreements," 
he said. 

Peace negotiations with Israel 
have been deadlocked for 14 
months, largely over Israel's 
failure to carry cot further with- 
drawals from the West Bank as 
required under the Oslo interim 
autonomy agreements. 

Resident Arafar has been 
calling for months for an Arab 
summit to challenge Israeli 
Prime Minister Beoyamin 
Netanyahu s hairi-line stance, 
but so far to no avail. 

Earlier this week France and 
Egypt issued a joint call for an 
international conference on the 
troubled peace process thai in a 
fast phase would not include 
Israel or the Palestinians. 

Israel rejected the notion but 
the Palestinians agreed. Wash- 
ington has so far been silent on 
the matter (See story on page 
12 ) 

Meanwhile, Ml Netanyahu 
defended himself Friday 
against charges his policies 
were killing fee peace process, 
saying peace “collapsed” two 
years ago due to Palestinian ter- 
rorism. 

“One of the misrepresenta- 
tions [against Israel] is that as a 
result of this government 's poli 1 
cies peace has collapsed. Tbe 
truth is peace collapsed two 
years ago,” before his govern- 
ment came to power, Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

Two years ago “we had no 
peace. We had a collapse of the 
basic deal of Oslo [self-rule 
accords]. We gave the Palestini- 
ans territory and they did not 
fight terrorists.” Mr. Netanyahu 
told a meeting of ambassadors 
to Israel. 

'Tbe deal has still not been 
kept. The promised dismantling 
of terrorist groups has not been 
kept,” he said, demanding a 
“systematic, consistent and 
effective battle against terror- 
ism." 

Me. Netanyahu insisted there 


was "very little room” for 
promised troop withdrawals 
from the Wfest Bank which the 
United States has pressured him 
to conduct, because of the need 
to keep a “solid security ram- 
part” between Israel and Fhies- 
tmian-ruled land. 

He said there had been a “ten- 
fold increase" in the number of 
Israelis killed in terrorist atta±s 
because the Palestinian Nrtfon- 
al Authority (PNA) (fid not stop 
anti-IsaeB militants working in 
temtories pin under its cortroL 

‘The Israeli people at that 
time said there is no peace,” be 
said, referring to tbe wave of 
anti-Israeli bombings in 1995 
and 1996 which are often cred- 
ited for bringing abort Me 
Netanyahu's defeat of his 
Labour government predeces- 
sors in 19% elections. 

Mt Netanyahu also insisted 
his govemmeza had given 
“ unlimited support” to the 
Palestinian economy, saying 
increased prosperity in the 
Palestinian territories would 
“increase the chances for 
peace.” 

Ml Netanyahu said foe num- 
ber of Palestinian labourers 
allowed entry into Israel was at 
“its highest, certainly in the past 
seven years,” with 56 jOOO 
workers per day allowed in 
Israel in 1998, compared to 
39,000 in 1996. 

He said foe number of mer- 
chants and businessmen 
allowed into Israel every day 
had increased almost four-fold 
from 1996 to reach 13,700 in 
1998. 

A U.N. report issued on 
Wednesday showed a mixed 
year for fee Palestinian econo- 
my, with unemployment falling 
from 32 per cent in 1996 to 30 
percent in 1997, but with fating 
standards also dipping in the 
West Bank and Gaza Snip. 

Per capita gross national 
product fell in 1997 because 
GNP growth of three per cent 
feO short of the 4.5 per cent 
population increase, while aver- 
age daily wages fell by 7 J per 
cent to $15.9 a day. 

In an opinion poQ published 
Friday, Mr. Netanyahu main- 
tained his lead over Labour 
Party chief Ehud Barak as vot- 
ers appeared unaffected by the 
deepening troubles in relations 
between his government and 
land's main aDy. the United 
States. 

The survey by fee Gallup 
organisation for the Maariv 
newspaper indicated that 41 per 
cent of voters would back Mr. 
Netanyahu for redaction versus 
37 per cent who would choose 
Me Barak. 

Another 13 per cent would 
pick neither man and nine per 
cent were undecided. 



Israeli soldiers check bags belonging to two Palestinians in Jerusalem's Old City Friday. 
Israeli security forces went on high alert before the annual "Jerusalem day” is held 
tomorrow, which will include the first military parade in occupied Arab east Jerusalem 
in 25 years (AFP photo) 

Gingrich cancels visit to 
‘embassy site’ in Jerusalem 


WASHINGTON (AP) — At 
fee request of fee White 
House, House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich is cancelling plans 
to visit fee proposed site of 
the new U.S. embassy in 
Jerusalem, officials said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Gingrich's spokes- 
woman, Christina Martin, did 
not say why fee request was 
made. But the planned visit 
had angered the Palestinians, 
who warned Mr. Gingrich 
that he could trigger blood- 
shed by meddling in fee dis- 
pute over Jerusalem. 

“At fee request of fee Clin- 
ton administration. Speaker 
Gingrich will not be visiting 
fee embassy site in 
Jerusalem," said Ms. Martin. 

Sbe said Ml Gingrich's 
office usually coordinates his 
foreign navel wife the admin- 
istration. “We fed it for China 
and we’re doing it for Israel 
and they simply requested 
feat be fed not attend." 

Mr. Gingrich begins a four- 
day visit to Israel on Saturday. 


In the most controversial part 
of fee trip. Mr. Gingrich and 
House Minority Leader Dick 
Gephardt had planned to visit 
fee proposed site of fee new 
U.S. embassy in Jerusalem. 

The United States and most 
other countries plan to keep 
their embassies in Tel Aviv 
until a final settlement is 
reached on the stums of 
Jerusalem, which both Israel 
and the Palestinians claim as 
their capital. Israel occupied 
Arab east Jerusalem in 1 967. 

Clashes erupted between 
fee Palestinians and the 
Israelis last summer alter 
Congress passed a nonbind- 
ing resolution endorsing 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital 
and urging President Bill 
Clinton to move fee embassy. 
The administration wanes to 
wait until the, Jerusalem 
question is settled in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations. 

On Thursday, Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erekat 
warned Mr. Gingrich against 
visiting the site, saying tbe 


speaker was “playing with 
fire.” 

“I urge Mr. Gingrich to 
resort to sanity, wisdom, and 
far-sightedness and not to 
pour oil on fee fire,” Mr. 
Erekat said. 

In a commentary that 
appeared in fee Jerusalem 
Post Friday, Mr. Gingrich said 
fee Palestinians, not Israel, are 
largely to blame for the lack 
of progress in Mideast peace 
talks. 

Mr. Gingrich suggested that 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is enti- 
tled to reject Mr. Clinton’s 
proposal for an Israeli troop 
puDback from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank, which Israel 
occupied in 1967. 

“Israel, and Israel alone, 
must define the requirements 
of Israeli security,” wrote Gin- 
grich. 

U.S. officials said this week 
that the Clinton administra- 
tion might soon announce 
that the talks have failed and 
explain why. 


Iran freer but society more fragile under Khatami 


By Kianauche Dorranie 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
become a freer and more toler- 
ant society in the year since 
moderate Mohammad Khatami 
was elected president, but some 
wam that fee hard-won 
arhievements wfli Ik short- 
lived. 

Young gills are now daring to 
expose more hair from under 
their scarves, fee press is more 
audacious, there are fewer revo- 
(utionaiy slogans, and a lively 
cafe society has emerged 
among young people — all 
signs fee Islamic authorities 
have at least partly understood 
fee message of Mn Khatami’s 
election. 

Mr. Khatami won nearly 70 
per cent of fee votes on May 23, 
1097, against a conservative 
establishment candidate, on a 
promise io implement political, 
economic and social reform. 

Tbe enlightened cleric, who 
will celebrate the first anniver- 
sary of bis election oo Saturday, 


still remains immensely popu- 
lar, despite his limited margins 
of manoeuvre and mounting 
economic difficulties. 

But his efforts to lead the 
country towards his vision of a 
democratic “civil society” have 
run into growing opposition 
from orthodox Islamic forces, 
who purport to serve as the 
guardians of the fundamental 
principles of the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

But there have undoubtedly 
been gains. 

Secular-minded women are 
still far from shedding their 
chadors, mandatory here since 
fee revolution, but many young 
girls in tbe mere liberal north- 
ern Tehran now dare to push 
back their scarves and show 
pal of their hair without getting 
arrested 

As fee hot season approach- 
es, the mere daring young 
women expose their bare 
ankles and polished toenails — 
not much by Western standards 
but enough to enrage the tunda- 


mentalists here. 

Teenage boys follow fee fash- 
ion in Paris. London or New 
York, wearing baseball has, 
jeans and T-shirts, while older 
men feel more comfortable 
wearing ties, an accessory 
frowned upon here as a symbol 
of Western fashion. 

But many worry that the 
more relaxed atmosphere may 
be shori-lived 

“All this is fragile and no one 
knows what will happen tomor- 
row," said Ahmad a university 
professor. 

The culture ministry, now run 
by a moderate intellectual, 
AlaoIIah Mohajerani, has eased 
press censorship and draconian 
regulations in fee film industry. 

Despite threats of harassment 
from extremists, Iranians can 
now watch movies previously 
banned for their controversial 
subjects. 

During fee new year holiday 
in March, the state-run televi- 
sion aired a dozen American 
films, albeit censored and a fa- 


de too outdated for fee taste of 
the young Iranians who have 
access to the latest Hollywood 
productions through pirate 
videos. 

Officials say feey have issued 
991 permits for publications, a 
record number in tbe country's 
history. Independent newspa- 
pers and magazines have mush- 
roomed including tnbloki-like 
publications to quench fee thirst 
for gossip. 

The cartoon magazines have 
a wider margin to manoeuvre, 
and they now mock subjects 
that would have been consid- 
ered taboo before. 

One such magazines. Gol- 
aqa, sketched on die cover the 
cartoons of two veiled women 
wife bushy mousta:hes carry- 
ing a patient on a stretcher in a 
hospital. It was a stab at a par- 
liamentary bill to segregate tbe 
sexes in medical services. 

Mr. Khatami says his prime 
goal is to institutionalise fee 
new freedoms, but many are 
worried that he might not suc- 


ceed, despite his popular man- 
date. “More than half of the 
population Ls under the 20 years 
old They want that their aspira- 
tions to be taken into account. 
Khatami's election Is fee out- 
come of this phenomenon,” 
said Mashallah Shams AI 
Vaezin, editor-in-chief of 
Jarneeh, a liberal newspaper 
sympathetic to the president. 

Tehran police still launch 
sweeps against young girls and 
boys defying the strict Islamic 
codes, and vigilante groups, 
known as “Hizbollah" continue 
to fight all signs of liberal West- 
ern culture. 

And stffl [anguishing on 
death row are an Iranian jour- 
nalist accused of adultery and 
spying and a German business- 
man accused of having asexual 
affair wife a Muslim woman. 

“All democracies are Eke a 
minefield" Shams A1 Vaezin 
said “The difference is that in 
the West you have a map and 
can find die explosives, but here 
you don’t” 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan’s deci- 
sion to sign an accord with 
the American Albemarle 
Corporation to build a 
multi-million dollar 

bromine plant and drop 
negotiations with an Israeli 
firm was not influenced by 
political considerations, 
official and industry 
sources said Friday. 

“There was no political 
implication involved in our 
decision to sign with Albe- 
marle,” one official said 
responding to remarks by 
Israel’s Dead Sea Bromine 
(DSB) Group, which had 
been negotiating with Jor- 
dan to set up a similar pro- 
ject. “The offer by DSB 
tried to impose conditions 
which were totally unac- 
ceptable to us.” 

Jordan Dead Sea Indus- 
tries (JODICO), which was 
formed by the Arab Potash 
Company (APC) and other 
investors, announced Tues- 
day it had signed a memo- 


randum of understanding 
to set up a $120 million 
bromine complex with 
Albemarle Corporation, a 
major U.S.-based competi- 
tor of Dead Sea Bromine. 

Dead Sea Bromine Presi- 
dent Asher Grinbaum was 
quoted by Reuters as say- 
ing that Jordan’s decision 
to choose Albemarle after 
three years of negotiations 
with his company, may 
have been linked to grow- 
ing political tensions 
between Jordan and Israel. 

Although economic ties, 
both at the official and pri- 
vate-sector level, have 
grown rapidly following 
tire 1994 peace treaty, 
diplomatic relations have 
soured since the 1996 elec- 
tion of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu, 
whom Jordan has blamed 
for the 14-month deadlock 
in peace talks with tbe 
Palestinians. 

The project, which is 
expected to be completed 
in the year 2001, will pro- 
duce 50,000 tonnes of 


bromine, 35,000 tonnes of 
calcium bromide and 
50,000 tonnes of tetra-bro- 
mobisphenoL Albemarle, 
which will market the 
bro min e and the two deriv- 
atives. will target Asian 
and European markets. 

Mr. Grinbaum, who said 
DSB was still undecided 
on its response to the deal, 
claimed that negotiations 
with Jordan had been pro- 
gressing smoothly on 
plans to build an $80 mil- 
lion 30,000-50,000 

bromine plant and an adja- 
cent $40 million chlorine 
plant on the Jordanian side 
of the Dead Sea. 

“Everything was going; 
properly. We had a final' 
version of the agreement,; 
which went to the Jordan- 
ian government for 
approval” Mr. Grinbaum 
was quoted as saying. 
“They sent it back with 
comments and we had sent 
back revisions.” However, 

(Continued on page 3) 


Pardon of Ma’an rioters 
closes chapter — deputy 


By Tareq Ayyonb 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein’s decision to 
pardon all suspects 
allegedly involved in the 
February anti-government 
riots in the town of Ma’an 
has closed this chapter 
once and for all, a Ma’an 
deputy said Friday. 

Nayif Hiaiai said that 
Wednesday’s decision by 
King Hussein to pardon 
more than 100 suspects 
also Includes those who 
remained at large. 

The King's decision fol- 
lowed a meeting at tbe 
Royal Court With deputies 


from Ma’an and the south- 
ern Badia who urged the 
King to pardon these 
detainees. 

Tens of people were 
arrested after the two-day 
unrest following a pro-Iraq 
rally in the city, where one 
person was killed and more 
than 23 were injured. 

The government imposed 
a week-long curfew and 
launched a manhunt after 
those suspected of being 
involved in the unrest 
activities. 

But later on, tens of 
detainees were released on 
bail while more than 30 
refused to surrender them- 
selves and remained at 


large. 

‘ The deputy told the Jor- 
dan Times that only one 
person remained in cus- 
tody on charges of being 
responsible for the killing 
of Mohammad Abdullah 
Katib. 

Mr. Hlalat identified him 
as Mohammad Salim Ai 
Awad. 

Ma’an residents said that 
Katib was shot by police- 
men during the pro-Iraq 
rally, a charge denied by 
fee government who said 
that Katib was shot from 
behind by one of those 
who took part in the rally. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Yemen ‘satisfied’ with progress in 
border talks with Saudi Arabia 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
President Aii Abdullah Saleh 
said he was “satisfied” Friday 
wife fee progress befog made 
so long-iunning talks on fee 
demarcation of fee country's 
disputed border wife Saudi 
Arabia. 

“I am satisfied that we have 
managed to make major 
progress in tbe recent talks 
with fee kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia,” Mr. Saleh said in a 
statement published in 
Yemeni newspapers to mark 
tbe eighth anniversary of tbe 
country's unification. 

“We are anxious to resolve 
all outstanding problems 
[wife Riyadh] as soon as pos- 
sible to serve the interests of 
the two countries and guaran- 
tee tbe security and stability 


of fee Arabian Peninsula,” fee 
Yemeni president said. 

Talks on the demarcation of 
the border have continued 
without agreement for the 
past three years and there 
were armed dashes between 
the two commies as recently 
as November 1997. 

Relations between Riyadh 
and Sanaa have long been 
chequered — fee Saudi 
authorities expelled hundreds 

of thousands of Yemeni 
immigrants in retaliation fix 
Yemeni support for B aghdad 
following its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

After previous border 
clashes in late 1994 and early 
1995, fee two governments 
signed an accord c alling for 
fee normalisation of relations 


and the demarcation of their 
common frontier 

Under fee agreement 
‘ Yemen gave up its demand 
for fee return of fee three 
provinces of Asit, Najran and 
Jizan, ceded to Saudi Arabia 
in 1934. But the two sides 
remain divided over how to 
delineate sizeable stretches of 
their border, notably that sep- 
arating Saudi Arabia from 
former South Yemen. 

A joint Saudi-Yemeni com- 
mittee started fresh talks in 
Najran Tuesday, Saudi 
Defence Minister Prince Sul- 
tan Ben Abdul Aziz said. 
“There are positive develop- 
ments in these negotiations,” 
he told Agence France 
Presse. 


Iraq protests to Egypt over 
Arab-Kurdish dialogue in Cairo 


CAIRO (AP) — Iraq has 
protested to Egypt over an 
Arab-Kurdish dialogue that 
Egypt plans to host next 
week. 

Iraq, in an official letter, 
described the discussions to 
be conducted with leaders 
of fee two main Kurdish 
groups that control northern 
Iraq as “negative and 
unsuitable,” said Arab 
diplomats in Cairo, speak- 
ing on condition of 
anonymity. 

It asked Egypt to cancel 


the two-day meeting, which 
starts on Wednesday, they 
said. 

Ahmad Hamroush, the 
head of fee official Egypt- 
ian Solidarity Organization, 
which is hosting the meet- 
ing, rejected fee Iraqi 
protest, fee London-based 
AI Hayat newspaper report- 
ed. He described fee Iraqi 
letter as a “misperception.” 
It quoted him as saying that 
the dialogue is aimed only 
at improving ties and 
understanding between 


Arabs and Kurds. 

Egypt' allowed the two 
groups — fee Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
— to open offices in Cairo 
last yean 

Adrian AI Mufti, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan representative to tbe 
discussions, said that the 
Iraqi rejection was short- 
sighted because “tire Kurds 
only want to inform Arabs” 
about the situation in north- 
ern Iraq. 




v-.-V ■>. . *'V : . ^7 










2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, May 23, 



Hamas says Israeli withdrawals 
will not stop suicide bombings 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Pales- 
tinian suicide bombings will go 
on regardless of any Israeli 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank, the spiritual leader 
of Hamas said Friday. 

Speaking to reporters in the 
Syrian capital. Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin said an Israeli troop 
withdrawal was “of no value 
and the struggle will continue 
until occupation ends." 

Sheikh Yassin did not make 
clear if by “occupation" he 
meant the Israeli control of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip or 
the state of Israel. Some Pales- 
tinians do not recocnise Israel’s 


existence and define Palestine 
as the territory' administered by 
Britain until 1945. 

Hamas suicide bombers 
killed scores of people in Israel 
in 1996 and 1997. 

"We wiU not stop suicide 
operations because Israeli 
withdrawals will not amount to 
a solution to our cause.” 
Sheikh Yassin said 

Sheikh Yassin. 61 -year-old 
quadriplegic, is on a tour of 
Muslim countries to promote 
his group, which rejects the 
Israeli- Palestinian peace 

accords. He arrived in Damas- 
cus on Thursday and met Fri- 


day with the speaker of parlia- 
ment. Abdul Qader Qaddoura. 
and Syria's supreme Muslim 
cleric. Ahmad Kastaro. 

He has also been meeting 
leaders of Damascus-based 
Palestinian factions who 
oppose the peace agreements. 
He said Thursday he was try- 
ing to unite Palestinian opposi- 
tion groups for an armed snug- 
gle against Israel. 

He says the alternative to die 
peace accords is “jihad" or 
holy war. 

“What was taken by force 
must be restored by force,” he 
said Friday. 


Iran has not stopped smuggling of 
illegal Iraqi oil, U.S. official says 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — Alter 
brief attempts to help enforce 
UN. economic sanctions on 
Iraq, neighbouring Iran is again 
allowing ships smuggling Iraqi 
oil to pass through its territorial 
waters, a senior U.S. official 
.said Thursday. 

Undersecretary of State 
Thomas Pickering said the 
Clinton administration is con- 
cerned about the traffic in oil 
and petroleum products and is 
seeking ways to make Iraq 
accountable for it or to end it 
through tougher enforcement 
mechanisms. 

“The fact that Iraq continues 
to export petroleum products 
illegally... and that the Iraq gov- 
ernment refuses to permit the 


United Nations to oversee and 
monitor these sales, strongly 
suggests that the proceeds from 
these sales are intended very 
clearly tor non -humanitarian 
purposes." said Mr. Pickering. 

Addressing a joint hearing by 
the Committee on Foreign 
Relations and the Committee 
on Energy and Natural 
Resources. Mr. Pickering said 
Iraq sells more than 200,000 
barrels of oil illegally each day. 

The oil goes through Turkey, 
Jordan and the Gulf, where a 
U.S.-led multinational naval 
force carries out patrols in inter- 
national waters to intercept the 
ships. 

Mr. Pickering said that at the 
beainnina of the vear, the 


administration noted that Iran 
was stopping the smuggling. 
Now. it is permitting iL 

■*We would not be surprised if 
the smugglers pay a considera- 
tion to the Iranian Revolution- 
aiy Guards naval forces, which 
are otherwise supposed to keep 
that smuggling from happen- 
ing," said Mr. Pickering. 

Mr. Pickering also said thar 
the sanctions, imposed on Iraq 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait which sparked the Gulf 
war. "will be a factoflife for the 
foreseeable future.” He said an 
oil-for-food deal, an exception 
to the sanctions that allows Iraq 
to use the oil revenue for food 
and medicine purchases, should 
remain in place. 


Israel lists Russian firms selling 
military technology to Iran 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel has 
given Russia a list of Russian 
firms which it says are provid- 
ing militaiy technology to Iran, 
particularly in the nuclear field 
an Israeli minister disclosed 
Thursday. 

Trade and Industry Minister 
Nathan Sharansky, who is cur- 
rently visiting Moscow, said 
on Israeli television that he had 
given the list to the Russian 
authorities. 

‘They have promised to act 
against these firms. But our 
aim is to do everything to 
ensure that this translates as 
quickly as possible into results 
on the ground’’ he said. 

Mr. Sharansky held talks late 
Thursday with Russian Prime 
Minister Sergei Kiriyenko. 

The television said Mr. Sha- 
ransky' had been invited by the 
Russian government which 
wanted to brief him on the cre- 


ation of a watchdog body to 
supervise arms firms and pre- 
vent illegal transfers of mili- 
tary technology' 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Thursday issued a new warn- 
ing about Iran’s alleged pro- 
gramme to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

Talking to Chinese journal- 
ists. ahead of a trip to China, 
Mr. Netanyahu said that an 
Iran with nuclear weapons 
would create “enormous desta- 
bilisation not just in our region 
but also in the whole world." 

At a meeting in Jerusalem 
with Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Viktor Posuvalyuk on 
Wednesday. Mr. Netanyahu 
urged Russia not to allow Iran 
to benefit from military tech- 
nology transfers in the missile 
or in nuclear fields. 

Iran has denied that it Is 


working to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

Russia has also rejected Mr. 
Netanyahus charge that 
Moscow has failed to put a 
stop to leaks of Russian missile 
technology to Iran. 

In April, the Jerusalem Post 
said Iran had bought two 
nuclear warheads for S25 mil- 
lion from a country of the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

The Post cited secret Iranian 
government documents dating 
from 1991 and 1992, in which 
Iranian intelligence officers 
spoke of obtaining ‘two tacti- 
cal nuclear weapons from Rus- 
sia” tor $25 million. 

The documents were sent by 
an exiled Iranian scientist to 
the Israeli member of parlia- 
ment Rafi Elul. who con- 
firmed their existence but 
declined to comment on the 
contents. 



FLOODS IN TURKEY: Cars are stranded in the flood waters near the tram station in the cen- 
tre of Black Sea town of Bartm. Turkish aid workers distributed bread by boat on Friday in 
Bartin, stricken by flooding that has lolled at least 13 people across the country (Reuters photo) 


Bomb kills 15 in 
Algerian marketpl 


ALGIERS t AP) — A bond? 
exploded Friday in a packed 
market in an Algiers suburb, 
killing at least 15 people and 
wounding more than 30, hospi- 
tal authorities said in a state- 
ment 

At least three of title victims 
died in the resulting stampede, 
doctors said. 

The bomb, in the western sub- 
urb of AI Harrach, appeared to 
have exploded in a carton of 
vegetables, said a nurse on the 


scene who spoke on 
of anonymity. 

No one claimed resporia6B%^ 
for the attack in the Boutraggi 


market in Al Harrach, oaedftM 


biggest in the Algiers area. , - 
Police immediately bkxie^ 
off the market. 


if* 

For two years, access to the " 


market has been closely n*a&* 
tored for security reasons. IfexcfV 
were about ljOOO people 
the morning exj^o^an - toc^v 
place. : . f;~ 
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Lebanese elections delayed 
in districts around Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The first 
municipal elections in 35 
years will be delayed until 
June 28 in nine districts of 
Mount Lebanon around Beirut 
where the balloting was 
scheduled for Sunday, the inte- 
rior ministry announced Fri- 
day. 

The decision was made 'tor 
reasons related to the security 
and legitimacy of electoral 
operations," the ministry said 
in a statement. 

The delay provoked an out- 
ciy from opposition candi- 
dates. who told reporters that 
the decision was a political 
one. 

The delay was “arbitrary 


and illegal," said Hikmat Dib 
and Georges Haddad, two 
candidates who head the 
Christian opposition list in the 
rownofHadath. 

“It is connected to the 
inevitable defear of govern- 
ment figures who have failed 
to form a list of candidates 
enjoying the slightest popular 
support,” the two candidates 
said in a joint statement. 

The government “realised at 
the last moment that the 
incomplete list backed by the 
government and consisting of 
members of parties allied with 
the government had no chance 
of election.” Sami Tubiya. a 
candidate in Beit Shabab. told 


AFP. 

Legal expert and farmer MP 
Hassan Rifai said the elections 
could not be delayed except 
for reasons of “force majeure.” 
An appeal against the delay 
could be lodged with the con- 
sultative council the highest 
authority on legislative 'mat- 
ters. he said in a statement 
The municipal elections are 
scheduled to be held every 
Sunday until June 14 in differ- 
ent regions of the country. 

Voters will elect lias of 
municipal councillors and reg- 
istrars in a single round of vot- 
ing. The councillors will then 
hold elections for the office of 
mayor. 


Mortar fire on pro-Israeli militia 
positions wounds Lebanese civilian 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Mor- 
tar fire directed at the pro- Israeli 
South Lebanon .Army (SLA) 
militia from government-held 
territory' wounded a Lebanese 
civilian Friday, the militia's 
radio reported. 

The radio did not identify the 
woman who it said was injured 
in Rihan village near the SLA- 
held town of Jezzin just north of 


the Israeli-occupied border 
strip. 

There was no claim of respon- 
sibility from Hizbollah. the Shi- 
ite Muslim group which conies 
out the majority of attacks 
against the Israeli army and its 
allies in southern Lebanon. 

Israel has protested against the 
mortar fire to the south Lebanon 
cease-fire monitoring commit- 


tee. an army spokesman in 
Jerusalem said. 

Israeli air raids Thursday 
wounded three Lebanese civil- 
ians as well as three Hizbollah 
fighters, hospital officials said 

Ten Lebanese civilians have 
been killed in southern Lebanon 
so far this year and a further 45 
injured according to figures 
compiled by AFR 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian minis ter Shaath concludes visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Pales tinian Minister of Planning and 
International Cooperation Nabil Shaath on Friday con- 
cluded an official four-day visit to the Kingdom during 
which he held talks with HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali and Deputy 
Prime Minister for Development Affairs and Foreign Min- 
ister Jawad Anani . The Crown Prince stressed Jordan’s 
full and strong support for the Palestinians in their strug- 
gle to regain their legitimate rights and establish an 
independent stale on Palestinian soil in conformity with 
U.N. Security Council resolutions. Dr. Shaath and senior 
Jordanian officials discussed means of further developing 
bilateral relations. He stressed the importance of coopera- 
tion and coordination between Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) on the Bethlehem project, 
which includes tourist and cultural programmes. The pro- 
ject will be implemented in the year 2000 to mark the 
anniversary of the birth of Chris t_ 


UAE order for U.S. F-16s worth 
$6 billion — air force commander 


ABLI DRAB I (AFP) — Emirati Air Force Commander 
Khaled Ben Abdullah Al Mazrui said Friday that an order 
placed with the United States for SO F-16 fighter planes 
would cost the United Arab Emirates $6 billion. “The 
amount of the transaction, six billion dollars, will be paid 
over the course of the contract and until the delivery of the 
last aircraft and corresponding equipment,” General 
Mazrui told the WAM news agency. The deal, which was 
announced May 12 in Washington, also includes 
AMRAAM air-to-air missiles and HARM anti-radar mis- 
siles, according to a Pentagon spokesman. 


Qadhafi gets Indian message on nuclear tests 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
received a message on Thursday from Indian Prime Min- 
ister Aral Behari Vajpayee which sought to justify India's 
recent nuclear tests by the refusal of other countries to 
abandon nuclear weapons, Libya’s JANA news agency 
reported. In his letter, Mr. Vajpayee said bis country had 
campaigned against nuclear, proliferation but its appeals 
“were ignored” by the countries which already possessed 
or were developing nuclear weapons. He said that 40 years 
ago, these same countries had carried out more than 2.000 
tests, according to JANA, which said Colonel Qadhafi 
was preparing to reply to Vajpayee. 


Iraq publicly executes two men for murder and theft 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq executed two men for killin g a 
hospital warden and stealing medicine, a newspaper 
reported Friday. The men were lolled by firing squad in 
Beiji. 200 kilometres north of the capital Baghdad, the 
weekly Al Dam said To stem rising crime, the government 
has recently passed legislation making murder and repeat- 
ed theft punishable by death. The newspaper did not iden- 
tify the men or say when the execution occurred They 
were executed in public near the hospital, it said 
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Syria slams U.S. leniency towards Israel as FM prepares to meet Albright 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The official 
Syrian press Friday slammed the U.S. 
administration for its leniency towards 
Israel as Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk AI S'haraa prepared to meet 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

“If Washington had taken its role as 
sponsor of the peace process seriously, 
we would not need new initiatives to 


revive the talks deadlocked by Israeli 
intransigence on all its tracks — 
Lebanese, Palestinian and Syrian.” said 
the ruling party daily Al Baaih. 

U.S. leniency had encouraged Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin “Netanyahu 
to scorn and defy the whole world, the 
United Stares included" the papecsaid 

“The whole world is waiting for a 
decisive American move which will 


put an end to the Israeli government’s 
efforts to kill the peace process." it said 

Ms. Albright has a full agenda of 
Issues for her talks with Mr. Sharaa in 
Washington on Friday. U.S. State 
Department spokesman James Rubin 
said Thursday. 

Ms. Albright will convey “our desire 
to find a way to put the Israeli-Syrian 
peace track back on track" he said 


Israel and Syria held peace talks 
between 1991 and 1996 but there have 
been no direct contacts since Mr. 
Netanyahu was elected to office in May 
1996 on a pledge not to return the 
Golan Heights to Damascus. 

Syria insists that peace talks can only 
resume on the basis of an Israeli agree- 
ment in principle to return the strategic 
plateau it captured in the 1967 wan 


5 suspects in Turkish activist attack arrested 
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ANKARA (AP; — Police on Friday 
arrested two gunmen and three other peo- 
ple suspected of organising an attack last 
week on a prominent human rights 
activist, Turkish Prime Minister ' Mesut 
Yilmaz announced. 

The gunmen critically wounded Akin 
Birdal. head of the independent Human 
Rights Association, at his Ankara office 
May 12. 


Mr. Birdal, 50, is well respected in the 
West for his opposition to torture and the 
forced evacuation of Kurdish villages in 
southeastern Turkey. He remains hospi- 
talised. 

During initial questioning, the five con- 
fessed they had carried out the attack, 
Turkish Interior Minister Murat Bases- 
gioglu said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Carroon — Jenny Quest 

15:30 1 Wanna Be 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16 JO Doc. — Ocean Wild 

17:00 French Programme — 
“Faut Pas Rever" 

17:55 Roland Garros ’98 (sum- 
mary) 

18:20 Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Xe Journal 

19:15. French Programme 

1&30 News headlines 

19^35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 

20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

20:30 Prism 

21:10 Drama — Sirens 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature film — “Sweet 
Dream” 

23:45 Country Music 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:59 Fajr 

05:29 1 Sunrise) Duha 

12:32. Dhuhr 

16:13 *Asr 

lfc35 Maghreb 

21:06 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 • 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel: 77 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Chrfct of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920 1 46 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church TeL 771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 


Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Dr. MazenNbali 5350435 

Dr. Adrian ZagfaJoul S9SI40 

Dr. Fatter BQbea 5522233 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be Fine with clouds 
appearing at low altitudes and 
winds north wesreriy moderate 
to active. On Sunday and Mon- 
day temperatures are expected 
to rise gradually. In Aqaba, it 
will be moderate, winds 
northerly moderate and 
calm. 


seas 


Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Al Asema phannacy....4637055 
Nairoukb pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Sal am pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy .53477632 

IRBQ): 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AJ Quds pharmacy i— i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhour AJ Qadi ....906606 
Khalifeh pharmacy — .9854 17 


Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 12! 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — .7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co ..4636381 

RJ Flight In formation.. 44-5 3200 
Queen Alia Inti. .Airport -44-55200 


Army. Marka -....891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital — 5674155 


mation on other flights is obtained 
on telephone 1.44) 52700 or (44) 
523250. 


10:20 Aqaba f arriving at QA1A 
and proceeding to Marka Airprar) 
(RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (MarkaAitpart) (RW) 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


ARRIVALS 


DEPARTURES 


IRBID: 

Princess 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 1 1/24 

Aqaba 18/33 

Deserts 08/28 

Jordan Valiev 16/31 


HOSPITALS 


Greek 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23 Aqaba 33 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 27 jkt cenL 
Aqaba 40 percent 


Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

CKil Detmx Department .5661 1 1 i 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 1 99 
Rescue PbBce 192,4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Ftre Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surge} 5921199 
The Islamic. Abdli ____ 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre Tel. 
5856856 

Luzmib .4630195 


Basma Hospital 

.(Q2»275555 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
102)247100 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

WKW -.-Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 — New Delhi (RJ) 

I® 1 10 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 .Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 - Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Ht25 Colombo (RJ) 

15 J5 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 — — Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:00 Beirut (RJ) 


^’•30 Paris (add) (RJ) 

2330 — -Frankfurt (RJ) 

23:59 Paris (RJ) 

® S:3 0...... - Bangkok (RJ) 


12:00 — -Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

12:00 Berlin, Frankfurt (RI) 
12:30 . jAnv'wlam, New York (RJ) 

13:00 ^.Geneva, London (RJ) 

13:15 J, Cano (RJ) 

MriM) Brussels (RJ) 

14:55 Madrid (RI) 

21:10 Riyadh, Dhahran(RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 
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AQABA: 

Princess 

103)314111 


21:20 — .Bombay (RJi 

22dJ0 ... Abu IStabL Dubai (RJ) 
02^0 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 


Haya Hospital 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 


Pubb'c Security Dept .463032 1 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Wirer & Sew32j£ Cbnpfaiiiis 897467 
.\mman Municipality Com- 
plaints „..,...787 1 1 J 


Khalidi Matemit). 4644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

MaJhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ...>5669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

Af-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 
AI-Bashir..... 775111/26 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tins inform 

anon is supplied by Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ) information department ar 
the Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. Infbr* 


Other Flights 

06:05 London, Damascus (BA) 
14:10 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 



18^0 Dubai, Muscat (EK) 

Frankfim iLH) 

SS — Cairo (MS) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

™ : Beirut (ME) 

uino London. Damascus (BA) 

Si --Belgrade (JU) 

- -RomefAZ) 

Wings (RW) 


Other Flights 
07:00 




07 J5 .J5amascus,Lontk)o(BA) 
15:00 Abu Dhabi Bahrain (CH 7 ) 

15^0 ..Vienna (OS) 

19:00 Dubai (£K) 

00:40 .BeimLAmsteidffln (KL) 

13:10 Belgrade (JJJ) 

04:00 Rofflft(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08 K)0 Aqaba (from Marita Ait. 
port) (KW) 

21-J0 Aqaba (from QAIAHRW) 
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Israeli athletes thank 
King for peace efforts 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thousands 
of Israeli sports men and 
women on Thursday sent 
a letter of “gratitude and 
appreciation” to the Jor- 
danian people and to His 
Majesty King Hussein for 
his support of the falter- 
ing Middle East peace 
process. 

“We wish to thank His 
Majesty King Hussein for 
his support of the peace 
process between the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the state of 
Israel, and we send a mes- 
sage of gratitude and 
appreciation to all the Jor- 


danian people," read the 
letter, made available to 
the Jordan Times by a 
source at Aqaba City Hall. 

The signatories also 
called for “peace and 
mutual respect between 
all the peoples of the Mid- 
dle East.” 

The letter was delivered 
by several sports men and 
women, five members of 
the Knesset, the Israeli 
deputy minister of educa- 
tion and sports. Moshe 
Peled, and the mayor of 
Eilat. Gabi Kadosh, to the 
mayor of Aqaba, Abdul 
Karim Malahme. who met 
the delegation at the 
Aqaba-Eilat border. 



Numerous challenges require 
closer Jordanian-Palestinian 
cooperation — Regent 


HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, with the visiting Palestinian Legislative 
Council delegation (Kioto by Boghos) 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH numerous and major chal- 
Crown Prince Hassan, the lenges facing both Jordanians 
Regent Thursday said the and Palestinians demand clos- 


Customs duties waived on new type 
of telecommunications equipment 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Council of 
Ministers Thursday 

approved a customs exemp- 
tion on trunk radios' infra- 
structure equipment in accor- 
dance with the government's 
new direction towards liber- 
alising telecommunications 
in the Kingdom. 

The customs exemption on 
the infrastructure equipment 
is a strategic incentive, said 
Sami Gammo, minister of 
transport and telecommuni- 
cations and chairperson of 
the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission 
(TRC). 

“The [customs! exemption 
goes hand in hand with the 
government’s new direction 
to liberalise the telecommu- 
nications sector,” said Dr. 
Gammo. 

"Liberalising the telecom- 
munications • sector means 
that ail services-will be avail- 

23-year-old 
commits 
suicide in 
Tafileh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A23-year- 
okd man wanted by die police 
committed suicide on Thurs- 
day in Tafileh, in southern Jor- 
dan. according to a local 
newspaper report 

A report in the Arabic daily 
A1 Ra'i on Friday said the 
man, identified as H.S.M., 
shot himself before policemen 
and family members follow- 
ing an aborted escape attempt 

The police were chasing 
him during a funeral in the AJ 
Hasa area, according to 
Tafileh Governor Nayef Nja- 
dat The man shot and slightly 
injured a police officer, who is 
now recovering at a hospital. 
The concerned parties are 
investigating the case with the 
Tafileh prosecutor general and 
the forensic medicine depart- 
ment 


able in the future within the 
context of price, cutting com- 
petition,” stressed Dl 

Gammo. adding that 

“telecommunications ser- 
vices are the backbone of any 
business venture... providing 
an attractive environment for 
luring foreign investment to 
this country.” 

Trunk radios provide a flat- 
rate medium of communica- 
tion for taxi driven in major 
metropolitan areas around 
the world and truck drivers in 
Europe and the United 
States. Similar to police 
radios, which use closed 
wide-area networks, trunk 
radio users can listen in on all 
dispatches from the base sta- 
tion or transmit privately 
from one subscriber to 
another. 

The customs exemption 
means companies that earlier 
this year bid to establish the 
Kingdom's first two private 
trunk ‘radio networks must 
resubmit their bids, taking 


into account the cost differ- 
ence. 

A TRC source quoted by 
the Arabic daily AJ Ra'i said 
a new deadlin e for resubmit- 
ting the licence acquisition 
bids will be announced soon 
before the TRC chooses the 
first two private sector trunk 
radio operators. 

According to die Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the Jor- 
dan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) may also 
bid. If approved it would 
become the third trunk radio 
operator. 

Similar to current telecom- 
munications service opera- 
tors in the market, once the 
aunk radio operators are 
established, they will be sub- 
ject to annual operating and 
bandwidth leasing fees, 
which will increase with the 
growth of their income from 
die telecommunications sec- 
tor. said Yousef Abu 

Jamouse, TRC director gen- 
eral. 


Eventually, operating fees 
will be proportional to each 
operator's income from the 
telecommunications sector, 
Mr. Abu Jamouse added. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Gammo 
invited members of the pri- 
vate sector to contact his 
office directly if they faced 
any obstacles regarding 
phone line applications or 
special communication net- 
works. such as those used for 
trunk radios and Intranets. 

Noting that the National 
Telecommunications Pro- 
gramme aims to double the 
present 420,000 phone- line 
subscriptions across the 
Kingdom within two years. 
Dr. Gammo said there were 
135,000 pending phone-line 
applications that would be 
served by the end of the year. 

The JTC and the various 
military communications 
divisions will pool their 
resources to ensure that the 
deadline will be met, he told 
the Jordan Tunes. 


Attorneys appeal man’s April 
conviction for weapons possession 


By Rana Hussemi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The defence 
attorneys of a 34-year-oki man 
serving a four-year sentence 
for attempting to manufacture 
explosives and possessing ille- 
gal weapons appealed the case 
Thursday to die Court of Cas- 
sation. 

Ismat Shukri was originally 
charged with smuggling 
weapons to the West Bank and 
plotting subversive acts, but the 
State Security Court convicted 
him of the amended charges in 
April. 

The defendant was first sen- 
tenced to seven and one-half 
years with hard labour, but the 
court commuted the sentence 
“because the defendant had no 
criminal record and supports a 
family.' 1 

Mr. Shukri had testified in 
court that he owned machine 
guns because he was a member 
of a radical Palestinian group 
until 1992 and that the hand 


grenade the authorities seized 
from his bouse was in feet “a 
piece of a small metal box in 
the shape of a grenade that I 
found in the street and gave to 
ray children to play with as a 
toy.” 

The prosecution charged that 
the arms and the grenade, 
which was filled with potassi- 
um nitrate, were intended for 
attacks. 

Several prosecution witness- 
es testified under oath that they 
found automatic weapons and 
explosives in fee defendant's 
house and in a suitcase hidden 
in fee Zara area near the Dead 
Sea that the prosecution 
charged belonged to Mr. 
Shukri. 

In their nine-page appeal to 
the Court of Cassation, Mr. 
Shukri's defence attorneys, 
Saleh Armouti, Salara Shunar 
and Islam Elian, contested the 
interrogation procedures, argu- 
ing feat "our client was ques- 
tioned by security • forces 
instead of the state prosecutor.” 


In addition the defence team 
said the State Security Court 
based its decision “on the testi- 
mony of our client, who was 
subjected to mental pressure 
after being detained and ques- 
tioned by security forces for 
two months before being 
referred to the State Prosecu- 
tion" 

The defence team also 
referred to a statement given at 
the five-month trial by an 
explosives expert, who testi- 
fied that the substance fee 
authorities found in Mr. 
Shukri's possession could not 
be detonated. 

“But fee State Court fed not 
take into consideration the 
expert’s testimony, which 
proved feat our client fed not 
possess any explosive sub- 
stances,” the appeal argued. 

Two other defendants. All 
Abdul Karim and Mohammad 
Mubarak, both tried in absen- 
tia. were each sentenced to 15- 
year imprisonment terms wife 
hard labour. 


what’s going on 


SEMINAR 

* “Jordan in 1948 and Its Aftermath” at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre on Sunday, May 24, at 9:00 pm. 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by students of Faza’ for 
Music at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pm 

ART EXHIBITION 

* Exhibition of personal oil paintings of artist Mohammad AI 
Hadidi (at his residence), Dahiyat AI Rashid, near Dawahi Hotel 
(Tel 5154567). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Christian de Fortzampun: at fee University of Jordan, 
until June 4. 

* Works by Mohammad AI Lahham at AI Madinah Gallery, Ras 
AI ‘Ain (Tel. 743158), until May 23. 

* Paintings by Abdul Aziz AI Hasak ai Hammourabi Art Gallery, 
Gardens Sl (Tel. 55360981 until May 26, 

* Spring collection of ceramic items and rugs at Beit AJ Bawadi 
showroom. Abdoun (Tel. 5925841/5930070). until May 24. 

* Photo exhibition “Frederico Garcid Lorca” and book exhibition 
“Lorca Translated Into Arabic" at Institute Cervanws, Jabal 
Amman tTel 4610858), until May 25. 

* “Sculpture Designs” by Jewellery Designer Suzanne El Masiy 
and Sculptor SamerTabba at fee American Center, Abdoun, until 
May 25. 

* Paintings by Lebanese-American artist Etel Adnan entitled 
“Artist’s Book of Art and Poetry” at DaraiAlFunun, Jabal Wab- 
deh, until May 28. Also displaying works by Berlin-based Syri- 
an artist Marwan Bashi entitled “A Suite of Heacfc,” and works 
by contemporary Arab artists. 


Bromine deal with American 
firm not political — officials 


(Continued from page 1) 

an APC official told the Jordan 
Tunes feat the Israeli company 
was informed of APC's dissatis- 
faction with their proposals, and 
as such should not be surprised. 
DSB and Jordan had signed an 
MOU (Memorandum of Under- 
standing) during the Amman 
Economic Summit in 1995. 
According to industry sources 
the MOU had long expired but 
fee two sides continued negotia- 
tions. 

According to industry sources, 
Israel’s insistence on exclusivity 
for the life of tiie project and its 
failure to commit to expanding 
production capacity blocked on 
agreement With DSB. According 
to fee initial agreement wife 
Albemarle, fee firm has seven 
year exclusivity, where APC 
would not be allowed to build 
another bromine plant. 

“The joint venture preserves 
our right to expand production 
capacity and it will bring in new 
technology,” said an APC offi- 
cial explaining the commercial 


reasons behind APCs choice of 
Albemarle over DSB.” 

APC officials said Albemarle 
and JODTCO have 12 months to 
try to conclude a final accord, the 
same terms that were off ered to 
DSB. If the two sides are suc- 
cessful a joint Jc*danian-U.S. 
firm wife equal 50 per cent 
stakes would be set up to manage 
die project 

“It was a buaness decision.” 
said a source involved in the 
negotiations wife both the Amer- 
icans and Israelis. “Jordan, over 
die life of the project, will be 
making more money in terms of 
dividends, income taxes, rev- 
enues from the sale of die brine 
from the Albemarle deal than 
with DSB.” 

The source noted that DSB 
was demanding over $10 million 
for technical know-how. Albe- 
marie is asking for only $2_5 mil- 
lion. 

Tbs same American company, 
under the name of Ethyl negoti- 
ated wife APC between 1992 
and 1994 over a similar bromine 
plant but failed to reach a deaL 


er coordination and coopera- 
tion for the sake of saving 
both peoples. 


Addre ssing a visiting dele- 
gation from the Palestinian 
Legislative Council at die 
Royal Court, die Regent 
called fix' bolstering contacts 
between the two peoples on an 
objective and scientific basis. 

He also called for increasing 
cooperation between Jordan 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority, deepening the com- 
mon identity denominators 
within a framework of integra- 
tion and continued week 
toward crystallising stands vis- 
a-vis common problems and 
challenges. 

Stating feat “our common 


emotional match knows no 
limits,” the Regent reaffirmed 
fee Kingdom's lull support for 
the Palestinian people and 
their straggle to establish an 
independent state on Palestin- 
ian sofl. 

The bead of the Palestinian 
delegation, Ziyad Abu Oman 
expressed fee Palestinian peo- 
ple's appreciation of His 
Majesty King Hussein. Crown 
Prince Hassan and the Jordan- 
ian government for their con- 
sistent and absolifle support for 
fee Palestinian people and 
their endeavours to help them 
regain their legitimate rights. 


Ml Abu Omar said the dele- 
gation chose Jordan as the first 
country to visit as an expres- 
sion of the special status of the 
Kingdom in the nrinds and the 
hearts of the Palestinian peo- 

Jte- . _ 

The delegation earlier met 
the speakers and members of 
fee Senate and ’the Lower 
House of Parliament to (fiscuss 
future cooperation. 

The meeting wife the Regent 
was attended by House Speak- 
er Sa'd Hay el Stout and fee 
chief of fee Royal Court, 
FayezTarawneh. 


Crown Prince asks committee to address 
economic imbalances, resource distribution 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, has asked a higher 
ministerial committee on fight- 
ing poverty and increasing 
social productivity to address 
fee country's economic imbal- 
ances and the distribution of 
resources. 

These measures should be 
taken within a framework for 
achieving increased coopera- 
tion and integration among Jor- 
dan's various state sectors, said 
the Regent at the meeting, 
which was dedicated to dis- 
cussing executive plans for 


social productivity pro- 
grammes. 

The future challenges faring 
Jordan Ik in reconciling vari- 
ous policies wife one another 
and working to wand arriving at 
an integrated and comprehen- 
sive approach for dealing wife 
problems and with the various 
aspects of the development 
process, the Regent said. 

He called on the committee 
to reconcile policies to realise 
the main objectives of develop- 
ment: improving the standard 
of living of Jordanian citizens 
and reading further levels of 


social justice. 

At fee meeting, which was 
attended by Prune Minister 
Abdul Saltan Majali and fee 
chief of fee Royal Court, Fayez 
Tarawneh, Prince Hassan 
emphasised fee importance of 
enhancing fee concept of fee 
"state's sector;" which he said 
comprises both the public and 
the private sectors, and called 
fra* fee introduction of reforms 
in this sector in a manner that 
would help fee country deal 
wife future challenges. 

The country’s objective is 
sustainable development. 


which requires consistent par- 
ticipation by and dialogue 
among all concerned parties 
. 'for fee sake of achieving a bet- 
ter future for Jordanian citi- 
zens, fee Crown Prince said. 

During fee meeting, a gener- 
al review was made of the 
measures feat wifi be taken to 
guarantee fee execution of fee 
social productivity pro- 
grammes adopted by fee gov- 
ernment last year to improve 
living standards and modernise 
infrastructure services in fee 
underdeveloped regions of Jor- 
dan. 


Majali urges U.S. to put more pressure on Israel 


LONDON (Perm) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
has urged the United States to 
put increased pressure on 
Israel as part of efforts to 
achieve a lasting peace in fee 
Middle East 

to an interview with fee Ara- 
bic service of fee London- 
based Spectrum radio. Dc 
Majali said fee peace process 
has faltered as a result of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s strategy, which 
he described as completely 
different from fee strategies of 
previous Israeli governments. 

“It is regrettable to see 
repeated attempts mark in vain 
to force Israel to comply wife 
the requirements of peace,” 
added Du Majali. 

The prime minister said Mr 
Netanyahu's intransigence and 
his refusal to implement fee 
peace agreements, rejection of 
peace arid hardened policies 
have caused him to lose credi- 


bility in the eyes of fee world, 
specifically in fee U.S. and 
Europe. 

“Indeed, Netanyahu's poli- 
cies have helped lead to 
unprecedented worldwide 
support for the Palestinian 
people's cause,” he added 
Referring to the European 
rote in the peace process, Dc 
Majali said major develop- 
ments, particularly in econom- 
ic support for the countries of 
the region, have taken place. 

He said Europe is seeking to 
make its call fra 1 peace brand 
and is demanding feat fee 
signed peace agreements 
between the Palestinians and 
fee Israelis be implemented 
On the recent visit by British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair to 
fee region, Dc Majali said he 
was “shocked” to discover fee 
truth about the situation in 
Palestinian refugee camps. 

Asked about fee opposition 
in Parliament, fee prinre minis- 


ter said there are more opposi- 
tion groups in fee present Par- 
liament than in fee previous 
one. 

But despite the opposition in 
fee previous 12fe Parliament, 
the Hose endorsed the peace 
treaty wife Israel by a majority 
voce as well as fee sales tax 
law, among others, he said 

Asked if Jordan fears Iraq’s 
alleged mass destruction 
weapons, Dc Majali said Iraq 
is an Arab sister state and a 
neighbour wife which it shares 
many interests. He added feat 
fee U«N. inspectors have 
proved feat Iraq no longer pos- 
sesses nuclear weapons oc 
long-range missQes. 

But Israel, on fee other band, 
possesses both, Dc Majali 
sari, noting feat despite the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, 
Israeli agents used chemical 
weapons in an assassination 
attempt against a Jordanian cit- 
izen in one of Amman 's roa m 


streets. 

Referring to fee joint U.S.- 
Jordanian military exercises, 
he said Jordan is not the only 
'regional country to participate 
in such exercises, noting feat 
Egypt, the Gulf states and 
Turkey have an participated in 
similar drills. The prime minis- 
ter added that they are solely 
for the .sake of gaining combat 
experience to strengthen fee 
country’s defence capabilities. 

Asked about Jordan's imple- 
mentation of foe UN. embar- 
go on Iraq, Dc Majali replied 
that Jordan, being a UN. 
member state, is perhaps fee 
only country in the region that 
is fully committed to imple- 
menting the embargo because, 
be added it cannot risk any 
violation feat could entail dan- 
gers. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan wel- 
comes an Arab summit at any 
level for fee sake of serving fee 
national cause. 


Shbeilat expected to be released on bail this week — lawyer 


By Rana Hussemi 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Loth Shbeilat. 
wbo last month was sentenced 
to nine months in prison on 
charges of inciting dots in 
Ma'an in February and last 
week was pardoned by Ms 
Majesty King Hussein, is 
expected to be released on bafl 
any day this week, his attorney 
said 

“Mr. Shbeilat was expected 
to be released on Wednesday 
or Thursday, and I expect the 
Court of Cassation to order his 
release on bail any day,” 
defence lawyer Hussein Mjalli 
said 

■ He told fee Jordan Tones 
Friday evening that the reason 
he requested his client’s 
release was because be was 
detained illegally. 

“My client, who was 


released on bafl before hk trial, 
was jafled without a written 
order from fee State Security 
Court which [verbally] 
ordered his immediate deten- 
tion,” Me Mjalli, who is also 
the bead of the Jordan Bar 
Association, said 

Last week. Me Shbeilat sent 
a letter to the Swaqa prison 
director saying that he fed not 
ask fora pardon and askingfar 
the release of all prisoners who 
were inducted in a 1 996 gener- 
al amnesty. 

King Hussein ordered Me 
Shbeilat *s release during a sur- 
prise visit to the professional 
union's complex on Monday. 

It was fee third time King 
Hussein has pardoned Me 
Shbeflar, who was a member 
of Partfameni between 1989 
and 1993. 

Mr. Shbeilat was sentenced 
to life in 1992 after being con- 


victed by the State Security 
Court for treason and in 1994 
after being convicted by fee 
same court for lese majeste. 

The King told the -press after 
meeting fee presidents of the 
professional unions feat “fee 
Shbeilat affair is over, wife his 
colleagues as guarantors for 

him- " 

In his tetter, Mr Shbeilat said 
he did not ask anyone to vouch 
for him to scop “my national 

activity/’ and arirfafl that “I 

have never previously asked 
anyone to pardon me for 
crimes which I do not admit to 
committing. I am only exercis- 
ing my constitutional rights." 

He added that an amnesty 
involving him would violate 
the constitution, since fee ver- 
dict against him was not final 
because he was stiff appealing 
to fee Court of Cassation. 

But on Thursday and in 


response to Ml Sbbeflat's tet- 
ter ; the head of Professional 
Union Council, Hosni Abu 
Qheiria, said the coancjl “sup- 
ported the request by Attorney 
Hussein Mjalli to release 
him,” 

Ml Abu Gheida said Ml 
S bbeflat’s tetter “doesn't con- 
can the Professional Unions 
Council It only represents Ml 
S bbeflat’s opinion, and he 
bears the responsibility for its 
contents in front of public 
opinion.” 

Ml Shbeilat, 56, was 
detained by the authorities 
while on his way back from 
Ma'an on Feb. 20 after deliv- 
ering a sermon at Ma'an 
mosque a day before pro-Iraq 
unrest broke out in fee south- 
ern town. 

One man was kilted and 
dozens more were injured in 
the riots feat ensued. 


Pardon of Ma’an rioters closes chapter —^deputy 


(Continued from page 1) 

T ‘We believe that the Ma'an file is over and 
we hope fee government will fulfil its 
promise to improve the economic infrastruc- 
ture of the city” Ml Hlalai said. 

,L We believe chat the economic situation in 
Ma'an was responsible for fee contempt 
among fee residents and any move by fee 
government in feat directi cm will help calm 
down fee situation,” he added. 

The deputy said that among to; projects fee 
government pledged to undertake in Ma’an 
vw the Sbediyfo Housing Compouixlfi^ 
factory, a new university college and the agri- 
cultural projects which wifi create more jobs 
far fee unemployed in fee city. 

Ml Hlaka indicated feat despite govern- 
ment promises and fee decision to release an 
suspects, some people arc stiH unhappy wifo 


fee government's “behaviour*' following the 
unrest 

Meanwhile, Stale Security Court prosecu- 
tor Lieutenant Colonel Mahmood Obddat 
has offered the release of more than 80 peo- 
ple who were arrested for alleged involve- 
ment in a recent spate of bombings in 
Amman. 

The daily AI Dustour Arabfc da3y quoted 
Col Qbeidat as saying that investigations 
have proved feat these people were hot 
involved in these bombings. 

Tens of people woe arrested following a 
series of explosions in Amman that targeted 
fee car of former security official, a four-star 
hotel foe headquarters of foe fa 
and a school 

Earlier thismonth, the govemirent said that 
eight people have allegedly admitted master- 


people ware members of the 'Reformation 
and Ctaflenge” group which, according to tire 
government, was receivzQg financial support 
and instructions from abroad. 

On the other hand a sp okesm an of fee 
Lower House’s Public Freedom Committee 
raged fee gove rnm ent to improve thgqnnrii- 
tinns of fee overcrowded Juwddah prison. 

Deputy Mohammad Azaydeh, said that a 
delegation representing fee committee has 
visited fee prison and received complaints 
from fee inmates 

He told fee Jordan Times feat fee prison's 
totalities do not have a capacity for more than 
900 but as present, fee jail has more fe an 
1750 inmates.” 

”We have submitted a petition id fee gov- 
emment to imjrove the prison’s conditions cr 

. t. - „ ___ 
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German opposition party to challenge 


BONN (AFP] — The 
German parliament is to 
debate next week the issue 
of radiation leaks from 
nuclear waste shipment con- 
voys amid an outcry over 
revelations of contamina- 
tion. 

Michael 


Mueller, the 
opposition Social 

Democrats (SPD> environ- 
ment spokesman. Friday 
accused Environment 

Minister Angela Merkel of 
‘’negligence." and said the 
affair had ''further dimin- 
ished confidence in the gov- 
ernment." 

He said Ms. Merkel was 
guilty of "sloppiness and 
careless dealings" with dan- 
gerous materials. 

The charges come at a bad 
time for Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, who is struggling to 
counter low opinion poll 
ratings four months from 
national elections in 



government on nuclear leaks 


September. 

Ms. Merkel Thursday 
stopped ail transport of 
nuclear waste both in 
Germany and for German 
shipments abroad, follow- 
ing the revelation that con- 
voys heading for France had 
leaked radiation. Such 
waste is transported almost 
daily within Germany. 

One of the two big 
German police unions, the 
GdP. said Thursday its 
members did not want to 
escort future convoys. 

In March, a cross-country 
shipment to Ahaus in the 
northwest triggered bitter 
and violent protests. 

Parties from both Mr. 
Kohl's ruling coalition and 
the left-wing opposition 
have called for a debate at 
next Wednesday's session of 
the Bundestag, the lower 
house of parliament 

The debate is all but cer- 


tain to take place as 
demands from two parties 
are enough for an item to be 
put on the Bundestag agen- 
da. 

The environment ministry 
said the contamination did 
not present a public health 
risk, but promised there 
would be no further convoys 
of combustible nuclear 
material within Germany or 
to reprocessing centres 
abroad until "appropriate 
measures” had been taken. 

It cited in particular 
improved cleaning proce- 
dures before departure. 

Convoys would only 
resume once the measures 
"provide assurances that 
such contamination will not 
take place again," the min- 
istry said in a communique. 

A ministry spokesman 
could not say how long the 
suspension would last, but 
insisted that no contamina- 


tion had been detected on 
any convoys in Germany. 

Mr. Mueller called for 
explanations of record lev- 
els of contamination, “up to 
3.450 times over authorised 
norms." 

Ms. Merkel had May 14 
reporred 11 cases of leaks 
out of 55 German convoys 
to France in 1997 and two in 
1998. 

Mr. Mueller's assistant 
Klaus Lennartz said he 
doubted Ms. Merkel's 
claims that she had not been 
told of the leaks until the 
end of April. He said Ms. 
Merkel should resign if it 
turned out that she knew 
there were radiation prob- 
lems with the convoys since 
the mid-1980s. 

Lennarty told the mass- 
circulation newspaper 
Express Friday that public 
safety “has been neglected 
for years in the name of eco- 


nomic interests of the atom- 
ic lobby” 

The Greens environmen- 
talist party derided Ms. 
Merkel’s claims as “highly 
unlikely.” 

“If the ministry was in 
effect unaware, then this 
would not be any less than 
scandalous. It would mean 
that Ms. Merkel’s depart- 
ment has been fast asleep 
for the last 10 years,” the 
party said in a statement 
Wednesday. 

Ms. Merkel said 
Wednesday that the German 
nuclear industry and the 
French nuclear agency 
COGEMA failed to inform 
the government about radia- 
tion leaks in past convoys. 

She said COGEMA, the 
company running the La 
Hague reprocessing plant, 
and the German nuclear 
industry had sat on the 
information since the 1980s. 


German conservative party 
calls for reducing immigration 


INGOLSTADT. Germany 
(AFP) — The German 
Christian Social Union 
(CSU). a key party- in 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
ruling coalition, is to push 
for a cutback in immigra- 
tion at a congress here 
Friday. 

The conservative. 

Bavaria-based CSU is 
expected to adopt a resolu- 
tion entitled: "Germany and 
Bavaria are not lands of 
immigration.” 

The CSU platform 
worked out at the congress 
in the southern city of 
Ingolstadr Friday is to be 
integrated with the platform 


of Mr. Kohl’s Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
approved Tuesday in the 
northern city of Bremen. 

The CDU had called for a 
tougher line on immigra- 
tion and domestic security. 

Theo Waigel. German 
finance minister and presi- 
dent of the CSU. told 
reporters ahead of the open- 
ing of the congress here 
that immigration should be 
limited as it caused “fear” 
among Germans. 

The CSU is to make cut- 
ting immigration and 
strengthening domestic 
security key themes in its 
campaign for Bavarian state 


elections Sept. 13 and 
national elections Sept. 27. 

The party has an absolute 
majority in the southern 
state of Bavaria. 

CSU officials said after 
the strong showing of the 
far-right German Peoples 
Union (DVU) party in the 
eastern state of Saxony- 
Anhalt in April that it 
would harden its line on 
immigration and domestic 
security, to stop the DVU 
from taking away it sup- 
porters. 

The CSU resolution here 
on domestic security is 
titled: “No tolerance for 
criminals.” 


Former SS officer 
candidate in 


national elections 


MUNICH. Germany (AFP) 
— Former Nazi SS officer 
Franz Schoenhuber said 
here Friday he would be a 
candidate in German 
national elections in 
September. 

Mr. Schoenhuber, 75. for- 
mer head of the right-wing 
Republican party, told 
reporters in Munich that he 
would stand as an indepen- 
dent candidate affiliated 
with the list of the far right 
German Peoples Union 


(DVU) party. 

The DVU scored a shock 
result in a state ballot April 
26 in Saxony-Anhalt when 
it won 12.9 per cent of the 
vote. 

Mr. Schoenhuber said be 
would run probably in the 
southern state of Bavaria. 
He said he expected the 
DVU to get the 5 per cent of 
the vote needed nationwide 
to enter the lower house of 
parliament, the Bundestag, 
in the Sept. 27 ballot 


Spanish Socialists 
in dock for ‘dirty 
war’ trial 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Spain's former Socialist 
government goes in the 
dock next week, with the 
trial of a dozen people — 
including two ex-minis- 
ters — on charges of run- 
ning state-sanctioned, 
anti-Basque hit squads. 

The trial of the defen- 
dants for their alleged role 
in the “dirty war” against 
Basque separatists in the 
1980s Is scheduled to 
open before the Supreme 
Court Monday. 

The campaign involved 
the self-styled Anti- 
Terrorist Liberation 
Groups (GAL), which 
were allegedly funded by 
the government of former 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez 
to carry out a series of 
kidnappings and assassi- 
nations in the Basque 
country on both sides of 
the French and Spanish 
border between 1983 and 
1987. 

Most prominent among 
the defendants are former 
Interior Minister Josti 
Bamonuevo and former 
Security Minister Rafael 
Vera, who face prosecu- 
tion demands for jail sen- 
tences of 23 years for 
membership of an armed 
group, illegal detention 
and embezzlement. 

The other defendants are 
facing possible sentences 
of eight to 21 years. 

The main charge against 
all the defendants pertains 
to the kidnapping in 
December 1983 on the 
French side of the border 
of Segundo Marey — a 
French citizen of Spanish 
origin, who was abducted 
by GAL after they mis- 
took him for a leader of 
the armed Basque sepa- 
ratist group ETA. 

The kidnapping of 
Marey, who was released 
after 10 days, marked the 
beginning of GAL opera- 
tions. which swiftly multi- 
plied and grew more vio- 


lent with numerous cases 
of shooting and torture. 

GAL was set up in 
response to a major ETA 
offensive and aimed at 
expanding anti-terrorist 
operations into the sepa- 
ratist group's bases in 
southwest France. 

Monday's trial is only 
the beginning, with four 
other judicial investiga- 
tions into GAL’s activities 
expected to produce fur- 
ther arrests. 

The extent of the GAL 
scandal came to light in 
1994 and was a major fac- 
tor in the socialist defeat 
in general elections two 
years later. 

Even after the conserva- 
tive Popular Party came to 
power, GAL continued to 
provide a major source of 
political tension, with the 
new government taking 
pains to lay all the blame 
on its predecessor. 

The defendants have 
responded by saying that 
GAL was part of a politi- 
cal operation designed to 
discredit the socialist gov- 
ernment at the time. 

Top-ranking French and 
Spanish officials, includ- 
ing former Premier 
Gonzalez and current 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Francisco Alvarez Casco, 
have been called as wit- 
nesses for next week’s 
trial. 

Mr. Gonzalez Friday 
denounced the trial for 
being politically motivat- 
ed and warned that it 
would only serve to “legit- 
imise” ETA. 

The trial is a “political 
issue disguised as a judi- 
cial affair,” Mr. Gonzalez 
told reporters. 

ETA has been fighting 
since the late 1960s to cre- 
are an independent 
Basque homeland in 
northern Spain. Its bomb- 
ings and other attacks 
have left hundreds of peo- 
ple dead. 


Compliance issues critical 
to greenhouse targets 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Compliance issues 

remained the greatest chal- 
lenge to implementing 
greenhouse gas restriction 
targets, the host of a climate 
policy conference said 
Friday. 

Brian Fisher, executive 
director of conference 
organiser ABARE, 

Australia's major economic 
research agency, said a con- 
sensus had been reached 
that an emissions trading 
scheme was the best way to 
meet the Kyoto targets. 

But he said there would 


need to be a sensible moni- 
toring and enforcement sys- 
tem in place on the scheme, 
where credits would be 
traded on financial markets. 

The issue of compliance 
was one of the most press- 
ing issues on the agenda, he 
said, because it was critical 
not just to emissions trading 
but to the protocol itself. 

“It must be decided who 
would be liable for 
infringements of rules,” he 
said, adding that no consen- 
sus on the issue had been 
reached in Sydney. 

“It is a very difficult area 


which is going to need a lot 
of debate at the internation- 
al level to solve.” he said. 

The inaugural 

International Conference 
on Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Trading here fol- 
lows an agreement reached 
in Kyoto last year which 
committed developed coun- 
tries to reducing their emis- 
sions by an average 5 per 
cent from 1990 levels by 
2012. 

The conference is one of 
many fora aiming to thrash 
out ways to implement the 
Kyoto protocol. 


Tokyo, Seoul vow to stop Indian 
nuclear influence over N. Korea 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
and South Korea agreed 
Friday to prevent India’s 
nuclear tests giving 
North Korea an excuse 
for its own nuclear arms 
development, a 

Japanese official said. 

The agreement was 
reached when Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto met South 
Korean Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Minister Park 
Chung-Soo for half an 
hour at his official resi- 
dence, the foreign min- 
istry official said. 

Referring to India’s 
underground nuclear 
tests last week, the 
prime minister asked 
Mr. Park for coopera- 
tion in preventing them 
from giving North 
Korea its cue. the offi- 
cial said. 

“There is a need for us 
to express strong con- 
cern about this problem 
as not to motivate the 
Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea 
(North Korea),” Mr. 
Hashimoto was quoted 
as saying. 

Mr. Park replied that 
the South Korean gov- 
ernment was also 
“greatly - concerned” 


the 


about the matter, 
official said. 

Under a 1994 agree- 
ment with the United 
States, North Korea has 
frozen its nuclear pro- 
gramme, suspected of 
being aimed at building 
nuclear weapons, in 
exchange for the supply 
of light-water nuclear 
reactors and heavy fuel. 

The South Korean 
minister arrived here 
Thursday on a three-day 
visit partly aimed at 
paving the way for a 
visit here in October by 
South Korean President 
Kim Dae-Jung who took 
office last February. 

The minister told Mr. 
Hashimoto that 

President Kim had a 
“strong determination" 
to make relations 
between the two neigh- 
bouring nations still 
closer, the foreign min- 
istry official said. 

The prime minister 
expressed hope that 
South Korea would 
accept Japan's offer of 
$ 1 ’ billion in loans from 
the Export-Import Bank 
to help cash-strapped 
South Korean manufac- 
turers, the official said. 

The offer was made 


Thursday when Finance 
Minister Hikaru 

Matsunaga met the 
South Korean minister, 
in response to a request 
made by Seoul earlier 
this month for such 
loans. 

Earlier Friday. Mr. 
Park called for Japanese 
investment to help 
revive the ailing South 
Korean economy when 
he met with Shoichirb 
Toyoda, chairman of 
Japan’s Federation of 
Economic 
Organisations. 

“South Korea is to 
improve the country's 
investment environ- 
ment, we would like 
Japanese companies to 
support South Korea’s 
recovery.” Mr. Park told 
Mr. Toyoda, who is also 
chairman of Toyota 
Motor Corp. 

“South Korea's recov- 
ery of power is helpful 
for the Japanese econo- 
my” the South Korean 
minister said. 

Mr. Toyoda replied: 
“Japan and South Korea 
are in quite close rela- 
tions. We want to coop- 
erate as much as we 
can.” 
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Enviro nm entalists wearing protective clothing hold each other whil e sitting on.a.roof . 
of the Slovak embassy in Vienna. About 25 activists from the Austrian emironmenf' 1 

group Global 2000 entered the embassy in protest against plans by Slovakia to beg 

starting up the first reactor at the controversial Mochovce nuclear plant The aetmsts; 
were detained by police (Reuters photo) 


prince Reuters phtrfo. 


Nuclear protesters 
occupy Slovak embassy 


VIENNA (AFP) — 
Environmental activists 
briefly occupied the Slovak 
embassy in Vienna Friday to 
protest the opening of a 
controversial nuclear power 
plant in Slovakia, a spokes- 
woman said. 

Austrian police moved in 
about an hour after the 
activists occupied a first- 
floor room in the embassy 
to protest the imminent acti- 
vation of the Mochovce 
plant, which has sparked 
widespread protests in 
Austria. 

“But this does not mean 
we are going to leave. Our 
activists are still chained to 
the front door of the 
embassy, and we will stay 
here as long as we can,” 
Patricia Lorenz of the group 


Global 2000 told AFP from 
outside the embassy. 

In all some 20 militants 
were involved in the action 
over the Mochovce plant, 
including some six who 
occupied a room after “sim- 
ply walking in the front 
door.” the spokeswoman 
said. 

The protesters hung a ban- 
ner reading “Stop 
Mochovce Now” from the 
front of the embassy, while 
other activists wore protec- 
tion suits and gas masks to 
symbolise their fears over 
the plant. 

Police withdrew the ban- 
ner as they arrested those 
inside. The occupation had 
begun at about 9:30 a.m. 
(0730 GMT) and police 
moved in shortly after 10:30 


a.m. (0830 GMT). 

The action was designed 
to press Slovak premier 
Vladimir Meciar to pledge 
not to activate the 
Mochovce plant until inter- 
national inspectors had 
been satisfied it is safe. 

“The Slovak government 
has so far ignored all warn- 
ings about an over-hasty 
activation of the plant, and 
has even ignored an official 
protest from Austria,” said 
Global 2000 spokesman 
Lothar Lockl. 

Austrian Chancellor 
Viktor Klima personally 
appealed to Meciar to delay 
the activation of the plant, 
1 80 km east of Vienna, after 
inspectors said it should not 
-he allowed to go into opera- 
tion in its present state. ~ 


Result in 1 
peace vote 
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CFE talks still on track 
despite Russian problems 


VIENNA (AFP) — Talks on 
updating toe 1990 
Conventi onal Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty can still 
be completed by an informal- 
ly agreed deadline next year 
despite Russian problems, a 
senior diplomat said Friday. 

The diplomat admitted that 
obsta cles remain to revising 
the CFE before NATO’s 
scheduled enlargement next 
April — but denied a report 
that a new Russian proposal 
had reduced the tails to “a 
stalemate." 

“I think that’s overdramatis- 
ing," said toe diplo mat, close 
to the Vienna-based CFE revi- 
sion talks. 

“We can still get. there, 
although we're not going to 
get there and give both sides 
what they want... If we get 
some compromise on what 
everybody wants, yes we can 


get an adapted treaty by next 
April,'’ he told AFP. 

The CFE treaty was agreed 
after the end of the cold war 
to limit toe deployment of 
non-nuclear forces in Europe 
— specifically in toe so- 
called flank zones along the 
borders of the former Soviet 
Union. 

Talks on updating it — to 
reflect changes in toe region, 
notably NATO’s imminent 
expansion to include ex- 
Soviet satellites Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic — have been going 
on for toe last two years in 
Vienna. 

The diplomat specifically 
denied a report in toe U.S. 
journal Defence News that 
toe talks have been “thrown 
into turmoil” by a Russian 
proposal to exempt some 
equipment from the strict lim- 


its set out in the CFE 

The journal said Moscow 
had proposed that it be 
allowed to transfer weaponry 
from its flank region to two 
bases in northwestern Russia 
for repair — and that while 
they are there they be exempt- 
ed from CFE limits. 

The diplomat, who requeu- 
ed anonymity, said CFE part- 
ners were divided over the 
proposal, with some against, 
but insisted it- was not a major 
obstacle. 

“I think there _are bigger 
problems. Such as -longstand- 
ing objectives for What aD 
adapted treaty should do. 

“Russia wants its concerns 
taken into account and its 
concerns are that it is at an 
increasing disadvantage with 
respect to its Western neigh- 
bours,” be said. 


June 25 ‘.;N«t;sye ;hr sr?- 

Dta: 

(knicnf 

■:>r 

The pr.ibicti! •> t«i-{ 


sill n.-i be b;»:kc*i d..wr. 


rdicsn:^ line* 


wi.ivii f*rotL-‘-:.;ni u::^ 
d- and Ciihi-iic rcpijb-,. 

< -» 
&.J 

-“*• " r *•» - rcyi. -r.a: 


Mtll> ifllkL* U;J; 


•«» crall rj^filc 

* * 1 
*2 * fc . 

! Sriii.b Prime Miniver 

V -1 

.n) Flair ,mJ 


nr..i?lc ; mi 'derate foxier 


Li. ter L n ionise. :he 

•*£~.Zjr£. 

P'.irn.c . largest pun.. 

iV 

K'ih "ct urpet v.i 

» -JiT 


t .1 conMneir"- 


V 


Student kil 
n school s, 


teGRELD. Oregon 
in a scene becon 1 - 
, J^mfyingly frequent, a 

r H ,ld sludem 

Ith J -automatic 

S°f In a Ncho<.) 

7^. filing one per- 
V, Jnj injuring more than 


Kip 


face 

was 


'cram bled 
He was 


to 


lor 

be 


Kosovo Albanians, Serb 
officials open landmark talks 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — The Serb govern- 
ment and representatives of 
the Albanian majority in 
Kosovo opened landmark 
talks here Friday on the future 
of toe troubled Serbian 
province. 

Tbe talks, the format for 
which was agreed at a meet- 
ing between Kosovo 
Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova and Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 


Milosevic, were delayed after 
fog prevented the Serb dele- 
gation from arriving at the 
Kosovo capital Pristina. 

Christopher Hill, the U.S. 
ambassador in Macedonia, 
was attending toe meeting 

held at toe seat of the Kosovo 
Democratic League (LDK), 
toe main Albanian party in toe 
province. 

The agreement to hold 
weekly talks on toe future of 
the province, where toe 90- 


per cent ethnic Albanian pop- 
ulation is seeking indepen- 
dence from Serb rule^came 
about. following U.S. ..diplo- 
matic pressure. 

Since March, Kosovo , has 
descended into a near. war- 
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Floods kill 19 in north China 
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BEIJING fR) — Floods caused 
by torrential rains have tilled 
19 people and injured 24 in 
China’s northwestern province 
of Gansu, a local official said 
Friday. 

This latest count brought the 
death toll from floods to 50 this 
year. 

Water inundated five cities in 
Gansu Wednesday, including 
the provincial capital Lanzhou. 


toppling 1.257 houses and 
dama ging 5,520 hectares of 
spring wheat and other cash 
crD P s - a provincial flood pre- 
vention official said. 

He declined to give an esti- 

n f 5 ma P to ^ 

said flooding hit 80 .320 metres 
ot irrigation facilities, as well as 
i d km of highway. 

State media said the death toll 
from floods in the neighbour- 


ing Xinjiang region has risen® 
11 from 10 . 

Xinjiang's hardest-bit cdiHsy 
of Xiny iian near YBi city, bss 
been battered by heavy rains 
since May 16. ’ 

Flood waters damajsd 
least 2,409 hectaresTwol*?# 
under grain, including 
and com, and caused 3 0 
yuan ($3.6 million) in 
losses, one official inYili 
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Leader of the Democratic Unionists Party the Reverend Ian Paisley (left) leaves a 
polling station after voting in the Irish referendum in central Belfast Rev. Paisley 
voted ‘No’ in the landmark referendum which could help decide the fate of the 
province (Reuters photo) 

Result in Northern Ireland 
peace vote difficult to read 


BELFAST (AFP) — When 
the final ballot papers are 
counted in Northern’s 
Ireland peace referendum 
and the result is announced 
Sarurday, it will be a bard 
task to assess how many 
Protestant unionists voted 
in favour of the peace deal. 

Unless a good majority of 
this community backs the 
agreement. hardline 
Protestants might gain 
enough seats in the semi- 
autonomous Belfast assem- 
bly due to be elected on 
June 25 to sabotage the set- 
tlement 

The problem is that votes 
will not be broken down 
across religious lines 
between Protestant union- 
ists and Catholic republi- 
cans, or even on a regional 
basis, so the only guide will 
be the overall result. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and David 
Trimble, moderate leader 
of the Ulster Unionists, the 
province’s largest party, 
have both set a target of 70 
per cent for a convincing 


endorsement 

If it is somewhat less than 
that given that Catholics 
have indicated in polls that 
they intend to vote over- 
whelmingly ‘yes’, it would 
likely mean that only a slim 
majority of Protestants had 
backed the agreement 

Protestants account for 
54 per cent of the popula- 
tion and Catholics 43 per 
cent. 

Opponents to the agree- 
ment led by the fundamen- 
talist Ian Paisley of the 
Democratic Unionists 
(DUP), have claimed unre- 
alistically that a 26 per cent 
’no* vote would mean that a 
majority of unionists reject 
the accord. 

But a ‘yes’ vote below 60 
per cent would probably 
precipitate a leadership cri- 
sis for Mr. Trimble, as it 
would indicate that only a 
minority of Protestants 
were in favour of the peace 
settlement. 

The other important 
guide will be the turnout. 
Around 1.2 million people 


are eligible to vote, and up 
to 80 per cent or more were 
expected to go to the 
polling booths, much high- 
er than during general elec- 
tions. 

The greater the turnout, 
the Ulster Unionists 
believe, the more likely that 
the sizeable section of 
‘don't knows' (a third of 
Protestants) has come out 
in favour of a ‘yes.’ 

Critical to this are the 
young first time voters — 
the electorate whose sup- 
port Mr. Trimble sought to 
artract by appearing on 
stage together with John 
Hume, leader of the large 
moderate Catholic nation- 
alist SDLP party, at a rock 
concert Tuesday featuring 
the Irish rock group U2. 

Irish state broadcaster 
RTE was to conduct an exit 
poll late Friday, but the 
practice is almost unknown 
in Northern Ireland, where 
commentators consider it 
unreliable because voters 
are reluctant to reveal their 
political views. 


Student kills 1, wounds 8 
in school shooting spree 


SPRINGFIELD, Oregon 
( AFP) — In a scene becom- 
ing horrifyingly frequent, a 
15-year-old student opened 
fire with a semi-automatic 
weapon in a high school 
Thursday killing one per- 
son and injuring more than 
20 . 

Kip Kinkel, his face 
smeared with blood, was 
led away by police from the 
cafeteria where he began 
shooting as about 300 terri- 
fied Thurston High School 
students scrambled for 
cover. He was to be 
arraigned Friday. 

Kinkel had finished firing 
off one weapon and was 
reaching for another when 
he was tackled by one of 
the school's top wrestlers 
who had been injured.. At 
that point several other stu- 
dents jumped on Kinkel to 
subdue him. 

“He looked at us and said, 
‘Just kill me. Kill me 
now’ ” one of the students 
who helped to wrestle 
Kinkel down and seize his 
weapons told a local televi- 
sion station. Police went to 
Kinkel's home and found a 
slain man and woman pre- 
sumed to be his parents. 
Kinkel's grandmother told 
The New York Times that 
both parents were mur- 
dered. 

“Kip is my grandson — 
he murdered his mother and 
father,” Katie Kinkel told 
the New York Times. When 
asked if she was certain. 
Mrs. Kinkel replied: “For 
sure." 

As dusk settled in this 
stunned city of about 
50,000 residents, tearful 
students arrived at the high 
school with signs and bear- 
ing flowers that they inter- 
wove into the school fence. 

“Stop the killing" read 
one sign. Drawings of Jesus 
Christ were also bung 
alongside American flags at 
the school that was cor- 
doned off by police as a 



Fifteen-year-old Kipland 
Kinkel is shown here in a 
1997 Thurston Middle 
School yearbook photo- 
graph (Reuters photo) 

crime scene. Volunteer 
counsellors also arrived to 
help grieving students. 

The high school was to be 
closed Friday, though coun- 
sellors would be on hand at 
the Springfield middle 
school to assist students 
who need emotional sup- 
port in dealing with the 
incident. 

Kinkel did not appear to 
have any specific targets, 
and under Oregon law he 
will likely be tried as an 
adult but will not face the 
death penalty, said local 
prosecutor Doug Harper. 

Kinkel entered the school 
armed with a .22 calibre 
rifle, a .22 calibre pistol and 
an Austrian-made Glock 
pistol, and used at least two 
of them, police spokesman 
Jerry Smith said. 

“He was very calm” at the 
time of his arrest, Mr. 


Smith said. “His motives, 
what caused him to go in 
there, we still have a long 
way to go... my understand- 
ing is there was a history of 
violent acts.” 

As news reports about the 
shooting hit the airwaves, 
worried and weeping par- 
ents flocked to the school 
waiting anxiously for 
school officials to read the 
names of students who 
. were injured. As of nearly 
midnight Thursday, 23 peo- 
ple were taken to two local 
hospitals with -four of them 
listed in critical condition, 
four others in serious con- 
dition and the rest in fair to 
good condition, a city hall 
spokeswoman said. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton said: “I know 
that all Americans are 
heartbroken’' by the shoot- 
ing at the school attended 
by some 1,700 students. 

“Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the fami- 
lies of the people who were 
killed and wounded and 
with that entire fine com- 
munity,” he said. 

The shooting came just 
two months after two 
young boys ambushed 
classmates in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, killing one 
teacher and four students. 

The string of school 
shootings is “the inevitable 
result when you have a mix 
of kids and guns,” said Josh 
Sugarman of the 
Washington-based Violence 
Policy Centre, which lob- 
bies for stronger gun con- 
trols. 

“This is becoming more 
and more common," he 
said. “We see more and 
more kids using guns to 
resolve conflicts, whether 
it’s in school or in the 
streets." 

Since February 1997, 
there have been eight shoot- 
ings at schools around the 
country that have left 16 
people dead. 


Angry Russian miners 
jeer deputy premier 


PROKOPYEVSK, Russia 
(AFP) — Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Oteg Sysuyev 
flew into die Siberian mining 
town of Prokopyevsk Friday 
to jeers and insults from 
angry miners ami their fami- 
lies as the government strug- 
gled to defuse a deepening 
miners’ wage arrears crisis. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
meanwhile warned the strik- 
ing miners that their industri- 
al action had gene too far and 
was threatening to drain the 
country’s resources. 

The week-old strike in the 
Kuzbass coal region had 
“breached acceptable limits,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said in a weekly 
radio address. 

He also ruled out any possi- 
bility of the government print- 
ing money to meet the min- 
ers' wage arrears, that totalled 
3.7 billion rubles ($600 mil- 
lion) by May 1. 

Mr. Sysuyev, who arrived in 
Prokopyevsk three hours Later 
than planne d, missed a mass 
rally attended by around 
24>00 people in die town's 
central Miners' Square. 

But a crowd of several hun- 
dred locals denounced the 
Moscow authorities, shouting 
“Shame on the president,” 
“Alcoholics” and “Thieves.’' 

The strike movement began 
a week ago when miners 
blocked trains on the main 
trans-Siberian line at 
Anzhero-Sudzherok, north of 
the regional capital 
Kemerovo. 

Thursday miners moved to 


block a bran ch line the author- 
ities bad used overnight to 

sneak 17 freight and passen- 
ger trains into the strikebound 
region, cutting off food and 
raw material shipments to the 
east of the country. 

The Kemerovo authorities, 
who declared a stale of emer- 
gency Wednesday to protea 
vital supplies, said the block- 
ade was hitting grain and fuel 
supplies but that the region 
had enough basic foodstuffs 
to last around two months. 

According to ITAR-TASS, 
Mr. Sysuyev ordered the 
authorities to open up emer- 
gency food reserves to help 
families who had not received 
the child benefits owed to 
them. 

Speaking on the steps of a 
local administration building 
in Prokopyevsk, Mr. Sysuyev 
sai± “I know bow you live” 
— a comment greeted by 
howls of derision from the 
crowd. 

“We will go through the 
demands of the miners point 
by point, step by step,” he said 
ami d sustained hec kling 
before entering the building. 

During the meeting, attend- 
ed by Kemerovo Governor 
Aman Tuleyev and deputy oil 
and Energy Minis ter Igor 
Kozhukhovsky, be told min- 
ers’ leaders and coal industry 
bosses that the government 
“understood that if today we 
don't speak about the future 
(of the coal industry) we'll be 
back here again in three 
weeks' time. 


“We need to heroically put 
outthefire. We need to solve 
the problems not just in 
Prokopyevsk but in the other 
regions as well” Ml Sysuyev 
said 

Prime Minister Sergei 
Kiriyenko however has given 
Mr. Sysuyev little ammuni- 
tion, pledging in a tough 
financial plan unveiled 
Thursday to reassure {dung- 
ing markets that the govern- 
ment could not afford to bust 
the budget for the sake of the 
miners. 

“We do not have tbe ri ght to 
concede and resort to banding 
out additional money in con- 
nection with the protest action 
or tbe demands erf this or feat 
group of Russian citizens,” 
Ml Kiriyenko wanted 

The deepening crisis is a 
major test for Ml Kiriyenko, 
who pro mised on assuming 
the premiership in April to 
tackte Russia's chronic wage 
arrears problem head on. 

However, woeful tax 
receipts and die need to 
defend the vulnerable ruble 
with fiscal rigour have 
removed tbe room for 
manoeuvre. 

Even if it pays off the min- 
ers, tbe government will need 
millions of dollars to restruc- 
ture an outdated and ineffi- 
cient industry, and will still 
have to grasp the nettle of 
dosing loss-making pits and 
finding new jobs for a host of 
single industry pit towns. 


Clashes between troops and 
rebels kill dozens in east Congo 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Government troops clashed 
with rebels in a firefight that 
claimed dozens of lives, 
including that of a Belgian, in 
the eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), a 
diplomatic source here said. 

The report in Kinshasa con- 
firmed a statement from 
Belgium's embassy in 
Rwanda, which said Chat at 
least 30 people died last week- 
end, among them a Belgian, in 
violence in the Goma region 
across the border from 
Rwanda. 

The source in Kinshasa said 
a battle broke out Sunday 
between the Congolese 
Aimed Forces and an uniden- 
tified rebel group near Goma 
on tbe road from neighbour- 
ing Buterabe. 


The Belgian was named as 
24-year-old David Defleur, 
who was said to have been 
visiting Goma from the 
Ugandan capital Kampala. He 
was reportedly shot, but no 
further details were available. 

In -its separate report. 
Brussels' embassy in Kigali 
Friday said at least 30 people 
were killed in the incident in 
the Goma regie®, including a 
Belgian national. 

* The Belgian mission in 
Rwanda said the fighting took 
place Saturday and that 
almost all of the victims were 
thought to be local Congo 
people. 

In Kinshasa, a source said 
the rebels may have been 
members of Rwanda’s Hutu 
extremist Interaharawe mili- 
tia, who were routed from 


their own country with ex- 
govennnent troops in 1994, 
and have since been fi ghting 
the mainly Thtsi government 
installed in Kigali that year. 

The region around Goma, 
the town from where current 
DRC President Laurent 
Kabila launched the uprising 
that swept across the former 
Zaire to topple Mobutu Sese 
Seko’s regime last May, has 
seen mounting insecurity in 
recent months. 

The area is, a hotbed of 
activity by rival ethnic and 
military movements, includ- 
ing local tribes and Congo sol- 
diers, as well as rebels from 
Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi 
all fighting their own govern- 
ments. 


Taleban launch heavy attack 
north of Afghan capital 


KABUL (AFP) — Two fierce 
attacks were launched by 
Taleban forces early Friday 
against their ex-government 
rivals north of the Afghan cap- 
ital but in tbe heaviest clash for 
months the militia made no 
gains, witnesses said. 

Opposition troops responded 
to the dawn attacks with a 
series of retaliatory rocket 
strikes on militia-held Kabul's 
airport, with tire incoming mis- 
siles and distant exploding 
artillery awakening the city. 

Travellers arriving in the city 
from the battle area only 25 
kilometres north of here said 
the hardline Taleban launched 
attacks at around 5:00 am. and 
7:00 am. local time (0030 and 
0230 GMT) on the village of 
Guldara. 

‘The Taleban attacked 
Guldara twice from the direc- 
tion of the main road but they 
felled to advance and I've seen 
a lot of injured being driven 
back from the frontlines,” a 
one-legged villager explained. 

Travellers described the 
mailing’s battle as the heavi- 
est fighting since anti-Thleban 
troops loyal to topgun Ahmad 
Shah Marood advanced in the 
plains north of the capital in 
July last yean 

Since then successive 
Taleban assaults have failed id 
dislodge their stubborn ex- 
government rivals from the 
fertile valley. 

Journalists were prevented 
by a Taleban checkpost from 
exiting Kabul and travelling 
towards the front, which has 


been locked in stalemate 
between the two farming dis- 
tricts of Sbaka Data and 
Guldara for more than nine 
months. . 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Masood told AFP in a tele- 
phone interview the Taleban 
had left behind 25 bodies on 
tbe from after the first attack, 
and launched their second 
offensive to recover the dead. 

No independent confirma- 
tion of casualties was immedi- 
ately available. 

Tt was a very strong attack 
that lasted two hours with the 
backing of jets, but the locals 
put up a strong resistance 
because they have twee tasted 
Taleban rule before,” Ab dullah 
said. 

Abdullah said Ml Masood’s 
forces had responded with 
rocket fire at fee city airport 
By the early afternoon seven 
had struck areas inride and 
around fee huge complex 
sending towering plumes of 
dust and smoke into fee clear 
blue sky. 

Inhabitants dose to fee 
sweeping complex said five of 
tbe rockets hit fee airport while 
two others overshot the south- 
ern perimeter landing in a 
housing estate leaving five 
civilians lightly injured by fly- 
ing glass. 

The upsurge in fighting 
comes after a marked 
improvement in weather and a 
breakdown in talks between 
the Taleban and their oppo- 
nents early this month. 

Ab dullah said fee latest 


Taleban attack signalled a de 
facto end to peace hopes, with 
the current regional climate 
foiling to aid efforts to end the 
18-year-old civil war 

“By renaming Afghanistan 
as an emirate and with their 
leader calling himself the 
Arair-ui-Mo’meeneii (leader 
of the faithful), they had 
already closed ail the doors to 
talks," Abdullah complained. 

He said that with Pakistan 
occupied by Indian nuclear 
tests, they were too busy to 
exert fee necessary pressure on 
fee Taleban to return to negoti- 
ations. 

“Now fee Taleban have been 
left in tbe unfbrtimateaixl mis- 
guided belief feat they can rule 
not only Afghanistan but all 
fee Muslim Wodd,” he added. 

The Taleban hold around 

two-thirds of Afghanis tan 
including fee capital Kabul 
which they seized in 
September 1996, and have 
imposed what they say is fee 
world's purest Islamic state on 
areas under their control. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
includes a collection of fanner 
arch-enemies, which came 
together when the Thleban 
attempted to extend their con- 
trol into northern Afghanistan. 

It includes the ex-govern- 
ment of former President 
BurhamtddfoRabbamandtqp- 
gun Mr. Masood, ex- 
Communist and etfcmc-Uzbek 
warlord Abdul Rashid Dostam 
and tbe Shfite-Muslim Hezb-i- 
WahdaL 
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Fresh start for 


Indonesia 


THE FALL of Indonesian President 
Suharto on Thursday came, almost as a 
natural conclusion to the way he managed 
his country's so-called democratic process. 
The imbalance between the country's polit- 
ical structure and its economic conditions is 
what seems to have brought the downfall of 
President Suharto. Lack of sufficient politi- 
cal reforms throughout his 32-year-long 
rule drove a wedge between him and his 
people and the absence of genuine and 
strong democratic institutions rendered the 
gap wider. But confident of the support of 
the military and determined to rule with an 
iron fist, the Indonesian leader refused to 
resign and that engulfed the country in tur- 
moil. 

Earlier, when the International Monetary 
Fund intervened to rescue the country from 
financial chaos, the austerity measures 
slammed on the country only poured fuel on 
an already flaming fire. 

It is still too early to tell whether the newly 
sworn-in president, Bacharuddin Habibie, 
will be able to rule for more than a few 
months. The fact that he was Suharto's vice 
president cannot make him a permanent 
feature of the Indonesian political scene. 
Meanwhile, with the army choosing to stay 
neutral, the stage is set for the opposition 
and reforms to push for a full-fledged plu- 
ralistic democracy. 

The most important lesson that should be 
learnt from the case of Indonesia and its 
ousted president, and indeed the recent fall 
of Asia tigers, is that economic reforms can- 
not be real and cannot yield fruits unless 
coupled with political reforms. No matter 
how strong macro-economic indicators may 
seem, only when all the tools of democracy, 
including strong labour unions and civil 
society organisations, are in place and fully 
functioning will the real benefits of the 
economy be felt. The theory of Singapore’s 
Lee Kwan Yu that Third World countries 
need not liberalise their political systems 
while they liberalise the economy has failed, 
and miserably. The lesson should not be 
missed elsewhere in Asia in particular and 
the developing countries in general. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Arab A1 Yawm’s Saleh Qallab, took up what he 
describes as U.S. impotence in the face of Netanyahu. 
Qallab said the Israeli premier has mutinied against 
Washington and the world community at large. The 
writer said the U.S.. which had insisted that it alone 
should deal with the Middle East peace process and 
excluded Russia and the European Union from any 
role, is now withdrawing from the scene and losing its 
credibility as a peace broker and superpower and will 
evenrually find itself isolated from the world. The 
world is witnessing a U.S. Congress proving itself to be 
more Zionist in nature than the Zionists of Israel, the 
writer said. The international comunity is also watch- 
ing the U.S. succumb to pressure from Netanyahu and 
not the other way round, as it should be. the writer con- 
tinued. He said despite the Jewish lobby in the U.S.. 
President Bill Clinton can, if he so desires and if he 
wants his country to win the respect of the world, force 
Israel to comply with U.N. resolutions and fulfil its 
commitments towards peace. 


AI RaVs Mahmoud Rimawi said the Egyptian- 
French idea of convening an international peace con- 
ference to deal with the Middle East question is 
designed to attract world attention to the seriousness of 
the situation in the region. Since the call was for a con- 
ference excluding the parties directly involved in the 
Middle Easr problem, one can expect Russia, the U.S.. 
European Union (EU) and other major powers to par- 
ticipate, he continued. But he asked what can be expect- 
ed from such a conference as long as the U.S. refuses to 
exert any form of pressure on Israel and as long as the 
EU which had openly supported Palestinian rights 
refrains from imposing economic sanctions on the 
Jewish state to force it to comply with the requirements 
of peace. The writer said Netanyahu had scoffed at the 
Europeans’ warnings to Israel and has defied the U.S. 
saying he would not accept any kind of pressure and 
fears no power. Rimawi said the only way to end the 
deadlock is to return the problem to the U.N. where the 
Security Council can take effective and immediate 
measures to put an end to Netanyahu's arrogance. 


U.S. will continue to move the goal post on In 


WHEN KING HUSSEIN addressed members of the judi- 
ciary and legislative authorities in Amman two days ago. 
he was sending a reply to Ambassador Thomas Pickering, 
who had earlier served in Amman, won the admiration 
and friendship of many Jordanians and proved to be the 
epitome of diplomacy and sharp analysis. Now as an 
under-secretary of state for Near Eastern affairs. 
Ambassador Pickering made certain statements on Iraq 
which made King Hussein come out openly and stress the 
Jordanian stand. The American statements show that the 
U.S. is determined to do everything in its power to ensure 
that the international sanctions against Iraq remain in 
place for a long, long time. 

It was always dear that the U.S. would fight tooth and 
nail against any substantive move towards lifting the 
sanctions against Iraq. But most telling were the recent 
comments by Mr. Pickering that the U.S. does not believe 
Saddam Hussein would comply with U.N. requirements 
and “that means, as far as the U.S. is concerned, that sanc- 
tions will be a fact of life (for Iraq) for the foreseeable 
future.” 

Let us make no mistake about the U.S. position despite 
the diplomatic jargon in which it has been presented. It 
simply means that every time Iraq comes anywhere near 
fulfilling its obligations under the U.N. resolutions relat- 
ed to the Gulf crisis, the U.S. will find some reason or 


another to push back the goal posL The mighty veto 
power the U.S. wields in die U.N. Security Council as 


well as the financial clout and political pressure it can 
apply on other members of the council would ensure that 
Washington would get its way. At the same time, die U.S. 
is also conscious that the plight of the Iraqi people is 
indeed an issue of grave concern for a majority of the 
international community. 

Washington knows that it cannot be seen as insensitive 
to the suffering of the Iraqis. And hence its support for 
Iraq’s oil-for-food deal with die United Nations. That 
explains Washington’s recent proposal to have the oil-for- 
food programme renewed automatically for as long as the 
international sanctions against Iraq remain in place. The 
programme is renegotiated and adopted every six months. 
The U.S. proposal, which was immediately rejected by 
Iraq, would have done away with world attention on the 
suffering of the Iraqi people every six months at least. Of 
course, the American argument is different 

Washington wastes no opportunity to drive home its 
assertion that its support for the oil-for-food programme 
is strictly based on its concern for the Iraqi people left to 
starve and suffer as a result of the actions of their regime 
under Saddam Hussein. If anything, the American stand 
implies, the people of Iraq should be grateful to the 
Clinton administration for supporting the oil-for-food 
programme, without which they would have perished as a 
result of lack of food and medicine. But that is on anoth- 
er front. 

What matters to us here in the Arab World is the blan- 


ket American rejection of any Arab argumem.fa^^^^^ 
openly and categorically, the ground rules of i f 
that one could understand what is expected of i 

the sanctions are lifted. While we cannot expect anyi^p f 
official to do that, except to issue ambiguous 
about Iraq’s “obligations” to the U.N.. we are akq-a$i^ _ 
that it is under American insinuation that die profesip^ : 
als in the arms industry who are inspecting Ira^syefe^ , 
programme are also not very forthcoming as to wheretfe,-; 
line is expected to be drawn in terms of the 
compliance with -U.N. requirements. That is where : m&>- 
catch is. As long as no categorical, clear cut specifics 
given, the U.S. is able to play around in ambiguity ajaft. r 
comes up with new/old “obligations” for Iraq and : 

cbeck any prospect of lifting the sanctions. v:.j: . 

And sure enough, this would include, a J a later staged 
Baghdad ’s treatment of its Shi’ite and Kurd communities:, 
and the country’s human rights record when there is ofr; 
longer any technical smokescreen for the U.S. to hideitit : ' 
secret agenda of keeping Iraq a caged lion with which it- 
could scare its Arab Gulf neighbors into buying more. 
American weapons and, in general, serve Washington** 
strategic political and economic interests in the Middle' 
East It is this realisation and fear that made King Hussein 
reemphasise that sanctions will not bring about Saddam 
Hussein’s demise, and something positive and tangible 
should be done immediately to alleviate the sufferings of 
the Iraqi people. 


Permanent status: A principled Palestinian agenda 
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By John V. Whitbeck 


BOTH ISRAEL and the United States are 
urging the Palestinians to move immediately 
to accelerated permanent status talks, with- 
out worrying further about Israel’s non-com- 
pliance with its “interim period” obligations, 
most prominently those relating to further 
West Bank withdrawals. Perhaps reasoning, 
on the basis of prior experience, that any- 
thing that both the Israelis and the 
Americans want them to do must be bad for 
them, the Palestinians are resisting. 

However, focusing now on the ftindamen- 
tal permanent status issues could serve both 
Palestinian national interests and the cause 
of peace if the Palestinians were to break 
free from their habit of simply reacting to 
the agendas of their adversaries and to 
promptly set the agenda for such talks 
through a public appeal for peace along the 
following lines: 

The Palestinian people refuse to permit the 
failure of the greatest opportunity in half a 
century to achieve peace with some measure 
of justice. The Palestinian people also realise 
that the enormous imbalance of power 
between the occupier and the occupied does 
not permit us to impose upon Israel our 
rights under international law or our prefer- 
ences as to how a just and durable peace can 
best be built. 

Therefore, we appeal to the Israeli govern- 
ment and people to choose between the only 
principled alternatives on the fundamental 
issues which still separate our two peoples 
from peace. We pledge to respect those 
choices and to work with Israel, on the basis 
of its choices, not simply to drag out a never- 
ending peace “process” but to actually 
achieve peace. 

The Palestinian people could accept either 
a one-state solution or a two-state solution. 
In a one-state solution, the entire territoiy of 
the former Palestine mandate would be a 
single democratic state, free of any form of 
discrimination based on race or religion and 
with equal rights for all who live there — as 
in any true democracy. In a two-staie solu- 
tion. the state of Israel would continue to 
exist within its internationally recognised 
borders, and the State of Palestine would 
continue to exist within that small portion of 
the former Palestine mandate occupied by 


Israel in 1967, subject only to the possibili- 
ties of a mutually agreed formula for sharing 
sovereignty in Jerusalem (the only pan of 
the former Palestine mandate where the sov- 
ereignty claims of Israel and Palestine cur- 
rently overlap) and of mutually agreed reci- 
procal boundary adjustments. 

We appeal to Israel to choose, knowing 
that the only third alternative is apartheid. 

If Israel chooses a unitary, democratic and 
non-racial state, the Palestinian people will 
cooperate wholeheartedly to build such an 
exemplary society. If Israel prefers a two- 
state solution, then Israel must make two 
other choices. 

Palestine could accept either to divide sov- 
ereignty in Jerusalem, the capital of 
Palestine as well as of Israel, consistently 
with the clear position in international law 
that all of expanded east Jerusalem is occu- 
pied territory, or to share sovereignty over an 
undivided Jerusalem, within the current 
municipal boundaries unilaterally fixed by 
Israel, as a “condominium" which would be 
the one and indivisible capital of two sover- 
eign states. In either case, we envision a' 
physically open city with free access to the 
entire city for all Israelis and all Palestinians. 

We appeal to Israel to choose, knowing 
that there will never be peace without a solu- 
tion to the status of Jerusalem acceptable 
both to most Israelis and to most 
Palestinians. 

Palestine could accept that all Israeli set- 
tlers currently living in Palestine, as well as 
their descendants, should have a right of per- 
manent residence in Palestine and that none 
of them would be forced to move — on the 
clear understanding that they would be legal 
residents of a foreign state, subject to the 
non-discriminatory laws of that state, with 
no special preferential rights arising out of 
their race, religion or citizenship and with qo 
foreign array of occupation on Palestinian 
soil. If, however. Israel's vision of peace 
requires the annexation of further 
Palestinian lands beyond Israel's interna- 
tionally recognised borders, Palestine would 
be willing to negotiate limited cessions of 
Palestinian land bordering Israel with the 
objective of transferring to Israeli sovereign- 
ty the smallest possible amount of land 
including the largest possible number of set- 
tlers — on the clear understanding that any 


agreed cessions of Palestinian land to Israel 
would be matched by agreed cessions of 
Israeli land to Palestine and that all settlers 
living in settlements not transferred to Israeli 
sovereignty would then be promptly repatri- 
ated to Israel. 

We appeal to Israel to choose, knowing 
that the world wall never accept unilateral 
annexations of occupied Palestinian lands. 

We recognise that these are not easy choic- 
es for Israel, but they are choices that must 
be made if the historic reconciliation jointly 
called for in toe Oslo Declaration of 
Principles ' — and both peace and security for 
both Israelis and Palestinians — are ever to 
be achieved. 

We appeal to Israel to choose. 

We also appeal to all Israelis to accept in 
their hearts and minds that toe land that both 
Israelis and Palestinians love can be shared, 
that a winner- take-all approach produces 
only losers, that both Israelis and 
Palestinians must be winners or both will 
continue to be losers and that there must be 
a common destination at which both our 
peoples would be satisfied to arrive and to 
live together in peace. 

We appeal to Israel and Israelis to choose 
“peace.” 

Such an appeal for peace would serve the 
cause of peace in at least three significant 
ways: 

1 1 J It is easy, indeed automatic, for Israelis 
to reject any Palestinian position, without 
even offering a viable alternative. It would 
be much more difficult to reject at the same 
time both of two alternatives, each of which 
would appear extremely reasonable (indeed 
generous) in toe eyes of world (and even 
American) public opinion. Offering a choice 
between a one-state and a two-state solution 
would make blindingly clear that, by contin- 
uing to reject a Palestinian state, Israel 
would be choosing apartheid and, by making 
this clear, would increase toe pressure on 
Israel to accept that a Palestinian state is 
both inevitable and desirable — and to do so 


(2) It would be difficult to reach a 
Palestinian consensus position on all of 
these fundamental peace issues, and, if 
reached, such a position would then, almost 
certainly, be rejected by Israel simply 
because it is toe Palestinian position. By 


publicly appealing to Israel to choose 
between different approaches to toe funda- 
mental peace issues, each of which would be 
potentially acceptable to Palestinians, a 
long, difficult and ultimately useless process 
of seeking a Palestinian consensus on these 
issues could be rendered unnecessary. . 

(3) If a country’s negotiating positions and 
objectives are completely contrary to inter- 
national law and universal standards of jus- 
tice, ethics and morality, that country must 
wish to keep them hidden from public view. 
If, however, a country’s negotiating posi- 
tions and objectives are fully consistent with 
international law and universal standards of 
justice, ethics and morality, [hat country 
should publicly proclaim them — loudly, 
clearly and often — and strengthen its nego- 
tiating hand through international support 

Even if, as is entirely possible, toe 
Netanyahu regime were to dismiss such an 
appeal for peace with contempt, then it 
would at least be clear to toe entire world 
that toe “Oslo process" has nothing more to 
offer, that toe Palestinians have sought peace 
through negotiations in complete good faith 
and that there is no reason to wait until May 
1999 to affirm toe existence of toe state of 
Palestine (already proclaimed in November 
1988 and recognised by over 100 other 
states at that time) in all the Palestinian ter- 
ritories conquered in 1967 (including those 
still occupied) and to apply for full member 
status for Palestine at toe United Nations. 
Palestine would then be doing so while hold- 
ing both toe moral and toe legal high ground 
and in a context of unparalleled internation- 
al sympathy and support. 

If Palestine were a U.N. member state, toe 
end of toe occupation would no longer be a 
question of “whether” but simply of “when." 
If U.N. membership were applied for in such 
circumstances, U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
with no more elections to worry about and 
an eye on his place in history and fully aware 
that even his wife supports Palestinian state- 
hood, might well act in a wise and decern 
manner — in the best interests of America, 
Israel, Palestine and peace. 
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John V. Whitbeck is an international lawyer 
in London and Paris who writes frequently 
on the Israeli- Palestinian peace process. He 
contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 
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'Arab states must rally, face up to Israel’ 


REVIEWED BY ELIA NASRALLAH 


LOCAL COLUMNISTS last week focused on 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's 
defiance of the world community, toe fate of the 
peace process. Israel vis-a-vis toe world and 
domestic issues. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Saleh Qallab said all bets 
on the possibility that Netanyahu might change 
his policies have been lost and all diplomatic 
pressure has yielded no fruitful results. The U.S. 
and Europe have tried and failed to persuade 
Netanyahu to comply with the requirements of 
peace, and all Arab hopes to see toe peace 
process progress have been dashed in view of 
his behaviour. Qallab added. The writer said it is 
because the Arabs are divided that Netanyahu 
maintains his policies, and because the world 
community is influenced by Zionism that no 
positive moves are made towards lasting peace. 
He said the Arabs have abandon their differ- 
ences. meet at toe summit level and rally behind 
the Palestinians in their snuggle for freedom, 
otherwise Netanyahu's arrogance will remain 
unchallenged. 

Al Ra’i ’s Munes Razzaz addressed 
Netanyahu’s defiance of the U.S. saying the 
Israeli premier would not have adopted tins atti- 
tude had the Americans not destroyed Iraq's 
military might Indeed Iraq's strength was a 
trump card in toe hands of the Arab Nation in 
dealing militarily or diplomatically with Israel, 
said Razzaz. It is not only the Arab stares that are 
dismayed at Netanyahu's mutiny, but also the 
Western world which backed Israel and the 
U.S.. he said. Razzaz said Netanyahu has even 
thwarted toe efforts of toe American Jewish 
envoys Dennis Ross, Madeleine Albright and 
Martin Indyk who have tried to carry out 
Washington's modest initiative to brad: the 
deadlock in the peace process. 

AJ Arab AJ Yawm's Marwan Hazine said toe 
U.S. call for a Netanyahu-Arafet-Clinton meet- 


ing in Washington is not expected to take place 
because first Netanyahu is not expected to 
change his government’s policies as a result of 
that meeting because he fears trouble with the 
partners in his coalition. He said the proposed 
summit is not expected to see Netanyahu relent 
as long as the Zionist lobby in the U5. contin- 
ues to back toe Israeli prime minister’s behav- 
ioural any cost Therefore the ball is now in the 
Arab countries' court and it is up to them to sub- 
stitute their neutral behaviour with practical 
support to the Palestinians 
through international forums 
and their dealings with toe "f I 

Jewish state at all levels. 1 

Al Rai’s Sultan Hattab lJkf|F"P 
warned of a real explosion in toe yy 1 “ £ 
Middle East region now that 
Netanyahu has prepared toe qq 

explosives for the coming see- pf 

nano. The writer said even the 
very moderate Hosni Mubarak 
who is a staunch supporter of the U5. has 
warned of toe looming danger. But, Hattab said, 
it seems the U.S. administraiion is not only 
afraid of the Zionist lobby but also it is content 
with the belief that American interests are well 
prorected in this region simply because the 
Arabs are divided and not able to agree on a sin- 
gle move to help them regain their lost lands. 
The writer said toe Arabs have proved they can- 
not even express their anger against the U.S.'s 
blind backing of Israel, and it is most regrettable 
to see the U.S. practising underhanded dealings 
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Palestinians can never forget the disaster which 
made them refugees without land or a state and 
dispersed them throughout the Arab World, be 
added. Israel has to take note of this march, and 
the Israeli society should heed the calls of toe 
world community that has been urging it 
towards the impkmentation of the peace agree- 
ments, Zara said. The writer said if Israel con- 
tinues to close its ears to the calls for peace and 
continues to persecute the Pales tinian people, 
and if the Palestinians continue to suffer, toe 
struggle in various forms will 
■ ‘ - C continue until Zionist terrorism 

IE'.; " "■ ends. 

AI Aswaq’s Rashid Hassan 

K ill said despite toe sacrifice and toe 
| IX sufferings the Palestinian people 
- tod not lose hope 50 years after 
M T the Nakbeh. Since toe 1948 war, 

IX hundreds of thousands of 

Palestinian men and women 
have suffered either deato or 
injury, but they continue to be steadfast in then- 
struggle. he noted. The writer said the 
Palestinians who marched to mark toe anniver- 
sary of toe Nakbeh demonstrated their attach- 
ment to tbeir land and their holy shrines and dis- 
played unity in toe face of Israel’s oppression 
and continued occupation. The Palestini ans 
have thwarted all Israeli conspiracies to wry- 
them in other countries or to liquidate their pres- 
ence in Palestine. 

Al Ra’i's Hussein Abu R umman faffed the 
European Union (EU) for taking economic 


The writer said although ihe move appears to fee 
economic, it can be interpreted as a courageous 
stand on toe part of toe European nations who 
are displaying tbeir dismay against and rejection 
of Israel’s anti-peace policies. But toe write- 
said the Europeans can do more and can back 
their words and warnings to Israel with deeds 
and practical steps to ensure justice and peace. 

Al Arab Al Yawm’s Taher Adwan described 
IBs Majesty King .Hussein’s visit to the 
Professional Association Complex and his 
meeting with the presidents of the professional 
unions as a step towards reestablishing national 
dialogue between toe ruler and his people. The 
visit should serve as a cue to toe government 
which has shunned dialogue with the opposition 
groups in the past year to follow the King’s 
example, be said. The writer said, oyer toe past 
12 months toe country did not witness a mean- 
ingful dialogue between the government and ifc 
representatives of the Jordanian political or 
other factions, and such a situation did not coo- 
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visit should serve as a cue to the government 

which has shunned dialogue with the opposition ^ - *■:. th» nghi ^ 

groups in toe past year to follow toe King’s ‘ c •’ to 

example, be said. The writer said, oyer toe past ^ m.!\ nu 

12 months toe country did not witness a mean- 1 6^,. ' ,ln -n v;:nn- -t udiraj to fevi, 
ingful dialogue between the government and to? 

representatives of the Jordanian political or 4 - 7 “ , A . 

other factions, and such a situation did not coo- 11 tovi hu-.c r -,. 

tribute to toe cause of democracy. The King’s '' «•» ii. “ " u ^ 

visit, he added, comes at a time when the coun- X v, lh '\ s,,J i h i!s >. , ... . 


With the Arab World at a time when Washington measures against Israel which has been selling 

has lost all credibility in this region. Europe products made in the occupied Arab ter- 

AI Dustour’s Nawaf Zara wrote of toe ritories as Israeli goods. A decision to turn away 
Palestinian masses march and demonstrations such products has a political dimension because 

marking the Nakbeh anniversary. He said the he said, the Europeans have realised that braei 
marchers expressed not only their pain and is producing agricultural products through toe 
anger at the oppression of the Israeli occupation Jewish settlements in toe West Bank, toe Syrian 

but also a determination 10 pursue toe struggle Golan Heights and toe Gaza Strip, areas which 

for freedom regardless of the sacrifice. The are considered by Europe as occupied territory. 


try is in need of strong nationa l unity in the fece 
of toe Israeli measures. 

Al Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud criticised 
the government's appointment of framer minis- 
ters and senior officials as heads of public share- 
holding companies or semi-official institutions. 
He said these organisations should beheaded by 
qualified and well seasoned individuals who 
have worked for the organisation for many yeas 
and gained valuable experience. The writer said 
a former minister or senior official more often 
than not lacks toe skill of managing businesses 
and firms on a purely commercial basis as the 
free market economy requires at the moment 
He demanded that toe government stop appoint- 
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Iran becomes model for population control 


By Robin Wright 

TEHRAN — Jala) Shah pas and, a 
tall, husky restaurateur, waited 
until after dinner and the chaper- 
ons had gone off to watch televi- 
sion. 

After courting “the lovely Jila” 
for a year, he was ready. So he 
took her hand and softly asked, 
“Will you many rue?’ 

Jila nodded. 

Javad Goudarzi, a plastics 
worker, chose the traditional route 
to marriage: family arrangement 

When he met 19-year-old Thea- 
bereh the first time, he decided 
that she was the girl for him. A 
week later, the "proposal was 
relayed from his parents to her 
aunt and then to Theahereh. Back 
through the same route, she 
accepted. 

And so the two couples ended 
up in a whitewashed health-clinic 
classroom last week, waiting for 
something even more important in 
Iran than a marriage licence — a 
slip certifying that they had 
passed the nation's family plan- 
ning course. 

No one gets married without it 

The course is just one aspect of 
an ambitious campaign to stop 
what had become one of the 
world's biggest population surges 
— one that had almost doubled 
the number of Iranians since the 
1979 Islamic Revolution from 34 
million to 63 million today. 

The numbers shot up after the 
new religious government in the 
late ‘70s urged Iranian women to 
breed an 
Islamic gener- 
ation. Aided by 
a lowering of 
the marriage 
age to 9, they 
more than 

complied. 

By the early 1980s, the popula- 
tion growth rate had reached 3.2 
per cent, according to Iran's 
Health Ministry. Internationa] 
agencies pegged the rate at up to 
3.9 per cent, among the world's 
highest. 

Either way, the government — 
aware of the costs of such a large 
population — is spending mil- 
lions of dollars a generation later 
to reverse the trend. 

it seems to be working. 

When the instructor asked how 
many children each couple plans 
to have, Jalal and Jila, who togeth- 


er have seven siblings, said, 
“One? 

Javad and Theahereh, who have 
13 siblings, said. ‘Two." 

Nationwide, the population 
growth rate is now down to 1.41 
per cent, Iran says. And the fertil- 
ity rate has dropped to such a 
staggering number that wary 
demographic experts are helping 
to expand the data base and sam- 
pling techniques. 

Nonetheless, Iran's campaign 
has won worldwide praise. Popu- 
lation groups cite it as a model for 
developing nations and the Islam- 
ic bloc. 

And Washington-based Popula- 
tion Action International 
bestowed its highest commenda- 
tion on Iran's programme. 

Its strength may be its imagina- 
tive initiatives. 

Abbas Farsi, a truck driver with 
the first strands of silver in his 
hair, showed up early at the No- 
Scalpel Vasectomy clinic in south 
Tehran last week for the 10- 
minute procedure — and the 30- 
minute video showing a vasecto- 
my and answering the most-asked 
questions, plus personal coun- 
selling. 

“We have two children, and we 
want to give them a good educa- 
tion. so it was time to make sure 
we didn't have any more," he said. 

Farsi's procedure was one of 
about 3,500 each year at the facil- 
ity, which in turn is one of dozens 
of permanent and mobile clinics 
in Iran. All are free. 

From Norplant to condoms. 


lUDs to the pill and including 
both male and female sterilisa- 
tion, birth-control . products are 
free to all takers in another aspect 
of Iran’s programme. 

In the process, sex has come off 
the list of taboo subjects in the 
Islamic Republic. 

In health rooms set up in all fac- 
tories. in schoolrooms, in 
mosques during Population Week 
in July, in widespjeaa’inedia’cov- 
erage and in a blanket. advertising i 
campaign that ihclude^ bfllbdards' 
and water towers, family planning 
is discussed widely. 


The ruling Clerics have even 
issued “farwas,” or religious 
edicts, approving it 

The family planning pro- 
gramme; often referred to as 
Tehran’s “other revolution,” coin- 
cided with die end of the 1980-88 
lran-Iraq war and with broader 
societal openings as the revolu- 
tion began to settle down. 

It also represented a new streak 
of pra gmatis m among the coun- 
try’s Shiite Muslim clergy. 

Aware that even with its oil 
wealth Iran would soon not be 
able to feed, clothe, house, edu- 
cate and employ the burgeoning 
numbers, religious leaders, health 
experts, government officials and 
academics held a s ummi t to figure 
out what to do. 

Simply providing birth control 
was not enough, they agreed. 

By 1990, the Fertility Regula- 
tion Council was established. By 
1993, new laws withdrew food 
coupons and subsidised health 
insurance after die third child. 
And then came. die array of pro- 
grammes which, unlike India's 
sometimes coercive tactics, are 
user-friendly, outside experts say. 

The two-hour prenuptial class 
was one of the first steps in 1994. 

“At first we used the trick of 
requiring couples to take die 
course,” said Safieh Shahriari, a 
woman gynaecologist and senior 
family planning expert in the 
Health Ministry. “But after a year 
or two, we found most, couples 
wanted to take the courseJ- It's a 
place to ask questions at exactly 
the time they need 
answers." 

In the clinic 
classroom, 
instructor Abol 
Faz Mohajeri 
offered no-non- 
sense guidance. ■ 

‘What’s the goal of getting mar- 
ried?’ be asked the betrothed cou- 
ples. 

The answers varied from having 
an independent life and complet- 
ing the human experience to ful- 
filling the Prophet Mohammad’s 
message. 

“Yes,” said Mohajeri, adding 
what the others won’t say: “But 
it's also about having regular sex." 
'■'He' ‘then explained the various 
environmental consequences of 
overpopulation and did an explic- 
it show-and-teii of birth-control 
devices. 


Iran's programme has emphasised 
gender equality to prevent the problem of 
male preference found elsewhere in Asia. 



Iranian youngsters play in Chitgar Park, Tehran, under a large billboard promoting die observance of strict Islamic 
dress and behaviour (photo by apj 


■“And what do you want from 
God?' be continual Jila respond- 
ed that she wants healthy children. 

“Yes, that's right It's not impor- 
tant whether it’s a boy or girl'' he 
offered. 

Iran's programme has empha-r 
sised gender equality to prevent 
the problem of male preference 
found elsewhere in Asia. 

■Despite Iran's marriage age. 
which family pl anning experts 
here want to return to 15. the pro- 
gramme also stresses that preg- 
nancy before age 20 is not recom- 
mended. An accompanying pam- 
phlet shows caricatures of a 
young teenager and an old woman 
at fid] term. 

To reach workers, who have the 
lowest participation in family 
pl anning , the Islamic Republic 
has set up' education workshops in 
factory health rooms, which are 
also distribution centres for free 
contraceptives. 


Nationwide. Iran holds its annu- 
al Population Week, which coin- 
cides with die (JN. -designated 
Population Day on July 11. All 
segments of society are engaged 

‘We ask religious leaders to tell 
people when they are praying 
about the effectiveness of popula- 
tion control in dealing with social 
and economic development,” 
Shahriari said “Other Islamic 
countries are often surprised at 
how the religious leaders support 
us.” 

During the week, elementary 
through high schools focus on 
population issues in environmen- 
tal classes developed jointly by 
the Health and Education min- 
istries. To encourage media cover- 
age, Iran's programme offers free 
trips for the largely Tehran-based 
media to Isfahan and Shiraz, the 
historic centres of famed Iranian 
poetry, art and architecture, to 
cover family planning activities. 


Year-round Iran also recruits 
women volunteers who act as 
neighbourhood advisers about 
family health and planning tech- 
niques. 

“If neighbours are just starting a 
new life, a volunteer tells them 
about nutrition, cancer screening 
and care. For a family with four 
children, she might tell them 
about vasectomy and the benefits 
of population control Shahriari 
added 

To reach remote mountain vil- 
lages and rural tribal areas. Iran 
has 80 mobile teams, which have 
evolved from health workers who 
consulted on contraceptives to 
medical units — surgeons, anaes- 
thesiologists. lab technicians and 
nurses — that now travel by four- 
wheel drive vehicles or heli- 
copters to perform vasectomies or 
tubal ligation. 

As a Muslim country, Iran has 
had some unusual problems to 


deal with along the way. 

“Norplant, for example, can 
cause some bleeding, and Muslim 
women can’t pray when they're 
bleeding. So people don’t like it," 
Shahriari noted 

And die system still has serious 
glitches. 

Despire pervasive family plan- 
ning options, about 33 per cent of 
pregnancies are still unwanted by 
one or both partners, a recent gov- 
ernment survey shows. And 
among unwanted pregnancies, 35 
per cent of the women take oral 
contraceptives, indicating that 
they are misused or not under- 
stood 

But even success does not elim- 
inate the dangers. Even if the gov- 
ernment meets its objectives. 
Iran's population is still projected 
to reach 90 million in less than 25 
years. 

— The Los Angeles Tunes 


Look forward in anger 


By Katherine Vlner 

IT HAS taken 27 years, but it looks like 
we've got it: the sequel to The Female 
Eunuch. It was announced recently that 
Germaine Greer has received an 
$800,000 advance for the book she never 
thought she'd write: the Eunuch's fol- 
low-up. called The Whole Woman. Of 
Jure, we've heard her views of contem- 
porary arts and her acerbic witticisms on 
BBC television's The Late Show, and 
read her memoir of her father. Daddy 
We Hardly Knew You. But 1999 will see 
the return of Greer doing what she does 
best a feminist polemic on the brutal 
truths, as she sees them, of women’s 
lives today. 

But while the air is still alive with dis- 
cussions about the new. oineries-style 
feminism, what relevance can the most 
important feminist of the seventies have 
today? And has Germaine Greer any- 
thing to say to the women who are 
young enough to be her grandchildren? 

The early thoughts for Greer's new 
book were laid out in a speech she gave 
at the Melbourne Book Festival last year. 
The crux of her thesis is that women's 
sexuality is still a battleground; chat 
although she and other seventies femi- 
nists may have foughL for women to be 
able to have sex freely and without 
shame, nineties women feel they’re 
unacceptable if they don't have sex. 

“In 1968. women had the right to say 
no. without apology.” she said. “What 
they didn't have was the right to say yes. 
Now they have a duty to say yes to what- 
ever their partners may desire, no holds 
are baned. Women cannot admit to feel- 
ing disgust or to not enjoying the stuff 
that is going on — not if they want to 
seem cool, even if they have to take mus- 
cle telaxants to do it 

She claims that sex has been both ele- 
vated. so that it has greater importance 
than anything else, and emptied of 
meaning, and she claims that female 
attributes such as the womb and ovaries 
have come to be seen as irrelevant 
extras. “Where once women were noth- 
ing but reproductive organs and repro- 
ductiveness explained most of their 
behaviours.” she writes, “they may now 
claim no specifically female organs and 
no specifically female functions. The 
1969 female eunuch was nothing but a 
womb: the 1997 woman eunuch has no 
womb.’* 

Thus, Greer says, men who believe 
they are women trapped in men’s bodies 
are given breasts and a cleft and thus 
become “female;” motherhood is not 
venerated: and the breast has ceased to 
be a "food-giver" and has instead 
become an “erotic fetish.” 


To remind us that some things don't 
change. Greer reasserts that our culture’s 
dependence on penetration — away 
from “necking, petting, foreplay by 
whatever name” — helps to keep 
women submissive, which is why “the 
majority of men... refuse to allow their 
body’s outline to be breached.” She says 
that, for men, even a doctor’s probe is 
too much of a violation. “The penetra- 
tee, regardless of sex, cannot rule, OK? 
The person on the receiving end is 
fucked, finished, unserviceable, degrad- 
ed.” 

Her comments, which will form the 
starting point for her new book, are both 
radical and up-to-date, and suggest (hat 
The Whole Woman will be not a rehash 
of The Female Eunuch but an important 
new polemic in its own right. Her book 
is being eagerly looked forward to as a - 
radical, challenging voice — a relief in a 
world where placating men seems more 
important than anything else. If Greer's 
ideas could make the kind of splash 
today that they did in 197 1 , we are in for 
exciting times. 

She is dismissive about the so-called 
new feminism in Britain. “Life is more 
difficult than these new feminists sug- 
gest.” she says. “We’re not all young 
career girls who are pleased to wear lit- 
tle s trappy sandals.” In a review of 
Natasha Walter's book The New Femi- 
nism in the Times Educational Supple- 
ment, Greer wrote: “Walter’s book 
seems above all to reassure the faint- 
hearted that there is nothing to fear from 
feminism. If the next generation of fem- 
inists adopts her brand of unenlightened 
complacency, there will be nothing to 
hope for either.” 

Walter, meanwhile, thinks Greer is 
mistaken; that the world for women has 
changed for the better, not the worse. 
“Women's lives simply aren’t the same 
any more, and that’s partly because of 
The Female Eunuch.” she says. “But I 
think Greer is coming from the perspec- 
tive of someone who’s lived through the 
sixties, seventies and eighties, and she 
was hoping for a big revolution that did- 
n’t happen. Whereas we can say as 
young women that it is possible to be 
optimistic. In a way. The Female Eunuch 
was a very young woman's book, in that 
it put the enjoyment of sexuality centre 
stage. Perhaps Greer is writing from a 
different perspective now and maybe she 
considers that the enjoyment of sex isn’t 
as relevant today.” 

Walter also believes that Greer’s focus 
on sex and the body is no longer as rele- 
vant as she suggests. “The personal and 
the political are not identical any more, 
and the site of action is out there in the 
public sphere, trying to get political and 


economic equality.” 

When The Female Eunuch was pub- 
lished in 1971. the idea dial the personal 
is political — that what we do in our per- 
sonal lives is governed, or at least influ- 
enced, by political factors — was large- 
ly unheard otitis impossible to overes- 
timate the impact the book had, and 
indeed still has — it has sold a million 
copies worldwide, been translated into 
more than 12 languages and never been 
out of print 

‘The Female Eunuch had a wide- 
spread influence — especially on people 
who were not already involved in radical 
politics,” says Sheila Rowbotham, veter- 
an of seventies' feminism and most 
recently author of A Century Of Women. 
“It took the ideas of women having a dif- 
ferent destiny as something, that .could 
get women involved.” 

However, Rowbotham believes 
Greer’s current line on sexuality — that 
where once women could not say yes, 
today they cannot say no — is in part 
due to Greer’s own influence. “The 
women’s movement as a whole was 
always rather worried about Germaine's 
stress on sex in any drums tances,” she 
•says. . ' ' . " 

Controversy seems to follow Greer — 
be it spats with fellow feminists or invit- 
ing the homeless into her home — but 
that's largely because she is so uncenso- 
rious of her own words. The bottom line 
is that when she speaks, people listen; 
and she speaks with a ferocity often lost 
from contemporary feminism. 

Ann Oakley, who most recently co- 
edited Who’s Afraid Of Feminism?, 
believes that we are ina phase of reeval- 
uation of what has happened to women 
since the sixties. “There seems to be a 
whole new wave of feminism looking at 
die backlash and looking at where 
women have got to. 1 think Greer’s book 
is part of that Her original book was 
extremely important, and I think it’s a 
very good thing that she's following it 
up” 

Greer, meanwhile, is putting passion 
info this project “I spent six weeks solid 
just writing, getting up in the middle of 
the night” she says, ‘it was exhausting. 
I think that really good writing, especial- 
ly political writing, is done fast, so that 
you’ve got to jump up and run around in 
teats, so that it provokes energy.” In 
other people as well as herself? “Well, I 
must be going through this for some- 
thing,” she says. “I want the book to be 
white hot and tense and quivering.” 

Will this be the defining feminist text 
of die nineties as The Female Eunuch 
was of the seventies? There’s a year to 
wait to find out. 
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Jordan to join 


WTO by mid- 1 999 


Asian currencies fall , 
Indonesian rupiah shunned 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan hopes 
to join the 132-meraber 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) by mid 1999 after it 
introduces a new package 
of economic legislation — 
a prerequisite for accession 
to the Geneva-based organ- 
isation. Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Hani Mulki 
has said. 

The Minister was speak- 
ing to reporters after his 
return from the 12th WTO 
ministerial conference 
which addressed the organ- 
isation's future agenda and 
commemorated the 

anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the multilateral 
trade system {or the signing 
of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) in Switzerland.] 


Ai Rai Arabic daily quot- 
ed Dr. Mulki as saying that 
if the necessary laws were 
not introduced by mid next 
year, Jordan’s accession to 
the WTO will be delayed 
until the year 2002. 

In an unprecedented step, 
Arab countries — currently 
negotiating accession to the 
WTO — submitted a state- 
ment to the conference urg- 
ing the organisation to 
grant them treatment no 
less favourable than that 
accorded to the rest of the 
members, Tamara Ghoul, 
director of the coordination 
office to the negotiations 
with the WTO told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday. 

Ms. Ghoul added that the 
conference also focused on 
some members' failure to 
implement WTO agree- 
ments. 

Jordan, which acted as an 


observer at the Geneva 
meeting, concluded its first 
formal round of negotia- 
tions with the WTO last 
July following an inaugural 
round in October 1996 
when the Kingdom submit- 
ted a detailed memorandum 
to the organisation’s mem- 
bers describing the coun- 
try's economic situation 
with special emphasis on 
trade issues. 

The next round of negoti- 
ations between Jordan and 
the WTO will take place in 
Geneva during the last 
week of July. 

Dr. Mulki told reporters 
that he will soon meet his 
Egyptian and Tunisian 
counterparts in Jordan to 
discuss relations with the 
international economic 
blocs such as Europe and 
Southeast Asia. 


SINGAPORE (AFP i — Asian currencies 
fell against the U.S. dollar Friday and 
investors kept their distance from the 
embattled Indonesian rupiah as Jakarta 
announced a fresh cabinet to ring in much- 
needed reforms. 

Dealers said that banking problems in 
Jakarta hindering the smooth settlement of 


rupiah trades were uppermost in the minds 
of investors. 


World bank ready to broaden 
lending to Russia— report 


MOSCOW (AFP) — ■ The 
visiting president of the 
World Bank, James Wolfen- 
sohn. expressed confidence in 
Russia and indicated that the 
bank was ready to extend new 
loans, the Itar-Tass news 
agency reported Thursday. 

Mr. Wolfensohn. speaking 
after a meeting with membere 
of the Russian parliament, 
said that the World Bank, as a 
long-term partner of Russia, 
was ready to extend loans to 
the extent needed by Russia, 
the agency reported. 

Russian Prime Minister 
Sergei Kiriyenko had said 
earlier in the day that he 
intended to request an extra 
loan to support the mining 
industry. 

Miners have been on strike 
for a week to press for pay- 


ment of several months of 
back wages. 

Mr. Wolfensohn repeated 
that he had “confidence and 
faith" in Russia and stressed 
that a country in transition 
had to pay particular attention 
to social matters. 

But the Russian govern- 
ment had also to solve its 
budget deficit which was 
increasing dangerously and 
might “sink the country,” the 
report quoted him as saying. 

Mr. Wolfensohn arrived 
here late Tuesday for a two- 
day visit and was to meet 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
Kiriyenko Thursday. 

Since 1992 Russia has 
received $10 billion in loans 
from the World Bank and of 
which $6 billion has already 
been spent 


Standard 
and Poor’s 
downgrades 
Romanian 
debt 


of investors. 

The banking problems overshadowed the 
announcement of the so-called “reform*’ 
cabinet line-up by new Indonesian Presi- 
dent Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie, who 
replaced the long-reigning Suharto Thurs- 
day. 

“No one wants to trade the rupiah 
because of the prevailing uncertainty, 
everyone is assessing the impacts on the 
banking sector because Indonesia today is 
vastly different from Indonesia two or three 
weeks ago," said Sani Hamid, analyst with 
U.S. research house Standard and Poor's 
MMS. 

Mr. Hamid said fears also gripped the 
market about a reassessment of Indonesia's 
credit risk, already at a low ebb. 

Offshore funds did not want to trade with 
onshore players because a week after 
bloody riots that left more than 500 dead, 
most h anks in Jakarta have still not fully 
opened their doors and this has led to a 
backlog of settlements in rupiah trades. 

The Indonesian rupiah ended Asian trad- 
ing on Friday flat at around 10, 900- to- 
ll, 000 to the greenback, little changed 
from the closing rates on Wednesday and 
Thursday as die market took the new cabi- 
net line-up in its stride. 

“If the people had regarded it as a major 
cabinet reshuffle or expected many new 
names, they had read too much into it,” said 
Andrew Fung, treasury economist with 
Standard Chartered bank here. 

“Going by the new line-up, the cabinet 
can address only the economic reforms. 


CHRISTOPHER ZAPPIA has 
joined the Amman Manion 
Hotel as Director of Sales & 
Marketing bringing with him 
over 15 years of hotel man- 
agement and marketing expe- 
rience. Christopher has been 
with Marriott Corporation for 
six years in a variety of capac- 
ities. 

After beginning his career 
with Marriott as a General 
Manager for the Courtyard 
Division. Christopher then 
went on to sales and market- 
ing. Starting as a Regional 
Director of Sales for seven- 
teen properties in the United 
States. 

Christopher has just arrived in 
Amman after more than a year 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, where 
he was Director of Marketing 
for a Marriott managed ser- 



viced apartment complex 
there. He is looking forward to 
leading the sales team in intro- 
ducing the newly renovated 
rooms at the Amman Manion 
as well as the marketing of the 
Jordan Valley Marriott Resort, 
scheduled for opening in 2000 
on the Dead Sea. 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
The U.S. credit-rating 
agency Standard and 
Poor’s (SP), downgraded 
the rating for Romania's 
long-term foreign-currency 
debt on Friday from BB 
minus to B plus. 

Long-term debt in nation- 
al currency was downgrad- 
ed from BBB minus to BB 
and the rating for short- 
term debt in national cur- 
rency was reduced from A3 
toB. 

But the agency held the 
rating for short-term for- 
eign "debt at B. 

The agency said that it 
had downgarded the rat- 
ings in view of the last five 
months of performance by 
the. economy which had 
been marked by economic 
imbalances, government 
instability and fragility in 
the banking sector. 

Romanian privatisation 
Minister Sorin Dimitriu 
expressed “surprise" at the 
decision. 

“I am sure thar the 
agency did not have the 
right information when it 
made this judgement," he 
said. 


Belgium minister says euro 
could be model for crisis-hit Asia 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Belgium's Foreign 
Affairs Minister Enk 
Derycke Friday praised 
the European single 
currency, saying it 
could be a good model 
for crisis-hit Asian 
nations. 

“In view of the mone- 
tary instability in Asia, 
it may be useful for the 
European Union to 
share its experience of 
monetary cooperation 
with our Asian part- 
ners. I think this would 
be a meaningful contri- 
bution to the EU- 
ASEAN dialogue,” he 
told the Thai-Belgiura 
Chamber of Commerce 
here. 

“... Perhaps this form 
of structured monetary 
cooperation, which led 
to an environment of 
monetary stability. 


could be envisaged 
among ASEAN-coun- 

. .V. C... W L. 


tries in the future/* he 
said. 


The Belgium minister 
assured Thai officials. 


Derycke also defend- 
ed Europe’s involve- 


ment in helping cnsis- 
stricken Asian 

economies and dis- 
missed claims it had 
been absent in material 
terms. 

“In material terms, 
European interests in 
Asia and its contribu- 
tion to the rescue pack- 
ages put forward were 
larger than those of the 
U.S/’ 

At the recent ASEM 
(Asia-Europe Meeting) 
summit iD London, he 
said, Europe “made it 
amply clear that we are 
not fair weather friends 
and will not turn our 
backs on partners in 
need." 


notably Prime Minister 
Chuan Leekpai, that he 
had confidence in Thai- 
land’s ability to over-' 
come its current diffi- 
culties. 

Thailand has been 
struggling with its 
worst economic crisis 
in recent history for 
nearly a year. 

Mr. Derycke, accom- 
panied by a business 
delegation, has been in 
Bangkok since Thurs- 
day. The trip is aimed 
mainly at boosting 
commercial ties, with 
bilateral trade between 
the two nations now 
standing at $1.5 billion 


Mr. Derycke leaves 
Thailand for Brussels 
on Saturday evening. 


THE Daily Crossword 


1 Son of Jacob 
6 Memorable 
times 

10 Performing 
couples 

14 Genetic 
duplicate 

15 Roman robe 

16 Norway capital 

17 Attractive U? 

20 You betchai 

21 Tragic fate 

22 Obstacles 

23 Eastern 
potentates 

26 Jose's home 

27 Do 360s 

29 Celestial 


33 Beige shades 

34 Wendell, the 
actor 

35 Washington bill 

36 & others 

37 In Toytand* 

38 'Animal House' 
setting: abbr. 

39 Govt, agent 

40 Caesar's dog 

41 Extra-strong 
cotton thread 

42 British money 

44 Ecflbte 

mushrooms 

45 Unctuous 

46 Highway 

. accommodation 

47 Tidy up 

50 Take spotis 

51 Take steps 
54 Orion's dust 

cloud 

58 Give off 

59 Beastly 
character 

60 Clemens or 
Maris 

61 Service 
charges 

62 Hockey score 

63 Loudmouth 
lummox 


By Carat Lachance 
Massey, OnL 


5 Makes more 


DOWN 

1 Suffering dull 
pains 

2 Blackthorn 

3 Hard bargain 

4 Type widths 


revisions 

6 Attitudes of a 
people 

7 Capacity 

8 Long, long time 

9 America's 
unde 

10 Steal a pooch 

11 Annapolis sch. 

12 Designer 
Cassini 

13 Boozers 

18 Tender 

19 Ore analysis 

24 Heavy hammer 

25 Daughter of 
Ops 

28 God of war 

27 Coral colonies 

28 Group of eight 

29 Wyman movie 

30 Stable joke 
response? 

31 Total 

32 Doles (out) 

34 Shrewd 

37 Bondsman’s 
outlay 

38 Give the ax 


0000 0000 □□□□□ 
0000 0000 □□□□□ 
□cuaciBHann 00000 
araQBIM BH0BB 
000 000 O00000 

000E1000Q0000 
00Q00 00000 000 
BO0O sanas 0000 
DOB BB0Q0 00000 
00HB0D0EJO0H0 
0000QD 000 000 

nnnns 000000 

□00D0 00O00Q000 
00000 D000 0D00 
□□□00 (3000 0000 


iqiSSSTdoN UM Eavtaa. he. 
Mittacianmd. 


40 Singer Patsy 

41 State gambling 

43 Cooks with dry 
heat 

44 Natural satellite 

46 Sample house 

47 ChikTs 
profession 

48 Toao's caorta) 


49 New Tfork canal 
50 'Doctor 
Zhivago' girl 

52 'Cany on _' 

53 Pd base 

55 Table tyrant 

56 Self image 

57 Tightening 
snake 
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The political reforms have to be addressed 
largely outside the cabinet," Mr. Fung said. 

He stressed that while President Habi- 
bie's cabinet wanted to move swiftly to put 
the shattered economy in order, it also had 
to toe a very thin line because the ground 
rules would be largely set by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

“They will not want to reignite social 

pressures.’* he said. 

Mr. Habibie excluded former President 
Suharto’s golfing buddy Mohamad ‘Bob’ 
Hasan, the former trade minis ter, and his 
eldest daughter Siti Tutut* Hardiyanti Ruk- 
mana who held the social affairs portfolio. 

Their appointments in March to the pre- 
vious cabinet, as the country’s economic 
crisis spiralled out of control, were widely 
condemned as examples of nepotism and 
cronyism. 

He named Ginanjar Kartasasmita as coor- 
dinating minis ter for economy, industry 
and finance. He is known to have good 
relations with the IMF. 

Mr. Hamid of MMS said some market 
players felt that Habibe had inducted many 
of his friends from the Muslim Intellectuals 
Society of Indonesia or ICMI into the cabi- 
net to reward them for “indirectly” helping 
him become president 

“Some are claiming that 20 per cent of the 
cabinet comprises ICMI members,” be 
said. 

Dealers said the other Asian currencies 
mostly held their own against the green- 
back but shed early gains to end Friday in 
negative territory. 

The Singapore dollar fell to 1.6380 
against the U.S. dollar from Thursday's 
close of 1.6375. the Taiwan dollar to 
33.610 from 33.553, the Malaysian ringgit 
to 3.7900 from 3.7650 and the Thai baht at 
39.34 from 39.07. 

The Philippine peso rose to 38.72 from 
38.83 and the South Korean won to 1,384 
from 1,388. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You find youiseff&fefe 
ing down. This is good, because it gives you a w&pfe 
get used to your new skills before you use 
much. Do. a few test drives around the neighbotn^^ 
before you take this new buggy — you — out ottf0® 
superhighways of life. - r’ Z.^M 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’re going 
a rather uncharacteristic fit of self-indulgence torngfe^j 
tomorrow. Why not go ahead and plan this out? Decide^ 
ahead of time what you’re going to buy. where yotfi^j 
going to go out to dinner, all that stuff. This could tam/ 
out to be fun after all- -■ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It’s time to completes 
something with a friend. You also promised you’d dpi 
lunch. Well, why don’t you start with thar? It’s time ydti 
had a good talk with this person. You’ll both feel better 
once this is cleared up. Go to a nice place. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1) The Taurus moon lends' 
you strength and stability. A gathering of friends will be’ 
productive, due to your creativity. If you’re involved in 
a worthy cause, you'll be amazed at what you get done. - 
If you’re not, you should be. Call a person who is and 
talk it over. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Someone in authority 
would like to tell you what to do. This person has fig-' 
ured out how your life would be so much better if you’d 
just go along with the agenda. Listen to what the agen- 
da is before you reject it. This other person might just 
be on to something. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is a good 
weekend for visiting a dear loved one. This person likes 
to tell you what to do. Being such a sweetheart, you lis- 
ten politely. That makes him or her feel marvellous. You 
don’t have to really do what this person says, just listen. 
That's enough. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Wouldn’t you 
know it? Here’s the weekend, and all you can think of 
is what you can and can’t afford. You don’t want to 
shop. You want to travel. You want to go places and see 
things. Well, get a friend to share carfare and go togeth- 
er. Forget the other stuff. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You get to 
rest a bit. and that will be welcome after the activity of 
the last few days. Don't plan to go anywhere this week- 
end. Do what works best for you and the people you 
love best And let it go at that. You can overexert your- 
self some other time 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
get to work over the weekend. It looks like someone is 
ordering you around. That could be your sweetheart, 
with a honey-do list. Give it your best shot. You will be 
repaid, although it may not be in money, and it may not 
be right away. -It’ll be worth the effort, and the wait. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January^)) You feel 
like time is running out and you need to finish things' 
now. That's good. It’s inspirational and motivational to 
have those feelings, even if it's also irritating. Once you 
and a loved one have ironed out your differences, it 
could even be fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) It’s a good 
weekend to stay home. Invite friends to your house 
instead of going to theirs. Don’t keep them there all 
night talking, either. Save some special time for that one 
particular person. You should know who that is by the 
time the evening’s through. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You're stirring 
things up at home. Somebody else might be, too. You're 
following through on plans you made previously, and 
that’s good. The objective is to have things turn out bet- 
ter than they were instead of worse. You've got a cou- 
ple days to do it. so get busy. 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 



THE BETTER HAIF„ By Giasbergen 





I opened the freezer and oven 
* lu same ^ me and now we’ve 

got thunderstorms in the kitchen!" 




Unscramble these four Jumbles 

one lattor to aach square, to tofm 

four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• t* Hand JtnoM and MtaaArdrtm 



Now arrange the drttod totew to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer A 


— ri-i ^ ^ 

( (Answers tomorrow) 

gripe known BUREAU JUNGLE 

* ruwon Why he avoided the tunnel crew — 

THEY WERE BORING’ 
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Consultative council to 
advise minister of trade 


By Hasher Majoka 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Industry and Trade, Hani 
Mulki has appointed a nine* 
member consultative coun- 
cil to advice him on finan- 
cial, industrial and trade 
issues relating to proposed 
legislation, financial regula- 
tions and local and regional 
economic treads.. 

Council member Fahd 
Fanek told the Jordan Times 
on Friday that the council 
would be a useful means of 
conveying the sentiments 
and opinions of business- 
men, industrialists and 
economists to the minister 
and in turn keeping them 
better informed of the gov- 
ernment's policies. 

However, he added that he 
did not think “the council 
would have a significant 
impact on economic poli- 


cies as it acts in a purely 
advisory role.'’ 

The council is comprised 
of leading businessmen, 
industrialists, a newspaper 
editor, bankers and econo- 
mists. 

Hisham Haj Hassan. a 
board-member of the 

Amman Chamber of 

Commerce Friday 

expressed his disappoint- 
ment with the exclusion of 
the Chamber members from 
the council. 

“The Chamber of 

Commerce and it’s mem- 
bers are probably best 

placed to convey the private 
sector's concerns and inter- 
ests to the minister on mat- 
ters relating to trade and 
finance," he said. 

In a column published in a 
local Arabic daily Mr. Haj 
Hassan said he blames the 
minister for marginalising 
the role of the Chamber of 


Commerce which plays an 
important part in the coun- 
try’s economy. 

Chamber President, 
Haidar Murad, refused to 
comment on the issue. 

The council is scheduled 
to meet once every fortnight 
and Dr. Mulki has promised 
to distribute information 
relating to upcoming dis- 
cussions beforehand. Dr. 
Fanek said. 

The council headed by 
Dr. Mulki. held its inaugur- 
al meeting two weeks ago 
and discussed issues relat- 
ing to Jordan's accession to 
the 132-member World 
Trade Association (WTO), a 
proposed free trade agree- 
ment with Egypt, increasing 
and streamlining Jordan's 
trade with the Palestinians 
as well as ways of exempt- 
ing primary goods for the 
industrial sector from cus- 
tom duties. 


Pollution costs Lebanon $450m a year — report 


BEIRUT ( AP) — Gas emissions from motor 
vehicles and factories are costing Lebanon 
annually $450 million in lost productivity, 
health and environmental damage, a report 
said Friday. 

The report, carried by Al-Nahar newspaper, 
said the losses amounted to 3.5 per cent of 
gross domestic product, higher than the 
European Union average of about 2 per cent. 

Motor vehicles, many up to 18 years old, 
and congested roads in and around the capi- 


tal Beirut, where about half of Lebanon's 3.2 
million people live, are the main culprits. 

The report said the losses were due to high- 
er gasoline consumption, traffic jams that are 
chipping away at workers' production hours, 
cleanup efforts and health costs. 

There are about 1.8 million vehicles on the 
road in Lebanon, which still lacks adequate 
public transportation that was destroyed dur- 
ing the 1975-90 civil war. In 1975, there were 
about 300,000 vehicles in Lebanon. 
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bank 

turnover at stock market 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For the second 
week in a row, turnover 
surged at the Amman 
Financial Market ( AFM) due 
to the high demand over 
bank shares, a stock market 
broker said Friday. 

The AFM weekly bulletin 
indicated that turnover in the 
past week amounted to JD12 
milli on, compared to JD8.1 
million, the previous week 
or a 48 per cent increase. 

The bulletin showed that 
5.9 million shares were trad- 
ed in the market, concluded 
in 4,441 contracts, with a 
daily trading average of 
JD2.4 million. 


Naim Naqeeb. a broker at 
the AFM, said trading in the 
previous week focused on 
the Arab, Housing and 
Islamic banks, which 
accounted for almost two- 
thirds of the total turnover. 

Mr. Naqeeb told the Jordan 
Times that the Arab and 
Housing banks' decisioD to 
distribute a free share for 
each share holder was 
responsible for the high 
demand for their shares. 

The decision was followed 
by a 50 per cent decrease in 
their shares' prices. 

‘The new prices of the two 
banks' shares are very attrac- 
tive to local and foreign 
investors, who have focused 
their activities on these 


shares," Mr. Naqeeb said. 

He said demand for the 
Arab Bank's shares was 
mainl y by ‘‘non-Jordanian” 
investors, while buyers of 
the Housing Bank’s shares 
were mainly Jordanians. 

The bulletin indicated that 
the high for the Arab and 
Housing banks' shares 
reached JD209 and JD6.9 
respectively, while the low- 
est prices recorded were 
JD200 and JD2.9 respective- 
ly- 

The broker said demand 
for Arab and Housing bank 
shares was expected to con- 
tinue in the stock market this 
week. 

Mr. Naqeeb said more than 
950,000 shares of the 


Islamic Bank changed hands 
last week from Jordanian to 
foreign investors. The identi- 
ty of these investors was not 
known. 

He said trading on the ser- 
vices and insurance sectors 
in the past week was low. 
w hile demand for industrial 
sector shares was normal 
and mainly for the Arab 
Pharmaceutical Industry due 
to its decision to give a free 
share to its shareholders. 

But despite the increase in 
the shares' prices, the AFM 
general price index <GPI) 
decreased by 0.64 points, 
due to an overall decrease in 
the price of the companies' 
shares. 

The bulletin indicated that 


the GPI stood at 179.3 points 
in the past week, down from 
179.9 a week ago. or a 0.35 
per cent decrease. 

The. Stock Market bulletin 
showed that the banking sec- 
tor ranked first among the 
four sectors, with a total 
turnover of JD8.2 million, 
followed by the industrial 
sector with JD2.4 million, 
services sector with ID 1.3 
million and finally the insure 
ance sector with JD20.000. 

Out of the 93 firms active 
in the market 35 firms 
recorded an increase in their 
prices, 41 companies regis- 
tered decreases and 17 firms 
witnessed no change in their 
prices. 
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Maldini waits on Del Piero, 


recalls Baggio to squad 


ROME (AFP) — Italy coach Cesare 
Maldini ended months of speculation 
by naming Roberto Baggio in his 
World Cup squad on Thursday, but 
then dropped a bombshell by saying 
that Alessandro Del Piero could be 
out. 

Maldini revealed that Del Piero 
picked up an injury in Wednesday 
night's Champions League final defeat 
to Real Madrid, and said that the man 
he has groomed to lead Italy at France 
‘98 may not even make the trip. 

Del Piero, who has scored 31 goals 
between the Serie A and the 
Champions League this season, pulled 
the upper thigh ladductor) muscles in 
his left leg in the closing minutes of 
the final in Amsterdam. 

A medical report was sent from 
Juventus to doctors at the nadonai 
team on Thursday, but was not made 
public under Italy's recent laws on pri- 
vacy. 

The Juventus ace will be examined 
by Maldini ‘s medical staff on Friday, 
although FIFA regulations mean that 
the Italian coach has until midnight of 
June 2 to announce his definitive fist of 

VI 


Should Del Piero pull out. Maldini's 
other options are Chelsea star 
Gianfranco Zola, Parma's Enrico 
Chiesa and Pierluigi Casiraghi of 
Lazio. 

Baggio’s return, along with the sur- 
prise inclusion of 34-year-old Inter 
Milan captain Giuseppe Bergomi, who 
won the World Cup in 1982, will be a 


major boost for the team with the 
Italian public. 

Sdll the country's best loved and 
best known footballer, Baggio has 
silenced his crirics by scoring a per- 
sonal record 22 goals with Bologna 
this season. 

His selection, helped by intense lob- 
bying by the Italian press, comes more 
than a year since he last played for 
Italy. Baggio ended a near two-year 
exile by scoring a superb solo goal 
against Poland in a 3-0 qualifying win 
in April, 1997 at Naples. 

Before then, his international career 
had been pretty much cut short by 
then national coach Arrigo Sacchi. 
who seemed unable to forgive the 
striker for missing a penalty in their 
shoot-out with Brazil in the USA’ 94 
final. 

More recently, the 31 -vear-old has 
been considering his various options 
at club level. His agent Vittorio 
Petrone said: “There have been no 
shortage of offers, but the one he’s 
been after most has come from the 
national team. 

“Roberto has proved this year that he 
is capable of playing a ’ first-class 
championship.” 

Now very much in demand, Baggio 
could even end up alongside Ronafdo 
at Inter Milan. 

The other forwards are Filippo 
Inzaghi, Del Piero’s partner in 
Juventus. where they have scored 
nearly 60 goals this season, Atletico 
Madrid’s Christian Vieri and 


Olympique Marseille's Fabrizio 
RavanelU. 

All of those chosen are either current 
or former Juventus strikers. 

“It’s a truly great feeling,” said 
Ravanelli. “I hope I can be useful to 
the squad. I think I’m in good shape, 
and I’ve worked at being fit. even now 
that the French championship has fin- 
ished.” 

There were no surprises in midfield, 
and only one at the back, where 
Bergomj makes an emotional return. 

Bergomi. affectionately nicknamed 
“the uncle” in Italy, was an IS -year- 
old stripling when he won the World 
Cup in Spain — where Maldini was 
deputy coach to Enzo Bearzot. 

He last played for his country in June 
1991. and has been recalled after Cino 
Ferrara broke a leg. leaving first- 
choice AC Milan's Alessandro 
Costacurta as the team's only experi- 
enced libero. 

Bergomi said: “I’ve suffered for not 
being in the squad, my soul was never 
at peace. Now I'm as excited as I was 
the first time, perhaps more, even 
though I know what my position will 
be — the subs' bench." 

Italy face Chile. Cameroon and 
Austria in Group B when France ‘98 
gets underway. They will play their 
last friendly in Sweden on June 2 and 
fly to Paris three days* later. They start 
against Chile on June 1 1. 


Keller 
makes 3rd 
World Cup 
trip 


PARIS (AFP) — It is a long 
way from Lacey. Washington, 
to the World Cup finals, but it 
is a trip United States goal- 
keepr Kasey Keller will be 
making for the third time this 
summer. 

The former University of 
Portland goalkeeper, now an 
established English 

Premiership star with 
Leicester City, was a squad 
member at the 1990 World 
Cup in Italy and then played 
when his country hosted the 
event in 1994. 

Keller and Liverpool ‘keep- 
er Brad Freidel will be 
duelling for a starting role at 
France 98. 

While there is considerable 
optimism in the American 
camp, Keller warns that build- 
ing a team of players based in 
different countries and with 
different attitudes is a difficult 
assignment. 

“The U.S. squad is matte up 
of players coming from differ- 
ent backgrounds and it is diffi- 
cult as we are not playing with 
each ocher day in, day out,” 
Keller said. 

Keller was completing a 
degree in sociology when 
Millwall offered him the 
chance to play professionally 
in England. 

Keller, not one to be thwart- 
ed by a challenge, decided to 
complete his degree by corre- 
spondence and has spent the 
past few years shuttling 
between Leicester and his 
national team commitments. 

The tall, imposing goal- 
keeper was tempted to return . 
home to play in the fledgling 
Major League Soccer compe- 
tition when it was launched 
three seasons ago. but elected 
instead to stay with Leicester. 
He has helped the club 
become a mid-table fixture in 
the English Premiership. 

Keller now sees is future 
with Leicester, but will even- 
tually return to the States. 

“I have a couple more World 
Cups in me, a few more sea- 
sons in Europe and then 1 1 
think it will be time for me to 
return home and help out with 
my experience.” 



Brazilian striker Ronaldo gives the thumbs up as he arrives at the Chateau de Grande 
Romaine Hotel in France where the Brazilian team will stay during the 1998 World 
Cup. Brazil will play against Scotland in the opening match of the World Cup 
(Reuters photo) 


Brazilians arrive in France 


PARIS (AFP) — Defending World Cup champions Brazil arrived in France on Friday, 
almost three weeks ahead of the start of the 1998 toumamenL 

The Brazilians flew into Charles De Gaulle Airport and then set off for Lezigny. the 
town in the Seine-et-Marae region where they will be based for the tournament — 
which runs from May 10 to June 12. 

The Brazilians were scheduled to hold a light training session at nearby Ozoir-La- 
Feniere during the afternoon. 

The defending champions will play their final warm-up match against Spanish club 
Athletic Bilbao on May 31 and open their defence of the World Cup against Scotland 
in the Stade de France on June 10. 



Typhoon 
hopes to 
take 

France by 
storm 


PARIS (AFP) — Cameroon 
striker Patrick Mboma may 
be known as the Typhoon, 
but he hardly stirred up 
storm at the African Nations 
Cup this year. 

A nagging injury restrict- 
ed the tall. French reared 
and Japanese based star to 
brief appearances and the 
Indomitable Lions attack 
lost much of its venom. 

Mboma, whose Lwo goals 
in Zimbabwe last August 
sealed a third consecutive 
World Cup appearance for 
Cameroon, arrived in Paris 
this week for further treat- 
ment to his troublesome 
thigh. 

He has much to prove in 
the land where he struggled 
to establish himself as a pro- 
fessional footballer during 
two spells with Paris Saint 
Germain and one at Metz. 

"\ was not able to display 
my true ability because I did 
not have the trust of my 
managers," says the striker 
who lived in the shadows of 
stars like George Weah. 
David Ginola and Patrick 
Loko. 

His move to J-League club 
Gamba Osaka last year 
proved a masterstroke as he 
finished the Japanese season 
with 27 goals and first place 
in the scorers standings. 

“I have been scoring so 
many spectacular goals that 
I have even surprised 
myself. I‘m so confident and 
desperate to put the disap- 
pointment of the Nations 
Cup behind me,” Mboma 
says. 

Cameroon will look to 
him and German-based 
Alphonse Tchami to cany 
on where hip-wriggling 
Roger Milla and Francois 
Omam-Biyik left off in Italy 
eight years ago. 


Santrac 
leads new 
Yugoslavian 
team 


PARIS (AFP) — Slobodan 
Santrac is set to lead a 
tougher, more resilient, 
Yugoslavian squad in France 
this summer to add to the 
riches of raw talent the coun- 
tiy continually produces. 

Yugoslavia's last appear- 
ance in a major finals was in 
1990 when they fell to 
Argentina in the quarter- 
finals before civil war in the 
Balkans prevented them 
competing on the interna- 
tional stage. 

Since the redrawing of the 
map in Europe. Yugoslavia 
comprises only the com- 
bined republics of Serbia 
and Montenegro. But on the 
positive side. Santrac now 
heads a squad hardened by 
the rigours of war to add to 
its usual natural talent. 

Santrac himself was four- 
times top scorer in the 
Yugoslavian league with 
OFK Belgrade and has 236 
domestic goals to his record, 
making him his country’s 
all-time top marksman. 

So it is no wonder he had a 
great deal of influence in the 
team scoring 29 times in 
their 10 World Cup quali- 
fiers. 

He also earned eight inter- 
national caps and scored on 
his debut against Bulgaria in 
June 1 966. He did not, how- 
ever. come to the interna- 
tional coach’s job till 
October 1992 when 
Yugoslavia were already in 
the international wilderness. 


Are you a World Cup expert? Then let me challenge you 


What’s wrong here? 


\ 




SI 

D 

O 

H 


PHILADELPHIA T 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL*634l*i 


CINEMA 


S. 




Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere ... in 


THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 
6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA ‘T 




Jim Carry ... in 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


J. 


TEL:5ft«23S 

PLAZA 


A f CINEMA TEU5677420 X 



7) The World Cup final iq- 
fri United States was something; 

£ special. For the firer tune m®: 


$ World Cup history the chant’ 


pion was determined on tfaei 
■ result of penalties. Brazil; 
- made off with the title 
J because their players bad 
nerves of steel. 

In comparison. Italy’s play- 
: ers' knees were knocking. 
w Roberto Baggio and Franco 
Baresi, two of the best players 
; in the “squadra azurra", both 

t 

> missed their penalties after 
. regular time had finished in a 
* scoreless draw. 

Up to then this unheard of. 


A scene from the match Italy vs Germany (0-0) 
in the Euro 96 competition which took place In ... 

England. Fighting for the ball are Fredi Bobic • • ^ ^ ^ leams contest- 

ant! Paolo Maldini, newpbew of the current <■ 
trainer of the Italian national team, Cesare 
Maldini, who has the difficult task of filling the 
shoes of one of Italy's historic technical direc- 
tors, Fabio Capelli. Italy just managed to quali- 
fy for the World Cup in France but only after 
great pains in a play-off against Russia, who fell 
by the wayside. 
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iiig a World Cup final have 
scored at least one goal — 


with one exception. Which 
team was this ? 
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Solve the geography question daily to find the phrase at 
the end of Beckenbauer's World Cup countdown 


7) Among the many natural 
resources of this country is an 
abundance of trees. But the rain- 
forest is in danger and a subject 
for concern for environmentalists 
the world over. The inhabitants 
themselves are no less concerned 
because, although the country 
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SOLUTION TO THE 
WORLDCUP COUNTRY CONTEST 
The phrase we are looking for offers a 
richer precise, chough harsh definition 
of an ability considered indispensable in 
the world of diplomats. 
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nomic superpower, the majority 
of its population remains poor 
and many children sleep on the 
streets. However, rich and poor, 
each in their own way, simulta- 
neously celebrate extravagant 
open-air festivals which feature 
music, dance and a distinct lack 
of clothing. Because of their 
erotic nature, these festivals are 
the envy of countries all over the 
world. The capital is only 38 
years old. The country’s most 
famous athlete is only 19.5 years 
older and in the meantime has 
become a government minister. 

The name of one of the country’s most 
important export goods is often used to 
describe the colour of this sportsman- 
cura-minister. The land is intersected by 
the world’s second largest and most volu- 
minous river. The rainforest areas along 
its banks are gradually being eroded for 
cultivation and this is regarded as one of 
the factors responsible for the present 
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worldwide climatic changes. 
Solution: 


Please enter the letters of the country' as 
instructed in the solution squares as fol- 
lows: 

Second letter of the country in posi- 
tion 72. 
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Facts and figures about the participating countries 



CHILE 


756.626 aq km • Czpiial: Sanxnge de Chile 
PopulAticn. M.Zf 0.4Z9 — 18.6 per *q km 
PiiACipAl language: Spanish 
Annual GMP per capita: USS 3.560. — 1 1 
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Here are the solutions for the first six 
challenge quizzes. The geography 
question solutions will be run at the 
end of the countdown, while the photo 
questions will be answered daily. 






1) Gianni Rivera 

2) In the fifth World Cup in Switzerland 
1954. It was the inaugural match, which 
took place between France and 
Yugoslavia. 

3) It was the left. 

4) in Mexico 1970. 

5) Egypt, in Italy 1934. They qualified 


after defeating Palestine 7-1 away in 
preliminary round and 4-1 at home. They? 
subsequently passed through to the final| 
rounds after their second qualifying! 
round opponents. Turkey, failed to makej 
an appearance. 

6) In. one world championship only, in 
Uruguay 1930, when the United States 
and Yugoslavia both were beaten in their 
respective semifinal matches and, despite 
not having played, were both 
third place. 
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The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


CONCORD 




THE RELIC 


Shows 1230. 3:30, 6:15, S^0, 10-JO 
rnMroKD -y 


ISMAJLIA RAYEH GAI - 

KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 830, 1030 
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ABDOUN 


Charlie Sheen ... in 

SHADOW 

CONSPIRACY 
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GALLERIA 1 



ABDOUN 


Denzel Washington 
& Whitney Houston ... in 


THE PREACHER'S 
WIFE 


& still showing at 830 p.m. 

titanic 
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TELi 4625155 


:A 


STARTNG APRIL 6TH 
Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yarus, Anud 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and^gpn^ 


at 8-30 p-m. 

For reservations calk 4640155, 46251S 
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Bolton 
set to 
cash in on 
Thompson 

BOLTON (AFP) — Alan 
Thompson, the target of 
several top English 
Premiership sides, wants to 
leave relegated Bolton — 
but clubs will have to table 
£5 million ($8 million) to 
land him, Bolton manager 
Colin Todd said Friday. 

Todd admitted he was 
resigned to losing 
Thompson and revealed 
that the club bad rejected a 
bid of around £4.5 milli on 
before last season's trans- 
fer deadline. 

Thompson has been 
linked with moves to 
Everton and Newcastle. 

‘There has been a lot of 
speculation about the play- 
er's future and Alan and his 
agent have now indicated 
that he wishes to leave the 
club," said Todd 

“We did turn down a 
Premier League club's 
offer before deadline day 
which was in excess of 
£4.5 million. 

“1 am aware that several 
clubs are reported to be 
interested but any serious 
bidder would need to start 
at £5 million 



Petr Korda of the Czech Republic celebrates his victory over Australia's Mark 
Phiiippoussis on the fifth day of the World Team Cup men's tennis tournament in 
Dnesseldorf May 22. Korda won the match 6-3 3-6 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


De Bruin faces fight 
to save career 


England legend blasts 
money-mad World Cup stars 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Irish 
triple Olympic champions 
Michelle de Bruin feces a 
fight to save her career after it 
was revealed that the poten- 
tially- lethal dose of alcohol 
found in the A sample of a 
urine specimen has also been 
found in the back-up sample. 

De Bruin will now face a 
disciplinary hearing to be 
conducted by FIN A, swim- 
ming's international govern- 
ing body. 

De Biuin’s solicitor, Peter 
Lennon, watched the analysis 
of the twin samples along 
with a biochemist from a 
Dublin hospital in Barcelona, 
Spain, on Thursday. 

In a statement to London's 
The Tunes newspaper, 
Lennon said: “It appears 
clear at this time that our 
client can only be charged 
with physical manipulation 
and not the use of any banned 
substance ... we do not expect 
there to be any change 
between the adulterisadon 
results of the A and B sam- 
ple.” 

De Bruin said that she was 
“more determined than ever 
to fight any charges that may 
be formally brought against 
her” and indicated that she 
and Lennon will call upon 
FINA to prove that she was 
the one who manipulated the 
sample. 

It is now expected that De 
Bruin will be brought before 
FINA's doping panel for a 
hearing in late June. Thai 


panel will decide on any 
penalty. 

Manipulation of a sample 
carries a lifetime ban. 
although De Bruin could 
appeal to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport in 
Switzerland. 

De Bruin, winner of three 
gold medals at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics, underwent 
an out-of-competition test on 
January 10 at her home in 
Kilkenny County. Ireland. 

The urine specimen was 
divided into A and B samples 
and sealed in separate con- 
tainers. 

FINA said De Bruin's A 
sample, tested earlier at the 
Barcelona lab. showed 
“unequivocal signs of adul- 
teration” and “physical 
manipulation.” 

De Bruin. 28, has denied 
tampering with her test and 
said any manipulation must 
have taken place after it was 
out of her sight — and the 
evidence supplied to FINA 
by the drug-testers. Al and 
Kay Guy, after the Januaiy 
test may again be looked at. 

Dr Jose Merino, the doctor 
who represented FINA at the 
testing of the B sample, said: 
“I cannot of course say any- 
thing about the testing. 

“But what you can be 
assured of is that this labora- 
tory is among the most pres- 
tigious of the international 
Olympic Committee labora- 
tories.” 







GOREN BRIDGE 



WITH OHM SHARIF 
STAN MAH HRSCH 
Oi S36 Titam MUi Swam. 


TOMMY RAKES IN ANOTHER 


Both mloerablfc North death. 

NORTH 
*K743 
9AQ 
0 78 

+ Q 10973 
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*Q6 4> Jl0fi2 

09 9 J 84 2 

0 Q 109 542 0J8 

+KJ64 +852 

SOUTH 
+ A98 
9K1076G3 
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The bidding: 
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Opening lead: Ten of 0 

For Trump Coup Tommy, the 
season to be jolly was when trump# 
wen stacked against him. That'# 
whan our hero became transformed 
from the dub patsy to a wizard oi 
the pasteboards. After what had 
been a slow year for Tommy 
because moat hands divided nor- 
mally, then wae a sudden rash of 
bad distributions, and Tommy was 
in hie ntorwwir 


The auction proceeded well unti] 
North took a preference to three 
hearts. Then Tommy, mho had 
mndn a fine bid by jumpshifting in 
tie strong threMard minor to show 
power, could stand it no longer. To 
all intents and purposes. South 
simply took the bull by the horns 
and oid the small atom in hearts. 

West led from the interior dia- 
mond sequence, and Tommy won in 
hand. The ace of dubs was cleared, 
and Tommy's posture stiffened 
when, on the lead of a trump to the 
nee, West produced the nine — it 
had aU the earmarks of a singleton. 

Tommy ruffed a club in hand, 
cashed the remaining high diamond 
and ruffed a diamond with' the 
table's trump honor as East dis- 
carded a dub. On a dub lead from 
the board. Ease discarded a spade 
as declarer ruffed. Next come the 
ace and king of spades, reducing 
East to three trumps and a high 
spade, while Tommy held three 
trumps and a losing made. 

When a dub was led from dum- 
my, East was a goner. If the defend- 
er ruffed, declarer would overrun as 
cheaply as possible, exit with a 
spade and score the last two trump 
tricks when East was forced to 
return a trump. If East discarded, 
Tommy would ruff and exit with a 
spade which East would have to 
ruff, to prodoos the same end play. 


LONDON (AFP) — England legend Sir Tom Finney on 
Friday slammed England players who are currently involved 
in a cash row with the Football Association (FA). 

Squad members are in dispute over the use of the England 
shirt in personal promotions with the World Cup less -than' 
three weeks away. 

But Finney, who won 76 England caps in the 1940s and 50s 
and is widely regarded as one of the greatest players of all 
time, believes the players’ financial rewards will be gained 
from World Cup success. 

“I feel they should be concentrating on what is going to 
happen in the World Cup,” said former winger Finney. ‘The 
cash will come automatically if they do well in the tourna- 
ment 

“When we played it was the fact that you were playing for 
your country and that was sufficient and you never thought 
about the rest of it 

“I suppose today it has all changed completely — it seems 
to be about money first and foremost 

"I think you've got to produce the goods first before you 
start talking about what you’re going to get out of it’’ 

Fuiney, who once famously rejected Italian club Palermo’s 
offer of £10.130 ($17,000) per month despite being on just 
£14 per week at Preston, refused to blame the players for try- 
ing to increase their financial security. 

And he added if big businesses wanted to use England stars 
for advertising purposes, the players must jump at the oppor- 
tunity. 

“It does seem a shame but having said that you can’t blame 
the players if somebody comes along “ added Finney. 

“I’ve got no problems about that whatsoever because 
they’re cashing in on it as well as the players. 

“If you've got a player like Alan Shearer, you can’t blame 
him because if McDonalds come along and say they want him 
to do this, that and the other, he is entitled to negotiate what- 
ever he can get for it.” 


f FORSALE \ 
SAAB 900S MODEL 1996 

In perfect new condition 
with less than 8,000 kilometres. Yellow plate. 
Full options: automatic, centre lock, 
alarm, air bag, etc.... 

Price without customs duty JD1 1 ,000 
Price with customs duty JD22.000 
Serious buyers please call 5927768 between: 
8:80 a.m.-f :00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m.~5:30 p.m. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


2-bedroom elegantly furnished apartments, 
with living room, dining room, garage and 


satellite. Located in Shmeisani. 




For more information call 5930064 




FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon, sitting 
room + dining room, telephone and central heating. 
Location: Shmeisani, near Ahlia Abeia. 


Call 079-24893 



Bird’s Pacers look to be aggressive 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — Unable to stop Michael Jordan 
in Chicago, Indiana coach Larry Bird has put his noisy sup- 
porters on notice that their help will be needed to conquer 
the Chicago Bulls. 

“We have a chance to win this game if we get after them," 
Bird said here Thursday. “The fans better be ready to come 
here and get behind us or this season is over” 

The Bulls own a 2-0 lead over Indiana in their besr-of- 
seven National Basketball Association semi-final, which 
continues here Saturday and Monday. 

‘We're hoping being at home will help, playing in front of 
the home crowd,” Indiana guard Jalen Rose said. 
“Hopefully it’ll energize us. Being down 0-2 this is the 
game of our season ” 

The Pacers won 32 of 41 home games this season and are 
5-0 here in the playoffs. But the Bulls are 3-0 on the road in 
the playoffs and have won 30 of 43 road games in five prior 
title runs over the past seven years. 

Jordan has averaged 36 points a game in his first playoff 
series with Indiana, scoring more than Indiana's top two 
scorers in both outings. Stopping him is the key. 

^That’s pretty much what it comes down to.” Indiana’s 
Dutch centre Rik Smits said. “He comes up with one big 


shot after another.** 

“A lot of people have tried. The kid has five championship 
rings,” Indiana’s Derrick McKey said. 

Hie Bulls have already suffered one loss here. Coach Phil 
Jackson has denied the club a trip to Sunday's Indianapolis. 
500. A practice has been scheduled instead. 

Jordan and Scottie Pippen have sparked third-quarter 
surges that have enabled the Bulls to overcome half-time 
deficits in both games. 

“They've just come out and dominated us in the third 
quarter,” Rose said. “I mean, we were winning both games 
at halftime and they’re just finding ways to jump on us the 
third quarter” 

Indiana scoring leader Reggie Miller agreed, saying, We 
have to somehow come up with a better game plan to offset 
what they do to us to start the second half.” 

Bird is more concerned about getting the Pacers bade to 
their peak when the second half begins. 

“The thir d quarter has absolutely killed us in this series,” 
Bird said. “Usually we are a great third quarter team. For 
some reason we come out of the locker room without the 
intensity level that we should be at.” 


French Open preview 

Agassi could take early Kuerten call 
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deadly slow red day takes fee t 
bite out of his big "serve and” 


PARIS (.AFP)- — Gustavo 
Kuerten's defence of his French 
Open tide suffered a setback 
before be hits a ball in anger 
Friday when he found hims elf 
drawn for a potentially explo- 
sive second-round showdown 
with two-time finalist Andre 
Agassi. 

Former French player Guy 
Forget, who officiated at the 
draw for die clay-court event 
inside tire Roland Garros 
Stadium, drew the eighth-seed- 
ed Brazilian out of the hat for a 
first-round clash against French 
wildcard entry Charles Aufiray. 

And then he immediately 
produced Agassi as the defend- 
ing champion’s potential sec- 
ond-round opponent 

The flamboyant 28-year-old 
Agassi, who was beaten in the 
1990 and 1991 finals, is bong 
tipped by many to go one step 
further this year after staging a 
remarkable comeback this sea- 
son by climbing back to 20th in 
the rankings. 

At die end of 1997 he had 
dropped out of the top-100 for 
the first time since turning pro- 
fessional in 1986. 

But if Kuerten has early 
headaches in his attempt to 
reach an allocated quarter-final 
benh against Czech veteran 
Petr Korda, things don't look 
too bad for World No. 2 Pete 
Sampras. 

Sampras, who will be launch- 
ing his ninth campaign to win 
the only major title missing 
from his collectioa, has an awk- 
ward first-round showdown 
with fellow American Todd 
Martin. But he should then find 
progress relatively easy with 
only Ukraine's Andrei 
Medvedev looking to be a dan- 
ger in his portion of the draw — 
at least until the fourth-round 
where he would face a fourth- 
round clash against Spain's 
15th-seeded slow court special- 
ist Felix Mantilla. 

Sweden's seventh-seed Jonas 
Bjorkraan was handed one of 
the toughest first-round ties. He 
will play Austria’s 1995 cham- 
pion and former World No. 1 
Thomas Muster, still consul- | 
ered a major force on clay : 
although be has dropped just 
out of the world’s top 20 after a 1 
disappointing start to the sea- 
son. 

Tournament favourite 

Marcelo Rios of Chile will 


Andre Agassi 

open against Brett Steven of 
New Zealand and he can then 
expect to complete unfinished 
business in die fourth-round, 
where be is drawn to face 13th- 
seeded Spaniard Albert Costa. 

Costa, whose first-round 
opponent will be Kenneth 
Carisen of Denmark, was due 
to play Rios in the Italian Open 
final last weekend but be was 
forced to scratch at the 1 1th 
hour because of a wrist injury. 

■ Britain's fifth-seed Greg 
Rusedski, who has only won 
three matches in three visits to 
the French capital where the 


robs his volleys of their usual 
power, can't complain about 
his draw. 

Hist be will face Belgian 
Johan Van Herck in the first 
round and then a qualifier in the 
second. 

After that things could get 
more difficult 

Either twice-ebampion Jim 
Courier, who is currently 49th 
in the rankings and who feces 
Richard Fromberg of Australia 
in the first-round, or Spain’s 
Carlos Costa, who feces a qual- 


ifier, could be Rusedski’s third- 
round opponent. 

The 1996 champion and sixth 
seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia opens against a qualifier 
but should then face in-form 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden. 

He could also face unseeded 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia in 
the third-round. 

Ivanisevic, desperately trying 
to stop his free-fall in the rank- 
ings (he is currently 26th) 
opens against a q ualifier and 
would then play either last 
year’s semi-finalist Filip 

Dewulf of Belgium or Magnus 
Larsson of Sweden. The win- 
ner would then face 

Kafelnikov. 

Michael Chang, the 1989 
winner and the eleventh seed, 
(days Spaniard Alex Calatrava 
in what should be a relatively 
easy first-sound clash, bin 
Calatrava’s lth-seeded compa- 
triot Alex Corretja has a tough 
opening outing against 

Morocco's Karim Alarm. ' 

Australian Rainck Rafter, one 
of die most popular players 
with the Roland Garros crowd' 
last year when be charged 
through to tire semi-finals only 
to be thwarted by Spain's Sergi 
Bruguera, plays Canadian 

Sebastien Lareau, 

Australian Open champion 
Korda, who will be bidding for 
his second consecutive Grand 
Slam crown, feces a qualifier 
before taking on either ‘bad- 
boy’ American Jeff Tarango or 
Paul Haarhuis of the 
Netherlands. 


Kenz 

Gift Shop 

Spring and Summer Fashion Show 

Under the Patronage of HRH Prince Firas Raad, 
AI-Hussein Society for the Hafailitation/Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Challenged 

will hold its 5th children’s Fashion Show on May 25th 1 998 at 5:30 at 
the Royal Automobile Club. 

Also featuring Nadia Dajani children’s Costume Jewellery. 

Price: JD7 

For more information please call 
Tel: 5826-273, 581 7-598/99 Fax: 5817-613 
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If you seek to unravel the mysteries of the 
Internet, we suggest you enroll in. one of the 
many professional and UK certified courses 
that Comcent Training Center (CTC) has to 
offer. 

Whether you are a beginner or experienced 
user, or seeking to further your knowledge 
and insight, you will find that we have a 
course to suit your needs, from smfing to 
security, business to build fog intranets, ar|f t 
much more„ 

Please call us for further details. 


omcent 
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Israel says planned peace 
conference aims to isolate it 


‘ Israel’s biggest worry is the fact Washington 
appears willing to let the initiative go ahead’ 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
charged Friday that plans by 
Prance and Egypt to hold an 
international conference to 
save the Middle Eas t peace 
process were designed to 
blame it for the negotiating 
deadlock. 

"This kind of a conference is 
an attempt to brand us as 
responsible for the stalemate in 
the peace process,"' sad Btan 
Ben-Tzur. the number two 
official in the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry. 

Mr. Ben-Tzur denounced in 
particular the fact that the 
Franc o-Egypd an proposal 

calls for Israel and the 
Palestinians to be excluded 
from the first phase of the con- 
ference. 


“They didn't even contact us 
about this." he said in a radio 


interview. 

‘This meeting could not help 
revive direct Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations and so has no rea- 
son to be held," he said. 

Presidents Jacques Chirac of 
France and Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt issued a joint call fol- 
lowing a meeting earlier this 
week in Paris for a conference 
of “countries determined to 
save peace" in the Middle 
East 

French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine told an Israeli 
newspaper Wednesday that it 
was “impossible” to call such a 
conference with the participa- 
tion of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 


France and Arab nations bold 
responsible for the crisis. 

Mr. Vedrine said the confer- 
ence should be in two stages, 
with Israeli and Palestinian 
officials taking part only in 
phase two. 

The 22-nation Arab League 
backed the call, as did the 
Palestinians, although no date 
or setting for the conference 
have been decided. 

Israel's Foreign Ministry 
issued a formal rejection of the 
proposal late Thursday and 
Mr. Netanyahu said an interna- 
tional conference would only 
divert energy from necessary 
direct negotiations between 
Israel, the Palestinians and 
Arab states. 

“Our neighbours must stop 
thinking that others will do the 
work ~ for them." Me 
N etanyahu said. 

At the same time, howeveE 
the 14-month deadlock in 
negotiations with the 
Palestinians has forced Me 
Netanyahu to turn increasingly 
to the United States as an 
active mediator in the process. 

Washington has been hying 
for months to promote a pack- 
age deal to revive Israeli- 
Palestinian talks, but Ml 
N etanyahu has so far rejected 
the key element of the plan — 
an Israeli withdrawal from a 
further 13 per cent of the West 
Bank. 

Alter another series of meet- 
ings last week between Me 
N etanyahu and U.S. Secretary 


of State Madeleine Albright 
failed to break the deadlock. 
U.S. spokesmen openly 
warned thai Washington was 
nearing the point where it 
could openly blame Israel for 
the crisis. 

“If we are unable to close the 
gaps and get agreement to die 
American ideas soon, we will 
have to make that dear, 
explain the reasons for it," said 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Janies Rubin. 
“And that day is not far off." 

Israeli analysts said Friday 
that Israel’s biggest worry 
about the Franco-Egyptian 
conference plan was not the 
possible outcome of the meet- 
ing but the very face 
Washington appears willing to 
let the initiative go ahead at 
Israel's expense. 

“The government is very 
worried by the American 
silence." said Akiva Eldar, 
political analyst for the 
Haaretz newspaper 

“If Washington announced 
right away that it was opposed 
to such a conference, the 
whole thing would be nipped 
in the bud,” he told AFP. 

“The absence of any 
American reaction sends a 
clear message to Israel: don't 
think you can automatically 
count on our support in the 
world ring if Benyamin 
Netanyahu persists in rejecting 
our proposals for reviving the 
peace process." be said. 


Group finds no sign of persecution 
of Christians under PNA rule 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Christians 
living under Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) mle 
are not being persecuted, as 
Israel claims. Christian scholars 
and journalists from the United 
Slates concluded Friday after a 
two-week tour of the Holy 
Land. 

The 14-member group. 
Evangelicals for Middle Eak 
Understanding, checked alle- 
gations by the International 
Christian Embassy, a staunchly 
pro-Israeli group based in 
Jerusalem, and by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's senior aide, David 

Bar-Hlan. 

Tbe group said it encoun- 
tered “a handful of very isolat- 
ed, persona] incidents, but no 
indication of an anti-Christian 
tide rising." 

It said Palestinian Christians, 
who make up about five per 
cent of total population in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
enjoy more freedom than their 
brethren in most other areas of 


the MideasL 

The US. group said it found 
“disturbing evidence of politi- 
cal motivations" behind the 
allegations of persecution. 

It suggested that toe allega- 
tions may have been made to 
turn international public opin- 
ion against the PNA and to 
sway U.S. lawmakers consid- 
ering a bill that would impose 
sanctions on countries engaged 
in religious persecution. 

The US. group checked sev- 
eral cases involving Christian 
converts from Islam that had 
frequently cited by the 

International Christian 

Embassy. 

It found that one of the five 
had been mistreated by local 
police, possibly because of his 
conversion, but that there were 
no signs of an overt campaign 
to abuse Christians. 

Earlier this yean the 

Palestinian Human Rights 
Monitoring Group, known for 
its independent views, released 
similar findings. 


Leaders of the International 
Christian Embassy could not 
be reached for comment 
Friday. 

Mr. Bar-Dlan, stood by his 
claims, saying they were based 
upon various personal stories 
"There is persecution and dis- 
crimination against Christians 
with toe sanction of the 
Palestinian (National) 

Authority." he said. 

However. others argue that 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has gone out of his way 
to assure that Christians are 
fairly represented in positions 
of power. In the 1996 elections 
to toe Palestinian legislature, 
six of 88 seats were reserved 
for Christians. When toe long- 
time Christian mayor of the 
biblical West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, Eh as fieij. died 
earlier this year, Mr. .Arafat 
named another Christian, 
Hanna Nasser, as successor 
even though the town has a 
Muslim majority. 


EU pledges efforts to restore TVirkey ties 


.ANKARA (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) is com- 
mittal to the deepening of ties 
with Turkey despite Ankara's 
decision not to attend a key 
Association Council meeting 
with the EU next week, a 
senior European Parliament 
official said Friday. 

Turkey, whose ties with the 
EU are badly strained, 
announced Thursday it would 
not send its foreign minister to 
the Association Council meet- 
ing in Brussels on Monday 
because of a political dispute. 

“The European 

Commission’s strategy docu- 
ment is a good basis for bring- 
ing Turkey closer to Europe.*' 
Hannes Swoboda. the Euro- 
parliament's visiting rappor- 
teur on Turkey-EU relations, 
said in a press statement here. 

“Alongside this commit- 
ment to deepening of the 
[Turkish-EU] customs union 
with a view to accession, we 


will maintain our commit- 
ment to human rights and 
democratic reform.” said Mr. 
Swoboda, an Austrian MPand 
vice-president of tbe Socialist 
group in parliament 

"We regret that the 
Association Council has been 
postponed, but we hope that at 
[the EU summit in June all 
Cardiff clarification can be 
brought about," he said. 

Explaining why Turkey 
boycotted toe meeting, a gov- 
ernment official said 
Thursday: ‘The conditions 
made fortoe application of the . 
text [on toe European strategy 
for Turkey] are the same as 
those posed to us by the union 
in late April." 

He was referring to a mem- 
orandum calling on Turkey to 
resolve problems in its rela- 
tions with Greece, the ques- 
tion of the divided island of 
Cyprus and Turkey’s human 
rights situation. 


“We cannot accept these 
[conditions]," the source said. 
“We cannot bargain over tbe 
vital questions of Cyprus and 
toe Aegean in return for some 
money." 

The European strategy aims 
to expand the existing cus- 
toms union between Turkey 
and the EU and increase coop- 
eration in toe agricultural and 
service sectors. 

Under a Turkish-EU cus- 
toms union which came into 
effect in 1996, Ankara is to be 
paid S412J million by 
Europe in compensation for 
losses due to toe lifting of cus- 
toms barriers. 

But Greece has vetoed toe 
payment and vowed in April 
to extend its opposition to 
other planned Turkish-EU 
cooperation projects. The EU 
has altogether promised to 
extend more than $2.5 billion 
through other funds. 


Riyadh: Bombers of U.S. base were all Saudis 


OJVVAIT CITY (AFP) — 
\ Saudi official for the 
list time Thursday 
Lcknowledged that only 
Jaudi nationals were 
lehind the June 1996 
tombing that killed 19 
j.S. airmen at a base in the 
astern city of Dhahran. 
The bombing of Dhahran 
was carried out by Saudi 
lands,” Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince tfayef Ben 
(bdul Aziz said in an 


interview to be published 
Friday by the Kuwaiti 
daily A! Rai AI Am. 

“No foreign party had a 
role” in the bombing which 
cost the lives of 19 U.S. 
servicemen. Prince Nayef 
told the paper. 

it is the first time that a 
Saudi official has so clear- 
ly ruled out any foreign 
participation in the bomb- 
ing. 

In the past the Saudi 


authorities have sought to 
play down suggestions that 
it faces any internal oppo- 
sition organised enough to 
cany out an attack of the 
sophistication of tbe 1996 
lorry-bomb attack against 
the U.S. base. 

Prince Nayef hinted that 
tbe Saudi security services 
were currently holding and 
questioning suspects in 
connection v> iti, t,V attack. 



THE FRANCOIS CHALAJS PRIZE GOES TO "WEST BEIRUT: Kuwaiti journalist Abdul Sattar Naji hands over to 
Lebanese director Ziad Doueiri the Francois Chalais Prize/ named after a prominent French journalist/ Priday at the 
Palais des Festivals, for his film TVest Beirut' The prize is awarded for the second time to the best debut fiction film 
addressing world issues (AFP photo) 


Military prevents clashes between 
pro-Habibie activists and students 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
army intervened Friday to pre- 
vent clashes between support- 
ers of Indonesia's new 
President Bacharuddin Habibie 
and thousands of students 
opposed to his appointment. 

Tbe Habibie supporters 
began flooding into toe parlia- 
mentary complex in Jakarta, 
where the students have been 
holed up since Monday, shortly 
after dawn. They waved green 
bonnets and shouted 'Cong 
live Habibie." 

After shouting matches with 
toe students, interrupted by a 
break for Muslim Friday 
prayers, they tried to storm the 
parliament budding and evict 
some 7,000 anti-Habibie stu- 
dents in toe complex. 

Yelling “Allah the greatest" 
and "this is public property, 
you can’t stop us,” mere than 
3.000 Habibie supporters man- 
aged to push through toe cor- 
don of students, who rushed to 
lock all the parliament 
entrances from the inside. 

Banners and flags claiming 
support for toe new president, 
who replaced ousted president 
Suharto on Thursday, were 
raised. Several people tore 
down anti-Habibie banners put 
up by the students. 

The complex echoed with 
shouts of “Long live Habibie” 
from one ride and “Long live 
toe people” from tbe other as 
they wrestled tor control of the 
complex. 

Major clashes were prevent- 
ed when some 100 Jakarta 
command troops moved quiet- 
ly into the complex, rifles at toe 
ready, and separated the two 
scuffling mobs. 

The soldiers were yelling 
“calm down" and “be patient” 
at the tops of their voices for 
tear of another outbreak of the 
violence and riots that left 
some 500 dead in Jakarta last 
week and undermined the 
already shaky Suharto regime. 

Tbe tension rose when 
Habibie supporters stormed 
into toe main stairway to the 
parliament. One fleeing student 
shouted “We’re Muslims, too." 

Then, in the early evening toe 
pro- Habibie crowds — made 


up of men and women from all 
walks of life — suddenly melt- 
ed away from the parliament 
grounds. Some stayed scat- 
tered on one side of toe com- 
plex but were outnumbered by 
the increasing number of stu- 
dents. 

Some of the students jeered 
them, suggesting that they had 
been “paid only a day rate and 
not a 24-hour rate" to demon- 
strate. 

'They came from West Java 
and they are well-financed." 
said Emmy Haffld, director of 
the Indonesian Forum for 
Environment. Their motive is * 
to keep Habibie as toe presi- 
dent- 
'll is to impose an agenda 
that Habibie remains in power 
and to intimidate. Hopefully 
the Indonesians will be united 
not to be intimidated again." 
she added 

The students began calling 
for Mr. Habibie's ouster soon 
after Mr. Suharto. 76, stunned 
the nation Thursday by step- 
ping down under pressure and 
naming Mr. Habibie, 61. his 
protege and vice-president, to 
succeed him. They are dissatis- 
fied with the newly formed 
cabinet and demand new par- 
liamentary elections which 
would lead to the naming of a 
new president. 

“Tile new cabinet is not what 
we need which is a total 
reform,” said a student from an 
aviation college. “Things 
won't improve as long as those 
under Suhano's regime are still 


Powerful military chief 
keeps central role in 
post-Suharto cabinet 


ui power. 

“We don't blame them 
(Habibie supporters) for com- 
ing — because that’s what 
democracy is all about." he 
added “But we were here fust 
and they just barged in, taking 
down our banners and wanting 
to control the place." 

One banner at the parliament 
complex Friday read: “Suharto 
and his crownies: Go to Hell” 
— an apparent pun on him 
crowning a crony as his suc- 


cessor. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — New Indonesian President Bacharuddin 
Habibie on Friday kept military chief General Wiranto in tbe cabinet, 
ensuring a central role for toe officer credited with hastening toe fell 
of veteran ruler Suharto. 

Former Indonesian Vice-President Habibie retained Gen. Wiranto 
as defence minister one day after taking over from Ml Suharto, whose 
32-year regime ended when mounting popular protests split toe ruling 
clique which includes the armed forces. 

Gen. Wiranto immediately put his stamp on (Ik new a dminis tration 
by dismissing calls far ex-President Suharto and his family to be put 
on trial for allegedly amassing ' a fortune estimated at tens of bQBons 
of dollars. 

“'These various efforts.' which only waste energy, should end," be 
told journalists, urging Indonesians to give toe new government a 
chance. 

“We have already experienced several setbacks, why don't we think 
forward?” Gen. Wiranto said. “If we are all emotional and only want 
to listen to our own wishes, ft will not help settle toe problems.” 

A high-ranking foreign diplomat said the military now holds “ulti- 
raate power" during tbe uneasy post-Suharto situation in Indonesia. 

Me Habibie. 61. an aeronautical engineer wbo owed his rise to 
power to Mr. Suharto's patronage, is believed to have mixed support 
in the armed forces, having no military background, and is widely 
seen as a transitional leader. 

The Jakarta Post reported Friday that Gen. Wiranto. arespected pro- 
fessional soldier, played a crucial role in toe rapid developments 
which finally pried loose toe 76-year-old Suharto's iron grip on power. 

Gen. Wiranto earlier refused to back a parliamentary call for the dd 
man to resign. But after meeting other military leaders, he reportedly 
urged Me Suharto on Wednesday night to resign rather than feefe 
impeachment. 

The next morning, Mr. Suharto, who bolds toe rare honorary rank 
of five-star general, quit in favour of Mr. Habibie in a hastily arranged 
televised ceremony at the Merdeka state palace. 

“The military is not prepared to give up its dual function," said the 
diplomat, referring to tbe socio-political and security roles of tbe just- 
under 500,000-strong armed farces, known as ABRL 

In tbe new cabinet unveiled Friday, the mflicary got six out of 36 
posts. 

Tbe most notable exclusions from toe old cabinet were Me 
S uharto's d aug hte rTutut. who was social affairs minister, and his golf- 
ing buddy Mohammad “Bob” Hossan, who was trade and industry 
minister They were tbe most controversial figures in Me Sutarto's 
cabinet, which was formed only last March. 

During Thursday’s handover from Me Suharto to Me Habibie. 
Gen. Wiranto delivered a speech vowing to protect toe “safety and 
honour 7 ' of Mr Suharto and his family and warning n gainq new 
unrest after last week's riots which left 500 dead in Jakarta. 

But students who led tbe anti-Suharto struggle and a top Muslim 
leader; Amien Rais, have demanded a trial for the former presidem 
and his family. 

Ml Habibie, meanwhile, came under pressure Friday to free politi- 
cal prisoners jailed by security forces under Mr. Suharto. 


Viagra turns into talk of Arabian peninsula 


DUBAI (AFP) — Tbe impotency drug 
Viagra has become toe talk of the macho 
Arabian peninsula, where sexual impotence 
is seen as a humiliation and a disgrace. 

From Kuwait to Yemen, pharmacies are 
being flooded with requests for toe U.S.- 
approved drug even though imports have 
yet to be authorised in any of the states of 
toe region. 

Initial reaction from religious authorities 
has been cautious. 

“A maned man with physical or psycho- 
logical troubles which prevent him having a 
climax has toe right to experiment with 
Viagra, but only with Ms wife." said Sheikh 
Mahmoud Khalifa, in charge of Islamic 
affairs in Dubai. 

“A bachelor must not use this medicine 
which incites vice," he warned. 

The health ministry in toe United Arab 
Emirates, of which Dubai is a member, has 
sakl the drag produredty the phannaceuti- 
cal firm Pfizer would not go on sale legally 
before the end of tbe year: 

But pills are being smuggled into tbe Gulf 
from Egypt and toe United States, accord- 


ing to regional health officials, who have 
warned the public of side-effects from 
Viagra. 

“Every day. I get dozens of calls asking 
for Viagra, women included." a Dubai 
pharmacist told AFP. 

A man in Ms 70s is reported to have 
offered a local pharmarist $150 just for two 
of (be pills, compared to toe official price of 
$10 each on prescription in the United 
States. 

Some pharmacies in Saudi Arabia are 
selling the pills under tbe counter, for 
between $50 and $80 a shot, according to 
newspapers in Riyadh, where authorities 
have instructed scientists to draw up a 
report on tbe drug. 

The Kuwaiti health ministry has warned 
of all kinds of side-effects: on toe heart, 
blood circulation, digestive system, breath- 
ing. genitals, nervous system and vision. 

But any warnings are being brushed aside 
in a region where sexual impotence for men 
has traditionally been treated by herbal con- 
coctions. and of course with toe utmost dis- 


cretion. 


“Our se3 fruits bold the key to eternal 
youth." insisted Abdullah Said, an Omani 
fighting the tide who cannot understand 
what all the fuss is about 

Yemeni dkg. as well as women, are jnn- 
ning hopes on Viagra to compensate for the 
lethargic effects of qat, a narcotic plant 
which is chewed as part of everyday life 

‘'After chewing qat I find it difficult to 
perform at the crucial- moment” confessed 
Nidhal an impatient customer fix Viagra 

who prefetred not to be folly identified. 

Gulf Today newspaper has warned of 
“Viagra Blues" and that tbe drug could still 
tum into an anti-climax, after all tbe build- 
up- 

Tt is billed as die miracle drug, the ulti- 
mate aphrodisiac _ but Viagra -.may tum 
into a temporary panacea to man’s growing 
uneasiness with a material world void of 
Sfsrituality, it said, on a philosophical note. 

Viagra, which stimulates an erection by 
allowing more blood to Sow into toe penil 
has taken the United States by storm. 

In its first three weeks. U.S. doctors wrote 
more out than 1 13,000 prescriptions. 
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yet to convince Britain’s 
work museum Mar 
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Linda McCartney 
to be honoured in 
memorial service 


LONDON (AP) — Linda' 
McCartney, who died Of can- 
cer last month at 56, win be 
honoured in a June. 8 memo- 
rial service in central London. 
Sir Paul McCartney's office 
said Thursday toe service fix 
his wife will be held at 8:30 
pjn. in Sl Martin in the 
Fields church on Trafalgar 
Square. The service is for 
close friends and family, but 
animal welfare groups and 
other people who wish to 
honour Linda McCartney 
plan to gather in the square 
for .an informal candlelight 
tribute at die same time, toe 
office said. 


Problems with 
royal family doe 
to strong woman’s 
opinions — Fergie 


SANTIAGO (AP) — Sarah 
Ferguson, former wife cf 
Prince Andrew of England; 
says her problems with the 
royal family have a lot to do 
with her strong opinions — as 
a woman. Dining an appear- 
ance Thursday night on a 
Chilean talk draw, she dis- 
cussed one reason fix her dif- 
ficult relations with the royal 
family. “T really feel that 
women have freedom of 
speech and of opinion," she 
said chi the show “De pe a 
pa." She also said toe late 
Princess Diana, whose tela-* 
tions with the royal family 
were also strained, was Tike a 
sister to me." 


and ti* in* 
buHic r^'t;:!k;ncU 
,Lax JumI iteytpned fc> 

"L U 'iV'- < 'I SLVt.tfiill * >*■ 
G!i. ' . . . 

AkCiTuiiif :o c’Xw-J-i 

on toe pejve 

l^n C.J> jrjT-’VL^i h' ■ ■ ■ - 

tfi-au ol toe -ate ic Nritcsti 
irdsmi .Jid 1 > 

vole to liw KepUiWv 

Ik jejj •iishrruned so 
dsn it; referendum*- Kitt 
jxHuto ■>; Uiv N ItkLjv 
Tte iurrKHi: :;i both wtss 
Cl' J nVT.! .is V.HiT* Ar I Tv • 
si their iiiiLvmen: the 

pv •diLr.tttu ijui 

* toe nr >\ i.tcc ' pniifAAd par- 
am Arn! > ' 1 .era w*' j ejrs 

BnO'h I'nrtu.* Mmista 
>ltir. ah • iiirirvij tii hri’ker tfr 
sniwii ,:;:d pl.:\ „ii kc\ 

jin pu»r;:nc !• f "»cs‘ wue 

Js-fe I.L-r vLiys 

■jjwte. wki uned tiv* resuk. 

’i »v.:rt vd n; JiffkuJntv 
id. 

if * j d.:;. r. *r :.<y 1 pjj tnb 
:-ii'(.v; p.i •;'«.* .■! \,hhar. 

;‘--r tiic:r ana 

*n. - ^u.i !.*( •;•.) his irffi- 
4 rcsttenu: uj 

: .; Jand. 

1 rdic-c iv afMhcr 
p 1 jfon** ife* pah 

pv-:.v ,uid Ihiyv in ffc 
ir -' W.er Mid. "But 

■f -»iri - U’tig way to g^’ 
WH'iite lit*.- .surii-rnere'N 
WUfidiny jppov j. ;!*- j>m« 

- n '-lotuun <in June 25 
ri'Kj-teL-nihcr Nonhern frr- 
^ p|>. which w,U 

tum.v co\emmeiH *,«s 
-Tutem Ireland. 

-n&r ihc agreement, \nnb- 
" 2anLl ls [,t become sem}- 


Src 

§»£ 

\ 

fi* 


3W 

crc 

tod 

1 

£2 

{ 

• ^ 


isrve 

dear 

“Sr 

T.*va 

>v.* 

Iks 

CRXti 


Huston to self-direct 
in new film 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Anjelica Huston, the director; 
didn't have to look far to find 
a star for her second film. 
Huston also will play toe lead 
in “The Mammy,” an Irish 
comedy-drama about a feisty 
young woman left with sever- 
al children to care for after her 
husband dies. “1 am interested 
only in directing a project to 
which I have a very strong 
connection, [and] tins script 
touched me in a very power- 
ful way," Huston sakL Jim 
Sheridan, who directed ‘My 
Left Foot,” will coproduce 
the film. Tbe Academy 
Award- w inning artless WOfl 
acclaim for the first film she 
directed. 1997s disturbing 
“Bastard Out of Carolina.” 
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Border coflie 
as best man 
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LONDON (AFP) — The 
groom was there, the priest 
said his piece and the bride 
replied “I do." Then toe hairy 
best man lent a helping pa« 
When Simon Rickman wed 
his sweeiheart Deborah, the 
best man was not a man, or 
even a woman, ft was 
Muttley his border collie. The 
graphic designer from 
Richmond, southern England, 
chose Muttley as his best man 
because he didn’t want to 
upset his brother or best 
friend, who were toe human 
alternatives. Muttley was 
kited out with a matching 

bow tie and cuffs for toe occa- 
sion and held toe nogs in h® 
coflac Tbe minister who c s£- 
ried out tbe service, Jufian 
Reindorp, said the dog even 
signed the witness book with 
a paw {gint. 
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